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QUODCUMQUE FACITIS EX ANIMO OPERAMINI

  Whatsoever you do,

   do it heartily
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From the Principal
NEGS Year In Review 2014 Principal’s Address
Chairman of Council, Mr John Cassidy AO and Mrs Cassidy; the Member for 

Northern Tablelands, Mr Adam Marshall MP, the Anglican Bishop of Armidale, 

Rt Rick Lewers, the Headmaster of The Armidale School, Mr Murray Guest 

and Mrs Guest, the Armidale NEGS Old Girls Union President, Mrs Linda 

Cannington and Mr Cannington, our guest speaker for today, Professor 

Alexandra Bune AM; Members of the Board, distinguished guests, parents, 

friends, staff and especially the students …

Recently, I watched a YouTube clip entitled “The Pale Blue Dot” based on 

the writings of Pulitzer Prize–winning author Carl Sagan who traces our 

exploration of space and suggests that our very survival may depend 

on the wise use of other worlds. This stirring clip reveals how scientific 

discovery has altered our perception of who we are and where we stand, and 

challenges us to weigh what we will do with that knowledge. “The Pale Blue 

Dot” refers to the Earth as photographed from the Voyager craft at a point 

beyond the orbit of Neptune. Of course at that distance, the Earth is barely 

discernible – a very small, unremarkable, pale blue dot among a myriad of 

billions of other unremarkable points of light. Yet all our history, civilization, 

and culture that we have ever known has occurred on that dot. 

To quote from the clip:

How should we respond to the endless cruelty that flashes across our 

screens on the news on a daily basis? This year has seen endless cruelties 

displayed around the world, in Iraq and its surrounding areas and the 

downing of MH17 just to name a few. Or how do we respond to the 

unfortunate accident that took the life of Phillip Hughes at the SCG last 

week – his funeral is today at Macksville. We have to believe there is a 

purpose and plan for each one of us here on earth in spite of the tragedies, 

in spite of setbacks – we have to pick ourselves up each day and walk on to 

make a difference.

It has also been just over 2 years since a 15 year old Pakistani school girl, 

Malala Yousafzai, was shot by a Taliban hit man in an attempt to silence 

the outspoken champion of girls’ right to an education. Malala has recently 

received the Nobel Peace Prize for her “struggle against the suppression of 

children and young people and for the right of all children to education”, 

and has shown by example that children and young people, too, can 

contribute to improving their own situations. This she has done under the 

most dangerous circumstances. And we think WE have it tough!

We here at NEGS are in a place where we are MORE supported – in ways in 

which we can change the world. Some of you may think: how can I change 

the world?

Look again at that dot. That’s here. That’s 
home. That’s us. On it everyone you love, 
everyone you know, everyone you ever heard 
of, every human being who ever was, lived out 
their lives. 

The aggregate of our joy and suffering, 
thousands of confident religions, ideologies, 
and economic doctrines, every hunter and 
forager, every hero and coward, every creator 
and destroyer of civilization, every king and 
peasant, every young couple in love, every 
mother and father, hopeful child, inventor 
and explorer, every teacher of morals, every 
corrupt politician, every “superstar,” every 
“supreme leader,” every saint and sinner in the 
history of our species lived there – on a mote 
of dust suspended in a sunbeam. 

The Earth is a very small stage in a vast cosmic 
arena. Think of the endless cruelties visited 
by the inhabitants of one corner of this pixel 
on the scarcely distinguishable inhabitants 
of some other corner, how frequent their 
misunderstandings, how eager they are to kill 
one another, how fervent their hatreds.
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Some examples come to mind of students who are here at NEGS that are 
doing their very best to empower themselves so they can change the lives 
of people outside the gates of NEGS – at the ages of 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 and 
18 – and younger:

6 of our girls who recently were confirmed in the Chapel and declared their 
faith in front of their peers and staff

The 5 Year 8 girls who along with students from TAS and PLC went on an 11 
day service trip in their holidays to give practical and emotional support for 
the Sisters and children of St Christopher’s Home in Fiji

The Round Square exchanges undertaken by girls: Junior to Scotch Oakburn 
College in Launceston and to Westminster School in Adelaide, Senior to 
Jordan

Students from NEGS who went on exchange to Denmark, Scotland, South 
Africa, the UK and India – all life–changing and broadening experiences

The introduction of weekly visits by a local GP to the School’s clinic and the 
fortnightly visits by a local psychologist – all to benefit our girls

The introduction of our Wellbeing@NEGS course across K–12 built on strong 
research to bring about improvements in social, emotional, behavioural 
and academic outcomes – wonderfully coordinated by Mrs Angela Sole, 
supported by the staff. This is not an add–on – my desire is to see this 
program embedded into everything that we do at NEGS

Maths Club run weekly and the involvement of some senior girls who assist 
in mentoring younger girls in various academic activities

Science Club run fortnightly by Ms Stone where girls are encouraged to 
develop a passion for science with experiments, specialty competitions and 
computer programming, along with students from Years 4–6 participating in 
the BEBRAS computational thinking challenge, Year 10 students competing 
in the Highlands Science and Engineering Challenge, the Australian Brain Bee 
Challenge and the UNE GRASS investigation awards to name a few

The nomination of one of our Year 12 Visual Arts students, Isabella Gullifer–
Laurie, for her amazing Body of Works for ARTEXPRESS

To be able to recognise and acknowledge Jaimie McElroy in Year 8 for 
achieving equal top score out of all competitors in the Australian Science 
Innovations Big Science Competition for the Junior category

To Edwina Morton for being entered in the Secondary section of the Wool 
Awards and for her garment making it to the catwalk on Gala Night and to 
Mary Carter who entered a garment in the Young Designer Section, which is 
open to all designers, tertiary and full time designers, receiving 3rd place

To Mary Carter, and her father, for completing the Hawkesbury Canoe 
Classic

To the recent Livestock Team success at Northern School’s Steer 
Competition at Walcha – awarded Grand Champion Exhibit of show with 
our heavy weight steer, bred and kindly donated by Phil & Barbara Bricknell 
from Currabubula

The wonderful achievements of our girls at the NEGS One Day Event just 
over a week ago where over 180 horses participated

To Elizabeth Hancock who last holidays attended the NSW Young Rider 
Championships at Young and Australian Interschools Championships in 
Werribee. She placed 5th in Novice Freeestyle and top ten in Official Novice 
classes in NSW Young Riders, a fantastic result. She was the youngest rider 
in Secondary Senior Novice and she was the highest performing NSW rider 
in Secondary Senior Novice – a great achievement

Four girls (Natasha Fulton–Kennedy, Sophie Marett, Georgia White, Isabelle 
Cameron) nominated for, and were selected in, the Country Under 25 Team 
versus City Country Under 25) Shooting Team

In the Fiona Reynolds All School Match, the NEGS Shooting Team of five 
shooters (with Alex Patten added) shot against 13 other teams, all GPS 
boys teams drawn from their AAGPS Firsts – NEGS came 4th outright with 
Natasha Fulton–Kennedy ranked 4th best individual shooter from 71 others 
and in the concurrent match with Shore (SCEGS) NEGS won the Honner 
Shield (team) and The Burl (Individual) on aggregate scores

To our new prefects for 2014/2015 who have picked up the baton from this 
year’s prefects and are running ahead with great initiatives and fresh ideas

To the initiative of Mrs Rosewood of implementing the Junior School Bike 
Track building resilience as well as encouraging fitness and positive lifestyle

The introduction of the MultiLit and PreLit and THRASS programs to the 
Junior School and improved Learning Support programs for girls at NEGS

To Year 12 participating in the Red Cross Blood Bank’s Youth Ambassador 
Program

Relay for Life with student and staff participation over one weekend

Girls throughout the year raising money for charities ranging across a 
number of needs locally, nationally and internationally

The implementation of the new structure in boarding with academic staff 
as Heads of House and vibrant staff with activities, guidelines and privileges 
designed to bring about social, emotional and academic benefits for the girls

The SHINE program for Year 10 girls over the last few weeks

Student participation in The Magic Flute, New England Sings and other 
musical activities

To Eva Knox representing St John’s at CIS and State level in Athletics and CIS 
for Cross Country and Grace Cassidy in IPSHA and CIS

To CIS representatives at all 3 main carnivals (Lucy Fenwicke – swimming, 
Sarah Wyatt – Cross Country and Ellis Mackay, Charlotte Raleigh and Sarah 
Wyatt – Athletics)

To 3 of the 4 IGSSA teams making the finals weekend with Junior Hockey 
winning JO1 for the second year running, Junior Netball coming runners up 
after defeating the top school in the semi–final and Senior Hockey 3rd

The introduction of the new hockey program with Blair Chalmers as Head 
Hockey Coach

U16 Hockey Royal winning the U16 Hockey New England Competition

2 basketball teams came runners up in the finals (Year 10 and NEGS Red)

Sarah and Clare Askey both selected and represented in the IGSSA U16 
Hockey team who won the CIS championships, Sarah Askey selected and 
played for the Indoor Hockey U16 NSW team

To the Junior IGSSA Hockey team on being awarded the Armidale Sports 
Council and Armidale Sportspower Junior State Team of the Year

To Charlotte Raleigh in the process of selections for the U17 NSW Netball 
team

To Sarah Wyatt running third female in the Armidale Fun Run and also 
placing in the Campus to City Canter

To students recently awarded certificates for the Premiers’ Reading 
Challenge

To students in Yrs 7–11 who are awarded Prizes, Academic Proficiency and 
Consistent Effort Awards for this year acknowledged this afternoon

The unflagging support of the P&F and the Boarder Parent Group in 
providing parental assistance in a number of key areas and events 
throughout the year.

These people, these students, staff and parents are just some examples 
who are already taking a role in changing and shaping our pale blue dot by 
becoming the best they can be. Why do we take part in these activities? 

There are probably many reasons – but I am sure it is because we hold 
the values of justice, integrity, compassion, dignity & respect – the values 
that Jesus gave us in his life here on earth, and the Bible on which we base 
our values and norms. You as students of NEGS 2014 have been given the 
opportunities for both faith AND education. That ‘pale blue dot’ is at your 
doorstep – make every opportunity count. However, it is not only providing 
opportunities but preparing students for what they will face in life.
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There is a line from George Bernard’ Shaw’s play Back to Methuselah that 
has stuck with me over time: “Life is not meant to be easy, my child; but 
take courage: it can be delightful.” One thing I believe that has fallen off 
the radar in our modern society is the importance of offering genuinely 
challenging tasks that give a child the opportunity to fail. That’s right, fail! 
Because, in the face of failure, children will need to develop some effective 
coping strategies to deal with their emotions; they will then need to figure 
out what they did wrong; and finally, adapt their approach to try again in a 
different way. ‘Failure’, unfortunately, appears to be a dirty word! 

The child psychologist, Michael Carr–Gregg, in June this year in the Sydney 
Morning Herald, agreed that society’s desire to shield children from risk 
may be doing more harm than good. He stated, “Children might have fewer 
accidents because they’re not playing outside but I worry about the effect 
on their mental health”. Carr–Gregg went onto say that “children need to 
fall out of trees or come off their bikes or simply endure disappointment to 
build resilience.”

I wonder how as educators we give our students an opportunity in their 
learning to “fall out of trees” and “come off their bikes” in a safe learning 
environment? Well, the new bicycle track in St John’s Junior School is doing 
just that – with great fun but also scraped knees and some injuries – but 
achieving what it is meant to be doing.

Bruce Wilson reflected on this theme in a Curriculum Leadership Journal 
in 2003: “We have turned away from the notion of failure, but this has not 
made failure disappear. If children are to be given the chance to gain the 
most powerful possible learning, we must be able to expose them to the risk 
of failure, help them understand failure and success, and support them in 
trying again at something which has so far defeated them”.

What I believe we need to do is to ‘vaccinate’ against stress. Just like 
teaching a child to ride a bike, start them young, when the brain’s motor 
development is most receptive. Give them some training wheels to start but, 
little by little, release your grip, even if that means they might fall off the 
bike a few times and risk injury. Then keep upping the ante, as they master 
each step, have them ride on different terrain, in harder circumstances – all 
in a safe and supportive environment. This ‘stress inoculation’, just small 
amounts of stress, will give the opportunity to learn adaptive strategies. This 
‘vaccinates’ the child psychologically so they can respond in an adaptive and 

functional manner when a larger stress comes their way. The introduction 
of the Wellbeing Course this year has gone a long way to vaccinate not only 
students but staff as well in handling situations they encounter.

Experience tells me the notion of failure and disappointment is somewhat 
unpalatable and unfashionable in an adolescent’s journey through high 

school. Arguably, Michael Carr–Gregg’s view is that parents at times act as 

‘helicopter parents’ or ‘bulldozer parents’ – that is, forging ahead before their 

child, constantly clearing their children’s path of any obstacles, ensuring 

success for them at every turn and, in trying to protect their children from 

feeling disappointment, they have unintentionally added to, and become 

part of, the problem.

But the education system is at fault too! We have trained our students to 

be afraid of crossing out answers for fear of getting them wrong; or trained 

them to wait for us to arrive to class before learning can begin or continue; 

or our students have expected their teachers to do the thinking for them 

because it was too hard or allowing students to say they can’t do things 

even before they have tried first.

In the Sydney Morning Herald at the end of last year, was a speech given 

by the Principal of SCEGGS Darlinghurst, Mrs Jenny Allum, at their Speech 

night. She summed it up so well – from which I quote:

“I don’t think that academic work, the 
extending of skills and knowledge 
should be easy. I want students 
to experience complex work and 
demanding, intellectual challenge. I 
want them to enjoy that challenge 
– to strive and fail, and fail, and fail 
again, and then experience the real joy 
of getting it, of finally being able to 
do it. Yet I see a trend against this – a 
growing tendency to choose the easy 
option.” 
I see this trend in mathematics and English, physics, chemistry and history, 

for example. I see it in senior students preferring to memorise a few generic 

English essays than to truly apply their intellect to answer the actual 

question posed in the HSC exam – with all its nuances and subtlety. We 

need to encourage all students to understand that academic work at school 

is challenging, and that this is good. There are things (a great many things, 

indeed) which Google or Wikipedia can answer, but you don’t really learn 

anything that way. You learn by puzzling over, by grappling with things 

deeply. The joy of mastering something which has taken real time and effort 

is unsurpassed.”

The most concerning issue for me this year has been the report of the 20–

year decline in Year 12 Science and Maths participation in NSW. While the 

overall number of students attending Year 12 increased by 16% between 

1992 and 2012, the proportion of those students studying Chemistry, 

Biology, Physics and Extension Mathematics subjects decreased dramatically. 

This is a major concern because it means that students might not have a 

sufficient grasp of scientific concepts that would help them understand 

important issues affecting society, such as climate change, GM crops and 

coal seam gas to name a few. The decline in this participation of subjects 

could also lead to a deficit in the country’s future scientific workforce. 

Having teachers who engage with these issues and concepts are vital – from 

the earliest ages – and we at NEGS are keen to develop this.

As well, there is a Maths crisis in Australia! According to statistics, just 1 in 

10 students study advanced Maths in Year 12. Worse, and more puzzling, is 

a collapse in girls studying Maths and Science. A gender breakdown shows 

nationally just 6.6% of girls sat for advanced Mathematics in 2013: that’s 

half the rate for boys and represents a 23% decline on the figure since 

2004! Incredibly, in NSW, a tiny 1.5% of girls take the trio of Advanced 

Maths, Physics and Chemistry.
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In a system where Maths and Science are optional for the HSC, less 

motivated students are going to drop out and girls’ participation is very, 

very low. If Maths was compulsory, it may be a different story! For many 

students, they choose not to do Maths and Science because they see 

them as irrelevant for what they will do in the future. However, this may 

contribute to a skills shortage as many candidates for relevant positions 

may not have the necessary background and skills to succeed. It is 

estimated that 75% of the fastest growing occupations require the so–

called STEM disciplines: science, technology, engineering and mathematics 

and their necessary skills and knowledge, yet Australian students flock to 

the humanities – and that’s OK if that is where their skills lie.

This is an area that NEGS has been and will continue to focus on, 

particularly with Year 9 next year, to encourage girls to be engaged in these 

areas. There will be plenty of opportunities for those who those of you 

who have the necessary skills and requirements – girls, you will be in huge 

demand!

Part of the reason for all of this is that the HSC has a lot to answer for. 

In my own specialty area, the philosophy of History in History Extension, 

like the science subjects and high–level Maths, the numbers have declined. 

In asking schools who have been active over the last 14 years and whose 

numbers have declined, it is because, and I quote, “bright students love the 

subject but if they are not guaranteed a Band 6, or E4, in the subject, they 

will not take the risk”. 

How unfortunate that this is what it has descended to – and schools are 

just as much to blame as they market their success rate in Band 6s through 

the League Table at the end of each year. Yet this is what parents want – to 

see schools being successful! What is doesn’t reflect are the numbers of 

students who gain Band 5 in difficult subjects, those students who attempt 

difficult subjects and succeed doing their best. What a pity that this is what 

the HSC has descended to – the ATAR is probably a better predictor for 

university as it recognizes the difficulty of subjects in their calculations – 

and ATARs are not published except by schools who get permission 
from students!

This afternoon we have recognised students who are on this journey, to 

making a difference by doing their very best in their academic subjects – 

but also to those that give witness to their faith, those that work at their 

subjects, sport, music and other extra curricular activities and strive to be 

the very best they can be – so they can make a difference in our world by 

their attitude, effort, rigour and resilience!

Before I close, I would like to recognise some staff members who will 

continue to make a difference in other places and schools because of their 

hard work, resilience and their own personal faith.

Ms Maxine Thompson has requested 12 months leave without pay for the 

2015 academic school year. She is planning on travelling to Canada for 

a working holiday with the intention of returning to NEGS in 2016. The 

School has agreed to this request for 1 year. We wish her all the best in 

her adventures next year with the hope that we see her smiling face and 

attention to detail in so many areas of the School in 2016.

Ms Julia Booth has been at NEGS for the last 3 years and contributed to the 

music program particularly with the younger members of the senior school, 

with Chapel music and private piano lessons with students. She obviously 

has enormous talents in composing and performing and this is an area that 

we would expect to see her develop and flourish in years to come. We wish 

Julia all the best in her future and hope that the contacts she has made at 

NEGS remains into the future.

Mrs Lou Wood has been employed at St John’s since 2007 in both part 

time and contracted roles throughout the years and taught the Years 1&2 

combined class this year. We thank her for filling in, often at short notice, 

and doing such a professional job.

Mrs Sam Morley began at NEGS in 2008. She taught in the Middle School 

when NEGS had a Middle School and she has taught a variety of subjects 

including History, Year 7 and 8 Technology Mandatory, Year 9/10 Design 

and Technology and Textiles, Year 11 and 12 CAFS, Year 9 and 10 ICT. She 

also coordinated Year 7/8 Mandatory Technology.  Sam was Year Advisor for 

this year’s Year 12 group when they were in their early years at NEGS. Sam 

has been fully involved as Round Square Representative and Coordinator of 

Junior Exchanges and this has been her passion – she has led and organized 

all activities magnificently. Sam is relocating to Hong Kong with her family 

and will teach at the Australian International School there. We wish her all 

the best for her move and in the next stage of her career.

May I acknowledge the support and governance of the NEGS Board, the 

commitment, dedication and professionalism of the staff, and the key role 

of the Deputy Principal, Mrs Mary Anne Evans, in facilitating everything our 

students have achieved. I would also like to publicly thank the members of 

the School Executive for their encouragement, support and willingness to 

go the extra mile, even when we meet at 7 am every Wednesday morning 

to discuss the issues pertaining to the running of the School. The Parents’ 

and Friends’ Association has raised funds to provide teaching equipment, 

continues to fund academic prizes, and has given wonderful support and 

encouragement at important times of the year. Many individual parents 

have supported the educational program of the School in such areas as 

field trips, camps and excursions and the hosting of exchange students and 

visitors. I acknowledge with gratitude the support given to the School in 

so many practical ways. This support from NEGS’ families will continue to 

benefit all students greatly. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to publicly thank my wife, Gaylia, 

for her unwavering support for me, working with me, guiding me through 

another year. She is her own person with her own passions and interests but 

as in all cases, it is teamwork that is always effective.

May I thank the NEGS community for their support for their children and 

for the School throughout the year. The year has flown but I firmly believe 

that the School is heading in the right direction thanks to the input of the 

Board, the Executive team, Heads of Department, Year Advisors and all staff, 

academic and support and the faith of the parents. The girls of this school 

would not flourish without the full support of all involved.

To the girls of NEGS – thank you for being who you are, collectively and 

individually. Without your presence, your talents and abilities, the School 

would be a poorer place. It is always good seeing your smiling faces and 

being actively involved in so many different pursuits, giving it a go and 

making use of opportunities given to you. Enjoy your break and return 

refreshed in 2015.

We finish on a positive note this year for the future – as of yesterday, 

Transition for 2015 is full. There are a total of 74 new students across both 

St John’s and NEGS who will be new to the school in 2015, of whom 45 will 

be boarders in the Senior School. From my understanding, this is the highest 

number of new students coming to the School since 2007/8.

Finally, may I wish you all a Happy and Holy Christmas and a safe New Year 

spent with family and friends. I look forward to seeing you all back in 2015 

with classes commencing on Wednesday 29 January.

NEGS PRINCIPAL

Clive Logan
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From The Head of  
Junior School 
2014 was an exciting and eventful year for the 
staff and students of St John’s.
St John’s wellbeing program is what drives the success of our school. 

Establishing patterns of positive thinking and active lifestyle ensures that 

our students are prepared for future challenges and lifelong learning. The 

LiveLifeWell@School program involved the development of the veggie 

garden, Daily Fitness (with an emphasis on fundamental movement skills) 

and the creation of the St John’s bike track.The leadership of Jess Oehler’s 

and Angela Sole have ensured that the NEGS wellbeing program has been 

implemented across the Senior School and also in the Kindergarten to Year 

6 classrooms.

At St John’s we believe that creativity is the key to dynamic and inspired 

learners. During Science Day we shared investigations with Senior girls and 

also held our ‘Paper Plate Challenge.’ This initiative was embraced by staff 

and students, with creativity and innovation at the heart of the process. 

Conceptual art challenges asked students to think about ‘What makes me 

unique’ and how can I see the world differently. A piece of fruit can become 

the Opera House, an inanimate object can be seen in a whole new light. 

Working with NERAM created opportunities for our older students to 

explore emotions and artistic expression through the community Catharsis 

Art Project that linked with Beyond Empathy. 

Wellbeing initiatives linked with strong academic programs make St 

John’s a leader in educational practice. Semester 2 saw the introduction 

of THRASS in Kindergarten and the consolidation of the MultiLit program 

across the Junior School. THRASS stands for Teaching Handwriting, Reading 

And Spelling Strategies and MultiLit is a support program developed by 

Macquarie University. The Pre–Lit program is used extensively in our 

Transition classroom. It is through stories, songs and games that our 

students will develop an early understanding of sounds and the language of 

literacy and early reading. The early intervention program used at St John’s 

ensures that all students are reaching minimum benchmarks for literacy. 

Our Infants parents were invited to a Parent Information Evening about 

literacy and numeracy strategies, with Mrs McCann and Mrs Oehler’s giving 

parents ideas and strategies to work with their children at home. DEAR 

(Drop everything and READ) became a part of the daily routine in Term 3 at 

St John’s. A focus on literacy, personal reading and enjoyment of literature 

will ensure our students use reading skills to understand content and think 

critically about their learning. 

Mathematics is an exciting and emerging focus for St John’s. From Year 6 

fraction games to Mrs Despi educating all of us about the Unit Method, 

there is a change in the way our students see themselves as learners and 

Mathematicians. Our talented students took part in the academic Scholars 

Program with the Senior School and took part in the Maths Olympiad. STEM 

will certainly be a major focus for 2015 with activities such as Science in the 

Bush and our Science Day working towards the development of our students 

as innovative problem solvers. The creation of the St John’s Chess Club in 

Term 4 by Mrs Ward saw our inaugural participation in the Junior school 

NSW Chess Association Tournament. The Year 6 gift of a playground Chess 

set complements the skills being acquired by our students in DEAR time and 

after school. The DaVinci Decathlon team and participation in the World 

Science Series Championships (20 000 competitors worldwide) and BEBRAS 

Australia Computational Thinking Challenge saw some outstanding result 

for our students.

Term 1 saw the departure from the Junior School of Mrs Cary Roberts. Her 

contributions over a 12 year period to the school were many and varied. 

During her time she implemented many key programs which saw the 

students of St John’s benefit both academically and socially. Mrs Roberts 

was integral in the relocation of St John’s back to the Horbury Hunt 

Building, allowing Transition to Year Six to be in the same area of the school 

campus. On a student level, Cary was responsible for the implementation of 

the Year Six peer leader program and could always be relied upon to provide 

both staff and students with a positive and caring environment. All the 

students and staff would like to thank Carey for her efforts at our school. 

St John’s is an exciting and dynamic school. The enthusiasm of our students 

and staff make it a fun and caring environment that nurtures the whole 

child. We believe that community involvement and pastoral care are as 

important as academic achievement. 2014 has been a year of growth and 

change for the school. It was with great pride that Mrs Nixon and I have 

collaborated to reflect and consider the enormous progress and gains that 

were made throughout the year at St John’s.

HEAD OF THE JUNIOR SCHOOL

Ms Shannon Rosewood
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From The Chaplain
What a joy to be teaching here at NEGS again 
after an 8 year absence! Some people are 
surprised at hearing this as the last name of 
the Chaplain has hardly changed in that time 
– Ms Eastment held the reins for a number of 
those years, still sorely missing the girls  
at NEGS.
Sometimes people ask me.. have things changed very much? The answer I 

usually give is that for the most part I have changed! I return a little older 

and wiser, with a family in tow and some life experience. However, it’s been 

wonderful to return to such beautiful, familiar surrounds… Again I gaze at 

the beautiful rose window at the back of the chapel as I speak at school 

chapel services. Again I sit at the desk in my office where I started my 

teaching journey. Again I meet with the students in a classroom which still 

contains tiny evidences of students I taught 8 years ago and  

remember fondly.

But many other things are new. New students and lots of them! Over the 

last year the Chapel has been packed, and our services have been full of 

games and interaction. Some students have never been to Chapel before 

and so we have been enjoying digging into the big questions of the Bible 

and investigating who this God of the Bible claims to be. ‘Science and God’ 

has been a stimulating topic of discussion – the ‘other’ Reverend Eastment 

(Gary) has also visited us on a few occasions answering some of the big 

questions the Bible addresses. ‘Who are we and who is responsible for  

this world?’ 

Last year Bishop Rick Lewers confirmed seven students from years 8 and 10. 

This was a great day as we witnessed these girls publicly declare their faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ. One student was asked during the service, ‘What is 

the best thing about being a Christian?’ She replied, ‘To finally really know 

why I’m here and what my life is all about.’ I suspect Miss Florence Green 

would have been delighted that her precious school was able to provide this 

type of spiritual guidance for students.

Other students have embarked on various service trips to both Fiji and 

Thailand, actively seeing how Christian love operates beyond our borders 

to those most disadvantaged. Every student has remarked almost the same 

thing on her return… “The children in these places are so poor and yet so 

happy. They had so much faith and joy in Jesus and love for others!” These 

comments only reinforce what the Bible has said for centuries..’A man’s life 

does not consist in the abundance of his possessions’. Luke 12:15

And finally, one group of students enjoyed a trip to the KYCK Conference 

at Katoomba in April. this KYCK is a Christian conference designed for 

high schoolers where our students got to hear some of the best Christian 

speakers of our time. A Christian conference? Sounds boring! Are we talking 

hippie guitar playing vegans singing ‘KumBayah” around the campfire? Not 

on your life! KYCK hosts 2000 high schoolers with “epic” musicians and a 

mosh pit! Christian speakers such as John Dickson (featured on Q&A and 

author of 15 books for young people) grace the platform and Instagram 

competitions abound. Students sit alongside those likeminded from various 

Sydney GPS schools and church youth groups from all over the city and 

further afield.

Our students are often amazed by the large numbers of other young 

Christian people when they go to KYCK. It’s fair to say that it can be a 

‘tough gig’ to express Christian faith when you’re a high schooler, even 

when your school actively encourages Christian faith. Who knows what 

your friends will think? This conference reminded our students that they are 

definitely not alone in their Christian convictions. Hear one of our  

student’s testimonies…

KYCK was an amazing experience that 
helped me grow in my faith. This was 
because one of the things I struggle 
with most is being influenced by my 
peers at school, and not being able 
to focus properly. At KYCK I realised 
that there are so many Christians 
around, and it is a welcoming 
community that they form. It was 
very encouraging to see so many 
Christians under the one roof! For me 
this was the most important aspect 
brought to life at KYCK. 
It has been an exciting and fulfilling year in the Christian Studies 

department at NEGS. But when the rubber hits the road the most exciting 

and memorable events happen day by day in the classroom. Having time set 

aside in our busy lives to consider life, God, and the universe is a wonderful 

opportunity and privilege. Seeing a sea of hands in the back row wanting to 

ask questions about God is a delight and joy as a teacher. Modern life will 

do its best to engage in frenetic “doing, doing, doing” but one thing that has 

not changed over the years is that NEGS is still a place where we can take 

time out to allow our hearts and minds to stop and think about true life and 

the one who gives it.

SCHOOL CHAPLAIN

Rev. Rebecca Eastment
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From The Archives
The N.E.G.S Archives Centre was established ten years ago in the former Music Block which was opened in 1923 in 

the same year as the Dining Hall complex. 

When the Music Block became vacant as the present Music Department was opened, the Archives Centre came into 

being. The Centre consists of fourteen small rooms previously used for the teaching of music and as practice rooms 

for students, and a central hall. One of these rooms is now the archivist’s office, another a storage room, and the 

remaining twelve rooms and the hall house a museum, records, memorabilia and historical items relating to the 

development of the school and the lifestyle of it’s students and staff from 1895, with the Foundress Miss Florence 

Green. Many of the exhibits were found, and others are still being found, in various departments of the school. Some 

have been presented by, or on behalf of, Old Girls, with whom we have close ties, and former staff members. 

The Archive Centre primarily exists for the benefit of N.E.G.S and its students and staff, past and present, but it is 

also of interest to historians, archivists and university and other students researching local and recent history, as we 

have a number of primary sources. Visitors are always welcome, and requests for information. For instance we were 

invited to participate in a very successful exhibition featuring the prominent New England White family in the New 

England Regional Art Museum (NERAM). Items borrowed from our Archives Centre were part of the display. 

Visitors, singularly or in groups, are given a guided tour. They often come with questions to be answered about 

exhibits or particular items. We hope they enjoy the experience, like one small boy who announced, as he came in 

eagerly, “I’m here to see the SWORDS”. He had heard of fencing by a Belgian master; they are part of a display at the 

far end of the central hall. (Yes, we did ensure that that particular visitor was not alone). 

ARCHIVIST

Jean Newall
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2014 Head Prefect
2014 has been a fantastic year for New England Girls’ School as we have 

seen all areas of the school flourish and prosper over the past year, setting 

up a solid foundation for the future. All projects that have been conducted 

by Year 12 of 2014 have been extremely successful and I am proud to have 

been a part of ensuring that the students of NEGS have been able to be 

involved in the diverse opportunities that this school offers.

One aim of this year group which was led by the Prefects, was a focus on 

the refinement and development of school spirit. This was demonstrated 

through the continuation and emphasis on the Community Cup – a cup 

which is awarded to the coloured house which gains the highest point score 

over a variety of areas throughout the school. Such areas include sports 

carnivals, school spirit, community involvement, appropriate behaviour and 

exhibit of uniform as well as creative arts competitions. This program was 

a huge success in encouraging and motivating students to whole heartily 

become involved in all aspects of school life, whilst faithfully devoting 

themselves to their coloured house in a healthy rivalry which all current and 

past students would fully understand. 

Additionally, the Prefects, with the ongoing support of Year 12, 2014, led a 

variety of fundraisers which the school were involved in, allowing for New 

England Girls’ School to be involved in assisting and supporting charities 

around Australia. The most significant association in which NEGS has 

supported this year was the McGrath Foundation – supporting women and 

their carers which have been touched by breast cancer. The building of a 

relationship between NEGS and the McGrath Foundation is a significant 

connection, which is fitting for an all girls school to have established and 

Year 12 hope that the link with the McGrath Foundation will continue to 

strengthen in the years to come. 

They say that “change is as good as a holiday,” and 2014 has encompassed 

significant adjustments in school life, all for the benefit and wellbeing of 

the students. Under the guidance and leadership of Mr Logan, New England 

Girls’ School is going from strength to strength and this can be seen through 

the significant increase in the number of enrolments for 2015. New England 

Girls’ School is a very special place and it is not until you leave the school, 

just as Year 12 of 2014 have, that you realise how exceptional it is. NEGS 

is a tight knit community where the traditions and spirit of the school are 

a focus for every student. The opportunities in which NEGS provides every 

student are those which are irreplaceable and they help in the moulding of 

every girl into a successful young woman. 

Year 12 would like to extend a large thank you to the school for allowing us 

to develop into the wonderful women we are, as well as for the opportunity 

to establish life long friendships. We know that every student will experience 

exactly what we have as a year group and we look forward to hearing all 

the successes of the Prefect body and Year 12 groups into the future. The 

Prefects and Year 12 of 2014 have enjoyed leading the school throughout 

the year and are proud of our achievements in intensifying the school 

spirit whilst becoming closer within our year group and building friendships 

within the school. 

I found a quote which I think perfectly sums up Year 12’s approach to New 

England Girls’ School in 2014 whilst also highlighting the huge impact that 

the school had had on our lives, it is a part of us that we will never forget. 

“If you have ever felt such tremendous 
enthusiasm and desire for something 
that you would gladly spend all your 
waking hours working on it, that you 
would happily do without pay, then 
you have found your passion.”
SHARON COOK AND GRACIELA SHOLANDER

HEAD PREFECT 

Emily Rogers
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Roundsquare
2014 was a busy year for Round 
Square at NEGS. It was the year we 
introduced a new student governance 
system by merging the Student 
Representative Council with the 
Round Square Committee.
 As a result we had more students actively involved in Round Square 

activities throughout the year. Events within school this year have included 

supporting local families in need through the New England Drought Appeal 

with $305 in donations from a casual day; a major fundraising Dance–A–

Thon for Mercy Ships and LifeStraws as our overseas charities ($931 raised) 

and other smaller funds raised including our annual commitment to Jeans 

for Genes and Canteen where students donated nearly $600 this year.

Activities run included the annual combined NEGS and St. John’s Easter 

Egg Hunt which raised money for the Prince Alexander Fund for global 

Round Square service projects. Our last event for the year in 2014 was 

the revamped Walk in Our Shoes Day under the leadership of new prefect 

Edwina Morton. Each house group focused on a global region and decorated 

their rooms and created a presentation about the major issues facing their 

allocated area. Combining art, research and drama, the day was a fantastic 

activity where all girls from Year 7 to 11 worked together to present their 

findings. Something new for this year was a focus on human rights and the 

work of Amnesty International.

Outside of the school we had 6 students attending a new service trip in July 

to Yippriinya Indigenous School in Alice Springs. This was in addition to the 

annual Chaplaincy service projects to Thailand and Fiji where students gave 

up their school holidays to work in the two centres of need supported by 

our three local independent schools. Conferences attended included Turkey 

and Jordan for seniors with Mrs Morley as well as New Zealand for the 

younger age group with Mrs Hiscox. Our exchange program was in full swing 

this year with Year 8’s Anna Campbell and Lucy Fenwicke visiting Scotch 

Oakburn in Tasmania whilst Ellie Fulloon and Brydi Holmes spent time at 

Westminster School in Adelaide. Internationally Year 10 students all went on 

exchange for a term to South Africa (Alys M), Denmark (Rachel J), England 

(Kate B), Scotland (Maddy M) and India (Logan B). NEGS was very fortunate 

to have reciprocal students visit from each of these schools as well as extras 

coming in from Canada, France and Oman. These exchanges all provide a 

richer learning environment for all of our school community as the students 

all share their experiences and build valuable international friendship 

networks for the future.

ROUNDSQUARE CO-ORDINATOR

Sam Morley
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Year 12 Awards 2014

ACADEMIC AWARDS
Shaina Berry  Business Studies

Laura Brown  Queensland Old Girls Prize for Citizenship

Sarah Collins  Constance Rolfe Choral Prize

Natasha Fulton–Kennedy Agriculture  
   Biology 
   Chemistry 
   Deidre Brown Prize for Science 
   Lions Club of Armidale 
   Dumaresq Prize for academic and sporting  
   excellence and community service

Isabella Gullifer–Laurie Extension 1 English – Armidale OGU Prize 
   Advanced English 
   2 Unit Mathematics 
   Visual Arts 
   Ancient History 
   Aneeka Sundararaj Prize  
   for creative art making

Matilda Hughes  Motto Prize for a wholehearted approach to learning

Emily Kedzlie  General Mathematics

Sarah Larsen  Textiles and Design 
   St Vincent de Paul Society Award  
   for demonstrating a concern for social justice 

Astrid Lethbridge  Community and Family Studies 
   Human Services – Nursing

Holly McDonald  Modern History

Brigitte Michel  Extension 1 Mathematics

Lucy Moffatt  Motto Prize for a wholehearted approach to learning 
   Rotary Club of Armidale Prize  
   for community citizenship

Phoebe Parry  Extension History 
   Everingham Prize  
   for interest and enthusiasm in Modern History

Savannah Peterson  Kinetico Shield for Business Economics 
   Everingham Prize  
   for interest and enthusiasm in Ancient History

Emily Rogers  Design and Technology 
   Personal Development, Health and Physical Education 
   Pierre de Coubertin Award

Courtney Scifleet  Legal Studies

Ella Tindal   P & F Prize  
   for special merit 
   Anthony Hardwick Visual Arts Prize  
   for the most innovative art work

Rebecca Waters  Primary Industries

Georgia White  Sinclair Trophy for Agriculture

Kayla Wicks  Standard English 
   Cudmore Trophy  
   for marked improvement

SPECIAL AWARDS

Dux of 2013    Molly McNeil

Principal’s Gift to the Head Prefect  Emily Rogers

Principal’s Gifts to the Senior Prefects  Laura Brown 
     Ella Tindal

Principal’s Gifts to the Prefects   Hilary Blackman 
     Matilda Hughes 
     Sarah Larsen 
     Holly McDonald 
     Lucy Moffatt 
     Shannon Neeson 
     Phoebe Parry 
     Kayla Wicks

Stephanie Howlett Trophy    Laura Brown 
awarded to a student who epitomises the spirit of NEGS

Principal’s Award    Emily Rogers 
for the best all–rounder  

NEGS Community Cup  Lyon House – Eliza Pitt 
for inter–house spirit 

Sydney Old Girls’ Union Prize    Christina Smith 
for community service  

W & J White Perpetual Trophy for Sports Prefect Kayla Wicks

Deborah MacNichol Trophy for Sports Prefect Kayla Wicks

Marcus Oldham Trophy   Shaina Berry 
for dedication, promise and motivation in the Equestrian Centre 

Kristine Uechtritz Trophy    Hannah Parker 
for senior horse management

Carter Cup     Matilda Hughes 
for the best student fund raiser

Gossip Shield    Shannon Neeson 
for commitment to music   

Anna Abbott Endowment    Emily Rogers 
for a student who intends to study education

University of Newcastle Scholarship  Laura Brown

Long Tan Award    Christina Smith 
Presented by Lieutenant Commander Rebecca Levitt, RAN

Armidale Taxi Co–operative Prize    Astrid Lethbridge 
for Citizenship

Quota Prize     Shannon Neeson 
for community spirit & service    

Reuben F. Scarf Memorial Foundation Award   Ella Tindal 
for commitment, consistency and a desire to improve  

King Constantine Medal    Christina Smith 
for demonstration of the Six Round Square Ideals 

Caltex Medal    Emily Rogers 
Best all rounder award

NEGS Ltd. Academic Award  Isabella Guillifer–Laurie

Speech Day Results

Speech Day Walking Out
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Wellbeing@NEGS
The NEGS Wellbeing Program was launched at the commencement of 2014 

with the aim to ensure that our students flourish in all aspects of their 

school life.

We have looked at ways of coping with stress in our everyday lives as part 

of National Mental Health Week, RU OK day and appreciated the needs of 

others in Anti-Poverty week and National Anti-bullying Day. We celebrated 

Close the Gap day and Reconciliation Week.

In the Senior School, all tutor groups made their way through the 24 

Character Strengths with the girls practicing Gratitude, Hope, Humour and 

Spirtituality in Term 4. Friday’s tutor time was spent reflecting on what went 

well during the week and How to show gratitude.

Year 7-12 Wellbeing lessons focused on a broad range of issues from 

achieving your potential to Stress Management and Self-efficacy, to a 

Growth Mindset to Managing your Emotions. Year lessons are delivered 

fortnightly by the Year Advisors with their Tutor team.

All Wellbeing lessons in Kindergarten to Year 6 are focused on two main 

outcomes:

• To acquaint students with the concept of values behaviour in everyday 

interaction with others in order to build self-worth.

• For students to recognise and understand their Character Strengths 

and to use their strengths to build resilience.

The  Value, Feeling or Character Strength in focus is incorporated throughout 

classroom lessons. Posters are displayed to visually demonstrate the focus 

Value or Strengths, with art lessons, literature studies and physical games 

also reflecting the Value or Character Strength.

Guest speakers this year included well know graphic artist Matthew 

Johnstone, who spoke to the girls on resilience and coping with stress. He 

donated two beautifully illustrated books to the NEGS library.

The NSW Parents Council facilitated two wonderful guest speakers in Term 

3. Kate Fitzsimmons spoke to Year 11 and 12 on Safe Travel overseas and 

Nina Funnell spoke to the girls on the role of the media in portraying body 

image.

Our Wellbeing Day for 2014 was filled with laughter and action as all 

students participated in a dance-a thon, tabloid sports and dressing up to 

represent a Character Strength. Years 7,8,9 attended “The Hurting Game” a 

production about cyber bullying.  Years 11 and 12 attended presentations 

by Senior Constable Fiona McCormack on Safe Partying and local Solicitor 

Chelsie Schaefer spoke to the girls on the legal implications of the mis-use 

of social media.

The Wellbeing program continues to be updated and evolves depending 

upon the current needs of the girls, together with new resources that can 

be incorporated  to prepare our girls for both setbacks and successes in 

life. Our goal is to support the students as they build resiliency skills and 

become positively engaged citizens both within the school and in the wider 

community.
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Junior Wellbeing.

The St John’s Wellbeing program has been developed from Kindergarten to Year 6 with a sequenced program so students entering the Senior School are 

continuing on from their prior knowledge in the Junior School.

Our Wellbeing Program builds on strong research by international esteemed psychologist Martin Seligman. He states that Well–being should be taught in 

school because it would be an antidote to the runaway incidence of depression, a way to increase life satisfaction and an aid to better learning and more 

creative thinking.

The Wellbeing Program is strongly imbedded in all Junior School classwork, specialists lessons and extra curricular activities. Our teachers provide a caring 

and enriching environment for all students to succeed.



17NEGS CHRONICLE 2014

Rifle Club
Spending eight days of the school holidays sleeping on a floor in a swag, 

being waited on hand and foot and fed by the Marett family and shooting 

non stop in daylight hours demonstrates the dedication of the eight girls in 

the NEGS Rifle Club “GPS” squad this year.

The NEGS Rifle Club shooting year began in Term One, when the Club 

welcomed new students into Smallbore shooting at the TAS Range where 

our Year 7 and 8 members shot on the 50 metre range throughout the term 

to get a feel for their new sport.

The Club did not travel as extensively as previous years however Sophie 

Marett, Georgia White, Natasha Fulton–Kennedy and Alex Patten attended 

the New England District Rifle Association’s prize meeting at Spring Ridge in 

March and mixed it with adult shooters.

In July, four NEGS shooters – Sophie, Natasha, Georgia and Isabelle Cameron 

shot in the Country Under 25 team versus City at ANZAC Range with Old 

Girl Rowan McNaught, experiencing their first competition at 700 and 800 

metres. While the team was new and lost the match, the experience at 

ANZAC Range is always worthwhile.

The Fullbore squad comprising Captain Sophie Marett, Vice Captain Natasha 

Fulton–Kennedy, Georgia White, Isabelle Cameron, Alex Patten, Sarah Wyatt 

and Anna Campbell then met at Wingham to begin five days intensive 

training. Local shooter and Queen’s Prize winner Tony Moon, his wife Wendy 

and Australian Team shooters Tony McGuigan Ian Griffiths again all chipped 

in with coaching throughout the week.

The Scot’s College squad joined the camp on Tuesday, training alongside and 

living somewhere off range. The Thursday match was returned, with the best 

five scores counted. Natasha shot best for NEGS with 207–7 ex 225.

The squad then moved to Hornsby Rifle Range to shoot the Fiona Reynolds 

All Schools Match. Usually shot at ANZAC Range, the change in venue was 

necessary because the electronic targetry at ANZAC had failed the weekend 

before. NEGS played a major roll in the organisation with the cooperation of 

all the other schools.

The match was contested among twelve teams of five shooters from TAS, 

Sydney High, Shore, Grammar, Scot’s and Newington. The NEGS team of 

Sophie, Natasha, Isabelle, Alex and Georgia shot brilliantly to come 4th 

overall, with Natasha, coached by Sophie, placing 4th in the individual 

scores. The result secured her The Burl Trophy and the team the Honner 

Shield, both for the second year in a row, in the concurrent match with 

Shore. Go to http://fionareynoldsallschools.webs.com/ for details.

Following a rest day, the team readied itself for the AAGPS Rifle Shooting 

Premiership which comprises three matches for the First VIII and a single 

match for the Second VIII.

On Tuesday morning, competition began with the Rawson Cup, eight 

counting shots at 500 and 600 metres. NEGS shot well, with Natasha, 

Georgia and guest shooter Rowan only one point down each for the match. 

NEGS finished ahead of TAS, Newington, and King’s and a mere “centre” 

behind Shore.

The NRA Shield followed in the afternoon, one stage of ten counting 

shots at 600 metres. Again NEGS shot well come in virtual 5th ahead of 

Newington and Shore.

On Wednesday morning the team shot in the Second VIII match, a more 

realistic competition for the girls, NEGS coming second with 516–30 behind 

High’s 533–48, with the other schools back in the 400s. Natasha dropped 

only two points in this match.

Mr Logan joined us for the day was soon renewing acquaintances with 

King’s connections and getting into the spirit of the competition.

In the afternoon it was back to the final First VIII contest, the Buchanan 

Shield, a stage of deliberate at 300 metres followed by the exciting Snap 

application – firing at a tray sized target which is revealed for five seconds, 

then turned away for five, for eight shots. 

All shooters shot exceptionally well in the frontal glare, Natasha and Isabelle 

scoring 37 ex 40 while Sarah’s overall score matched Natasha’s 74–5.

In the individual First VIII aggregates, Natasha finished 9 points down, which 

again placed her among the top twelve shooters on the range. All the girls 

improved on personal scores and finished the ten day camp and matches as 

hugely improved shooters.

Regrettably, this was the last competition for Year 12s Sophie, Natasha and 

Georgia. 

A huge thank you to David and Cath Marett for their tireless work and 

organisation over the camp and David Willis and Andrew Cameron for their 

continued support for the team. Thanks also to the parents who came to 

barrack for the girls, Wingham Rifle Club, Fred Lawler, Shore and Sydney 

High for their long standing support, and Mr Logan.

“Like” the Club at fb.com/negsrifleclub.

RIFLE CLUB

Mr David Rose
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Boarding Report
It has been a positive and exciting year in boarding. We started 2014 off 

with a ‘Boarders Getaway’ to the Gold Coast. This weekend enabled new 

students to settle in and meet their peers whilst having fun in a relaxed 

environment. 135 students in total attended this excursion with a nice mix 

of daygirls and boarders. The girls enjoyed Wet ’n’ Wild water park, shopping 

at Harbour Town factory outlets and time at the caravan park playing ‘putt 

putt’ Golf or relaxing by the pool. This trip was a great success and we look 

forward to implementing a similar idea in 2015. 

Throughout the year boarders were offered many activities. Each weekend 

an optional activity was advertised and students were able to sign up 

to be involved. Some of the activities included trips to the Art Gallery, 

Rollerblading, Armidale Farmers Markets, pizza making, local fun runs and 

Flix in the Stix. Boarders were also given the opportunity to attend mid 

week concerts such as ‘The Final Note’ for HSC Music and ‘Curtain Up’ for 

HSC Drama. 

Each term NEGS Boarders enjoyed a Formal Dinner. The menu, decorations, 

music and theme were chosen by a year group and the girls embraced 

this opportunity by delivering some unique events. In addition to this a 

special dinner was organised for the Year 12 Boarders at the Powerhouse to 

celebrate the end of their final year as a boarders at NEGS. This was a lovely 

evening where the girls enjoyed a variety of tapas style dishes and tasty 

mock–tails. 

To finish off the year, 60 students attended the end of year Coffs Harbour 

trip. This 2 night excursion was developed to celebrate the end of the 

junior exams and the 2014 academic year. The girls enjoyed shopping at 

Park Beach Plaza, swimming, beach games and a multitude of activities at 

Darlington Holiday Resort. It has been a fantastic year in boarding and we 

look forward to this continuing in 2015. 

A huge thank you to our 2014 Boarding Prefects Lucy Moffatt and Holly 

McDonald. These two young ladies have done an amazing job in facilitating 

positive change in boarding. They have been the voice of the student 

boarding body and have done a wonderful job in this role. We welcome 

Rebecca Mulligan to the role of 2015 Boarding Prefect and know she will 

do an amazing job. As Head of Boarding Mrs Mary Anne Evans has been 

instrumental in leading the boarding team with the assistance of Miss 

Sarah Ronald and Miss Maxine Thompson as Heads of Kirkwood and 

Saumarez Houses respectively. Thank you to our 2014 boarding staff. Our 

Housemothers Kerry Middleton and Lara Johnston have been a strong 

support base for the girls in boarding, their genuine kindness, care and 

professionalism is appreciated. Thank you also to our Duty Staff and 

Weekend Housemothers, Dawn Tyler, Fay Paris, Elizabetta Vesnaver, Lisa 

Henry, Emma Timmins, Tori Packer, Ellie Evans and Laura–Jo Green. In 2015 

we welcome Mrs Stephanie Thomas to the role of Head of Saumarez House 

as Miss Maxine Thompson takes a leave of absence for 12 months to travel. 

Things are looking bright for the future of Boarding at NEGS. We are excited 

to be welcoming many new boarders in 2015 and welcoming back our 

existing girls. 

HEAD OF SAUMAREZ HOUSE

Miss Maxine Thompson
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Year 12 Advisor Report
What a year! It is hard to believe it is all over. When we look back to the first 

days of Year 12 for the class of 2014 it was the Leadership Camp that first 

comes to mind. As a year group the girls were brilliant, working together to 

overcome many challenges and support each other in difficult settings. It 

was a pleasure for Mrs Despi and I to see the vision and ideas that the girls 

held for the school. It was even more pleasing to see them facilitate positive 

change within the school throughout their final year. They used many of 

the ideas which they came up with at camp and were true and honourable 

leaders of the school. 

Once 2014 commenced the calendar was full. The girls endured and enjoyed 

leading the rest of the school into their final set of carnivals. The Athletics, 

Cross Country and Swimming Carnivals showed off some of the best cheers 

and choreographed moves we have ever seen. The formal and Valedictory 

celebrations were incredible and a truce testate to a wonderful year group 

and a dedicated and supportive group of parents. 

Thank you to our wonderful Year 12 tutors, Mrs Thomas, Mr Fisher, Mrs 

Wright and Mr O’Neill. Your guidance and genuine care for Year 12 is truly 

appreciated. 

Year 12 we toast
to your independence I remember the excitement clearly from year 10 

camp when Miss T and I allowed you to go for a coffee or a run in pairs as 

long as you let us know where you were going via text. Now you do not 

have to text for a coffee nor call if you are running late to Saumarez House 

and I’m sure you will not miss signing in at out at Mrs Choices office 

to your courage and strength in 2012 we saw tragedy all to close to home 

and fought back in the Relay For Life raising over $2000 and bonding closer 

than ever as a year group

To you as a team year 11 leadership camp highlighted how you worked 

together. One of my favourite memories was when the whole year group 

rallied behind Matilda on the high Y. Tears streaming down her face she was 

petrified… but true to form she was determined and you guys got her there. 

I think I may have shed a tear at the beauty of it. More recently your team 

work was clear in your ‘Muck Up ‘ Assembly and I will quote Mrs Evans in an 

email which was sent to you all

Dear Girls,

I just wanted to congratulate you all on the best 
“Muck–up–assembly” I have ever attended. It was 
witty, clever and well planned.

All the staff were suitably impressed and your hard 
work payed off. Well done. You have set the bar 
incredibly high for years to come.

Lastly we toast to the bright and successful future ahead…I am proud each 

time I see you guys sining, performing, playing sport or excelling in the 

classroom. The talent in this year group is incredible. Use these talents, 

believe in yourselves and Let the adventure begin

With this we farewell the class of 2014. Congratulations on what you have 

done and good luck for the opportunities and adventures the future will 

bring each and every one of you.

HEAD OF SAUMAREZ HOUSE

Miss Maxine Thompson
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Year 12 

2014

Laura Adams Shaina Berry Hilary Blackman Ally Bray Laura Brown

Annabel Campbell Sarah Collins Natasha Fulton–Kennedy Catriona Graham Tessa Harron

Matilda Hughes Isabella Gullifer–Laurie Emily Kedzlie Allison Korn Sarah Larsen

    Hannah Laurie
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Astrid Lethbridge Brigitte Low Sophie Marett Holly McDonald Brigitte Michel

Lucy Moffatt Emily Morrice Shannon Neeson Hannah Parker Phoebe Parry

Savannah Peterson Eliza Pitt Marie–Lee Ramplin Abbie Robertson Emily Rogers

Courtney Scifleet Christina Smith Rebecca Waters Georgia White Kayla Wicks
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The things we like best in Transition.

We like the sandpit and the veggie patch.

We love being on the big stage!

We love the Pony and Me program and love it when the big kids visit our room.

Most of all we like learning, making friends and having lots and lots of fun.
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Kindergarten
We are shooting stars!
Kindergarten have accomplished many things in 2015. Students have shown a great love of learning, 
kindness and compassion for others throughout the year.

Kindergarten have been able to read and write with maturity, demonstrate that mathematics is fun and 
exciting especially when problem solving and discovering their local environment and playground is a 
great opportunity for questioning and experimenting.

Kindergarten are shooting for the stars and are simply amazing!

Kindergarten 2015 
We are shooting stars! 

Kindergarten have accomplished many things in 2015. Students have shown a great love of learning, kindness and compassion 
for others throughout the year. 

 Kindergarten have been able to read and write with maturity, demonstrate that mathematics is fun and exciting especially 
when problem solving and discovering their local environment and playground is a great opportunity for questioning and 

experimenting.  
Kindergarten are shooting for the stars and are simply amazing! 

Kindergarten 2015 
We are shooting stars! 

Kindergarten have accomplished many things in 2015. Students have shown a great love of learning, kindness and compassion 
for others throughout the year. 

 Kindergarten have been able to read and write with maturity, demonstrate that mathematics is fun and exciting especially 
when problem solving and discovering their local environment and playground is a great opportunity for questioning and 

experimenting.  
Kindergarten are shooting for the stars and are simply amazing! 
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Year 1/2
The best thing about St 

John’s this year was...

…piano lessons. They are fun and I 
think I am going to keep doing it. I 
like to practise and after that I can 
make up some more music!
ALEISHA

…..playing horses with my friend, 
Siena!
AVA

…..swimming lessons! It was fun. I 
like freestyle!
SIENA

…was Activities Day at the end of 
the year! We got to do craft all day! 
ARABELLA

…..going to the Riding School 
Christmas Party, riding and getting 
a candy cane, Petey Pie and 
watermelon! 
DELILAH

…was building a big T-Rex with all 
my friends. Teamwork helped a lot!
EVA

…was the fund raiser for the 
sandpit! There was a monster cup-
cake tray and if you gave money for 
the sand pit you got a cup-cake!
ARCHIE

….writing stories! I love writing 
stories! 
CHARLIE

….our trip to Thalgarrah and we 
saw a lizard!
ANDREW

….the bike track! Because all the 
kids are happy and having fun! 
WILL K
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Years 3/4
This year was the best year. I am more resilient than I was at the start of the 

year. I like going out to the board and being the Challenger in maths. It used 

to be very scary but now I just get up and have a go. I try to be successful in 

everything I do in class. I am very proud of myself for everything I do.

CAITLIN

This year has been great fun. We have done projects, PE, maths and camp. 

I used to be really shy and worried, now I enjoy myself and I’m a lot more 

sensible and I have achieved many things. I enjoy challenges and I am 

confident in difficult situations. Experiments are fun especially when you 

fail and have to try again. In my successes and failures, I’ve always enjoyed 

myself.

SOLLY

This year has been great. There have been ups and downs but I have learnt 

from all my mistakes and successes. Our 3/4 camp was the best, we all had 

a great time. Our competitive maths was great too. All of us are confident 

to be the Challenger in front of the class and we all have a go. This year my 

classmates and I have put a lot of effort in and now we are very mature, 

persistent and proud. We are all independent workers and I am very proud of 

how far I have come.

LYDIA

This is the best year ever. I have definitely matured. I am more resilient and 

organised most of the time. I have been very successful in maths and art 

competitions. I have tried so, so, so hard at maths. I stopped worrying and I 

did the maths which was very hard. I have put so much effort into this year 

and I am so glad. I am so, so, so proud of myself.

ALEX

This year was a big step up from Year 3. It was a big change but I tried 

my hardest to do my best. I think this year the hardest thing was maths, I 

struggle in maths but I don’t let the struggle overpower my brain. I think 

that Science experiments were fun and HSIE was cool. My favourite part of 

the year was camp. I think that I have gone fantastically and I’m proud of 

myself. 

LOTTIE

I have done lots of things like maths, sports, art and spelling. I have been 

improving things like handwriting. Even though I am new, I have made many 

friends and they have welcomed me very nicely and we have played many 

games. The class and school activities have been fun. We have the chance to 

do teamwork and experience new things. 

TARIQ

I loved this year. The year was really fun, I have another bestfriend, Solly. I 

improved at maths and writing. My favourite is maths because of working 

it out and working with people. Art was my least favourite. I am resilient 

because I get along with others and I get back up if I fall down. 

CALAN

This year has been the best year. We have been on camp to Lake Keepit 

and we have done projects, drama, science and lots more.I think that I have 

improved in being more resilient, organised and I have matured a lot. The 

science experiments have been heaps of fun. Next year I will try to do even 

better at my school work.

ARNIKA

This year has been the best year in my life.This was a fun year and a hard 

year as well. I tried my best in everything I did.My favourite subjects are art 

and computers. It was a fun year. Next year I hope to achieve even more.

ASHLEY

We discovered many things, Captain Cook and the First Fleet, early 

Aborigines,famous Australians, difficult words, science, geography, maths, 

grammar and spelling, technology and gardening. We managed them all.

JADE

I loved this year with my class in 3/4. My favourite part of this year was 

doing maths and going on camp to Lake Keepit. I also loved music. Now 

I have lots of friends and I enjoy mixing up my brain. I am sometimes 

organised, but at other times I forget things. I like being the Challenger for 

maths. I am proud that I have achieved so much this year.

ELOISE
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Year 5

Have you even seen a school like St 

John’s? Wonderful teachers, friendly 

students, enjoyable-challenging work, 

fantastic excursions.

WILLIAM NICOL

Have you ever seen St John’s? 

Beautiful classrooms, amazing 

teachers, delicious food, fun play.

HOLLIE O’HALLORAN

Have you ever seen St John’s? Giggly 

students, encouraging teachers active 

playtimes, playful friends.

ISABELLA JOHNSON

Have you ever seen St John’s? Loving 

children, caring teachers clean 

grounds, fun classes.

ISABELLA COLLISON

Have you ever seen St John’s? 

Lovely teachers, warm welcome, fun 

activities, exciting experience.

BRONTE DAGG

Have you ever seen St John’s? Warm 

welcomes, kind faces, exciting games, 

wild playground.

HANNAH RAHIM

Have you ever seen St 

John’s ? bike bells ringing, happy kids 

singing Teachers teaching, friendly 

students.

TIMOTHY LINDEMAN

Have you ever heard St John’s? 

Laughing voices, amazing camp, ringing 

bike bells, shutting and opening doors.

HAYLEY WHITEHILL

Have you ever heard St John’s? 

Chuckling children, singing students 

kind kids, fun friends.

ISABELLA GOOCH

Have you ever seen St John’s? Warm 

welcomes, friendly friends, beautiful 

bushes, trendy trees.

KEELEY O’CONNOR

Have you ever seen St John’s? Playing 

happy kids, marvellous teachers, 

ringing bike bells, peddles move fast 

on bikes, this is St John’s! 

ISABELLE CHANDLER

Have you ever seen St John’s? Happy 

faces, playing children Cheerful 

teachers, smiling everyone!

NICHOLA CLARKSON

Have you ever felt St John’s? Caring 

embrace, friendly atmosphere, 

eagerness for learning, welcoming and 

safe environment.

ALEX FULLOON

Have you ever seen St John’s? Pure 

nature, colourful frames, Inspirational 

warmth, special students.

DANIEL JAMALI

Year 5 
Have you even seen a school like St John’s?

Wonderful teachers, friendly students,
enjoyable-challenging work, fantastic excursions.

William Nicol

Year 5 have had a great year with all students achieving 
personal success in both academic and co-curricular areas. 
They have been very busy this year with many excursions 
including their 5/6 camp to Canberra, eisteddfod participation, 
sporting competitions and in-school challenge days. It has 
been a wonderful time for all!

Have you ever seen St John’s?
Beautiful classrooms, amazing teachers,

delicious food, fun play.

Hollie O’HalloranHave you ever seen St John’s?
Giggly students, encouraging teachers

active playtimes, playful friends.

Isabella Johnson

Have you ever seen St John’s?
Lovely teachers, warm welcome,
fun activities, exciting experience.

Bronte Dagg

Have you ever seen St John’s?
Loving children, caring teachers

clean grounds, fun classes.

Isabella Collison

Have you ever seen St John’s?
Warm welcomes, kind faces,

exciting games, wild playground.

Hannah Rahim
Have you ever heard St John’s?
Laughing voices, amazing camp,

ringing bike bells, shutting and opening doors.

Hayley Whitehill

Have you ever seen St John’s ?
bike bells ringing, happy kids singing
Teachers teaching, friendly students.

Timothy Lindeman

Have you ever heard St John’s?
Chuckling children, singing students

 kind kids, fun friends.

Isabella Gooch

Have you ever felt St John’s?
Caring embrace, friendly atmosphere,
eagerness for learning, welcoming and 

safe environment.

Alex Fulloon

Have you ever seen St John’s?
Pure nature, colourful frames,

Inspirational warmth, special students.

Daniel Jamali

Have you ever seen St John’s? 
Playing happy kids, marvellous teachers,

ringing bike bells, peddles move fast on bikes,
this is St John’s! 

Isabelle Chandler

Have you ever seen St John’s?    
Warm welcomes, friendly friends,

beautiful bushes, trendy trees.

Keeley O’Connor

Have you ever seen St John’s?
Happy faces, playing children

Cheerful teachers, smiling everyone!
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Year 6
I am a child 
I am all the things of my past 
I am the smile of my mum 
I am the happiness of my dad 
The bond between my 
brothers and sister 
I am all I see 
Lambs chasing each other 
Newly born calves 
Large and small 
I am all I hear 
Dogs barking 
Cows mooing 
Lambs baaing 
Tractors reeving 
‘Sweet dreams, Sweetie’ 
“Evie, Grab that for me” 
I am all I feel and taste 
Toes on the dryness of the dirt 
Soft and cuddly in bed 
Chocolate melting on the tongue 
The juiciness of the steak 
And all I remember 
The slip on the rocks at the beach 
A puppy from a special breeder 
The happiness of my parents 
The hair-dos of my sister 
I am all I have been taught 
Breathe out the ‘E’ 
Mums advice will lead you in the right 
way 
I am all I think 
Secrets 
School 
Friendships 
Family 
I am all those things 
I am like a bird 
And these things are my nest 
But one day I will open my wings and fly 
And be free 
Because ! 
I’m the women of the future

EVA KNOX

Mrs Dent discussing  
About homework for the week 
Try to get it right !

ANNA JARVIS

Kids learn happily 
Teachers laughing rapidly 
No place like St John’s

LEXIE ROSE

For tumbling and turning   
For hola and hooping  
For bars and beams 
We are thankful !  
For wheels and axles  
For bumps and humps  
For crashes and cruises and mostly for 
purple chin bruises  
We are thankful ! 
For smiles and grins 
For hugs and kisses 
For best friends forever 
We are thankful ! 
For writing and composing 
For palm cards and lucky pens 
For 3 intense minutes 
We are thankful ! 
For law and order 
For looking our best 
For laying a wreath 
We are thankful ! 
For 16 great hours 
For a marvellous time including dessert  
For talking to midnight and waking up 
shattered 
We are thankful ! 
For the teachers who’ve made my 
whole junior school worth it 
For the people who made me smile 
For the happy pants and ticking train 
clocks 
We are thankful ! 
For achieving and receiving 
For those red and blue strips 
For an awesome new principal 
We are thankful ! 
For panting and puffing 
For the 3 k run 
For the little lizard that I saw 
We are thankful ! 
For centre stage, right and left 
For microphones and almost going deaf 
For lights camera action and a whole 
lot more 
We are thankful ! 
For everyone who helped me grow 
For everyone that made me who I am 
Year six 2014 will soon be history 
and year 7 to us is a mystery! 
I am thankful! ! ! 

CILLA CLONAN

Kids play everywhere 
The sandpit and monkey bars 
Bell rings, time for class!

CLANCY HEDGES

I am a child. 
I am all the speed and jokes of my dad 
I am the good heart of my mother ! 
I am all I see 
Rocky driveway road 
Farm animals to be fed 
Long drive ways to be walked 
Tall pine cone trees ! 
I am all I hear. 
Cows mooing in distance 
Say your prayers 
Pigs screaming with hunger 
“Clean up your room” ! 
I am all I feel and taste. 
Rocks through my shoe 
The softness of my mother 
The taste of meat ! 
I am all I remember. 
Camping trips to Crescent Head 
Hide and go seek 
Bubble O Bill’s, Hay Bills too ! 
I am all I’ve been taught. 
Wear sunscreen 
Swim between the flags 
Tell the truth ! 
I am all I think. 
Doing well 
Deep special thoughts that worry me 
Trying my best 
I am all those things 
They are the things I am now 
And the things I will be 
As a woman of the future !

ISABEL BOOKALLIL

I am a child 
I am a child of the past 
I have the kindness of my mother 
I have the eyes of my dog 
I am the bravery of a lion ! 
I am all that I see 
Children running and laughing 
Ladies fussing over babies 
Men watching the footy ! 
I am all that I hear 
“Tuck your shirt in” 
“Two peas in a pod” 
Birds chirping daintily 
Greetings to one another ! 
I am all I feel and taste 
Soft, relaxing dog fur 
Warm freshly cut grass 
My cat curling up on my lap 
The cool tang of ice cream and soda 
The salty taste of fish and chips ! 
And all I remember 
An old tyre swing with a faded rope 
When I broke my arm at a playground 
My first snow fall. 
Falling, then getting up, again and again 
And breaking my arm - again! ! 
I am all I’ve been taught 
Never give up. 
Don’t take drugs! ! 
I am all I think 
Secrets 
Worries ! 
I am all of those things ! 
I’m like a bird 
One day I’ll leave my brothers and 
sisters 
I’ll spread my wings and take flight.! 
Because I am a woman of the future. !

CHARLOTTE

For school leaders and classmates, 
For laptops,iPads and Denty, 
Tough lessons that drag on, 
And for parents who send us here, 
We are thankful. ! 
For choir and vocal ensembles, 
For carols performances and band, 
And our strong musical connections, 
We are thankful. ! 
For the bike track, touch, basketball 
and competitiveness 
For sportsmanship, fair play, rules 
and enjoyment, 
Markers, fields and morning fitness, 
Organisers and teachers, 
We are thankful. ! 
For sprinting or jogging, 
For Dumulo, Lyon, Murray and Green, 
Groups screaming and cheering, 
And for field and track, 
We are thankful. ! 
For sickness and joking, 
Too many lollies, 
Millions of tours, stories and legends, 
And the tired trip home, 
We are thankful. ! 
For school pride and glory, 
Heated competition and shaking 
hands, 
Sweaty brows and stuttering, 
And for well produced speeches, 
We are thankful. ! 
For our fantastic teachers, 
Joking, enthralling and our future, 
And for happy pants, 
We are thankful ! 
For intense study. 
Brain racking 40 minute exams, 
Pens, pencil and paper, 
And the long awaited results, 
We are thankful. ! 
For the dining hall, 
For healthy meals and a balanced 
diet, 
For warming meals in winter, 
And cool refreshing salads in summer, 
We are thankful. ! 
For the screaming kids, 
Playing corners or doing homework, 
For uneven roads and games to pass 
time, 
We are thankful. ! 
For final speeches, 
Children having an excited buzz, 
As awards of recognition and 
improvement are handed out, 
Parents all lined up, someone crying. 
As year six sing a song 
We are thankful. ! 
Teachers saying their goodbyes, 
Now year six is conquered, 
Year seven to come, 
We are thankful.

GRACE CASSIDY 

Eli’s Tricks and Tips for 
being a success in Year Six 
!!!

Teachers do not like people talking in 
tests. Teachers love to have a good joke, 
when appropriate. They are supportive 
and caring, always wearing a smile. !
Do not talk when the teacher is talking. 
Be kind to other students. When Mrs 
Dent is looking for her pen - Don’t tell 
her it is in her hair.
Always bring your note back in before 
the teacher is chasing you for it.
Always have your diary on your desk. 
Enjoy your time, it is over too soon.

My time at St John’s !

“Great Friends, Great Teachers, 
Welcoming Environment.”
FRANCISCA DUGDALE
“These memories will lead me 
into the future with confidence.”
ZOE REED
“Friendly atmosphere, caring 
teachers and great learning 
opportunities.”
HANNAH STEWART
“This year has been fantastic 
because of the friendly and 
supportive environment.”
KATIE HANCOCK
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Year 7
Year Advisor Report
After the hectic pace of Term 4 it is nice to sit quietly and reflect on 

the year that has been and the young ladies who I had the pleasure 

of meeting all those months ago. I look at them today and they are 

confident, well adjusted students who have so much to offer. They have 

been involved in every facet of life at NEGS and have approached their 

academic studies and co–curricular activities with enthusiasm and 

positivity.

The excursion to Lake Keepit was the ice–breaker we needed to get us 

off to a great start. Year 7 travelled to Lake Keepit Sport & Recreation 

Centre to participate in a number of activities designed to get them 

working as a team with lots of get–to– know– you activities. Students 

enjoyed Rock–climbing, abseiling, canoeing, ropes course, raft building 

and of course the ever popular Giant Swing and the intense February 

heat did nothing to drain the girls enthusiasm and they really did make 

the most of the experience and had a wonderful time. My thanks go to 

Mrs Terri Swartz for supporting me so enthusiastically and to Year 7 for 

their outstanding participation in all activities and exemplary behaviour 

at all times.

Year Meetings have also been an opportunity for Year 7 to come 

together and spend time with each other. The highlight being the ‘Design 

Your Own Anti–bullying Superhero’ activity that the girls completed 

which was a lot of fun but also contained a very serious message for 

the students. During these sessions students have also looked at, and 

were involved in activities about rights and responsibilities, relationships, 

influences, conflict resolution and the importance of being YOUnique. 

The girls all actively participated and were happy to share their opinions 

and reflect on areas which needed improvement which shows a 

developing confidence and maturity in all the girls.

MRS AMBER MCCULLOCH

Year 7 JOC Tutor Group
Reflecting on 2014 in Tutor time has proved to be a wonderful experience 

for myself and the young ladies in our group.

We quickly established a routine and the first few weeks was spent with 

getting to know fellow students, familiarising themselves with where 

classrooms where and finding buildings they needed to go to along with 

being aware of the ‘time’ of the day. The School bell ringing signalled a 

change of class, rooms, and teachers. The bell also signalled to be at the 

Dinning Hall on time for your lunch time, and other extra curricula activities. 

It became evident that a ‘planner’ for study would help to submit those 

assessment tasks by the due date.

In amongst all of this ‘new ground’ we settled into the programmed 

Character Strengths for 2014. We discussed and reflected on each character 

strength as a group. This spotlight on each individual’s personal opinion 

developed into a unique opportunity to really get to know each other on a 

deeper level. We also found time to have some ‘fun’ when time permitted to 

answer questions called “Teen Talk in a Jar”. 

We have worked hard and had many enjoyable moments throughout 2014.

Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year!

MRS JAN O’CONNELL

Year 7 SON Tutor Group
Tutor group was packed full of team–building activities this year. Students 

participated in NEGS Wellbeing program to improve their coping skills when 

faced with the problems – big or small – of life in high school. They shared 

their worries and hopes, and learnt to focus on the positive by keeping a 

weekly feel–good diary.

Life in Year 7 is a learning curve – there are so many new things to learn 

to deal with! Regular uniform checks, co–curricular card checks, diary 

checks and even surprise locker checks helped the girls to improve their 

organisation skills and take pride in the knowledge that they were doing 

the right thing. Fun Fridays were always a highlight of the week. Students 

played games, sang karaoke or created craft together, with an emphasis on 

respecting and helping each other.

Congratulations, girls, on a fantastic year!

MRS SIDONIE O’NEILL

Year 7 SRO Tutor Group
7SRO has approached their first year of senior school with enthusiasm 

and dedication. The girls as a whole are involved in a great variety 

of extracurricular activities and have achieved well in many of these 

endeavours. Each week the students investigate a different aspect of the 

Wellbeing Program during Tutor Time. The group has discussed, explored 

and pondered open–mindedness, love of learning, authenticity, persistence, 

kindness, leadership, prudence and gratitude to name a few. Each session has 

provided a variety of skills for the girls to use on a daily basis to navigate 

their way around the social interactions of their school lives. 

The girls have all excelled in a variety of different ventures and are all to be 

commended for the following achievements: 

Daisy Meehan – represented Student Representative Council for Semester 

1, IGSSA CC

Penny Haynes – IGGSA CC, IGSSA Athletics, IGSSA Hockey

Georgia Kaynes – participation in netball and shooting

Megan Galbraith – Science Championship Bronze Award, achieved a 

certificate of distinction and a prudence award for Maths Competition (for 

the highest number of consecutive correct answers)

Chelsae–Rae Hobday – participation in netball

Sophie Mitchell – High Distinction in Online Science competition

Sophia–Rose Gibby–Loughrey – Science Championship Bronze Award, 

Representing NEGS at Poona

Miah Lupica – represented School Representative Council for Semester 2, 

IGSSA Athletics

Isabelle Perrottet – excelled in her many musical pursuits – violin and 

singing – and sporting activities – tennis, equestrian, triathlons

The achievements above are merely an indication of 7SRO’s dedication 

and commitment to achieving academically and in a variety of practical 

endeavours. The girls proactive manner this year will set them in good stead 

for their future studies. I am so proud of all that the girls have achieved this 

year. It has been a pleasure to have so many unique characters in 7SRO 

Tutor Group. 

MISS SARAH RONALD
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Year 8
Year 8 started the year warmly with their new Year Advisor, Mrs Angela Sole and Tutors Mrs Sam Morley and Mrs 

Consuela Despi. We met together as a year in Year Meetings to learn about Student Wellbeing. Topics covered 

included Recognising Emotions, Empathy, Trust, Gossip, Conflict Resolution and Thinking Traps. In Tutor Time the girls 

looked at building their Character Strengths and reflected on Fridays on what had gone well during the week. End of 

term parties were also a treat and time to relax and enjoy as a year group.

Our SRC representatives for the year were Claudia Meehan, Ellen Archer and Charlotte Kingham. These girls 

promoted and represented their year with aplomb, with the oganisation of the dance–a–thon a success.

The Year 8 participants on the Christian Service Trip to St Christopher’s Home in Fiji were Brydi Holmes, Charlotte 

Kingham, Sarah Wyatt, Kathleen McPhie and Jamie McElroy. The girls made buddies at the Home and reported back 

on what they had done to aid and support all of the children at this wonderful Home.

Learning away from school was experienced on a Round Square School’s Exchange at Westminster School, Adelaide 

for Brydi Holmes & Ellie Fulloon and at Scotch Oakburn College, Launceston, for Lucy Fenwicke & Anna Campbell.

The Year 8 2014 Confirmation class consisted of– Emily Knox, Olivia Carter, Kathleen McPhie and Charlotte Kingham. 

These girls and their families attended a Confirmation Ceremony performed by Bishop Rick Lewis in the NEGS 

Chapel.

There was much success with girls competing in Cattle Showing, Equestrian events and Academic Success. Sporting 

success was also abundant throughout the year.

MRS ANGELA SOLE
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Year 9
In 2014 the year group grew to over 40 students and the tutor team were 

very proud to provide support and assistance as the girls faced challenges 

and experienced successes. None was more challenging than a week 

of survival camp in May of Term Two. As a group, they overcame their 

frustrations, pushed boundaries and survived a few blisters in order to realise 

that of which they are capable. The girls continued to celebrate academic, 

co–curricular and sporting successes throughout the year. It is important 

to recognise the hours of practice required to achieve at a high level in any 

pursuit and the ongoing support from parents, teachers and coaches. In 

particular, the Junior IGSSA hockey girls finished the year with a number 

of titles to their name as a result of effective teamwork and dedication. 

My thanks are extended to the departing members of the tutor team, Ms 

Leanne Roobol and Miss Julia Booth, for their dedication to the wellbeing of 

the girls. The year group thanks them for their support and assistance during 

their time at NEGS. Our gratitude also goes to Mrs Kay Hiscox, Miss Laura 

Cambridge, and Ms Kirrili Williams, who champion the girls in their care and 

are generous with their time whenever they are called upon. Finally, our 

liaison parents, Mrs Lisa Haynes and Ms Jenny Swan, must be recognised and 

thanked for their support of the year group and, more broadly, the School. 

YEAR ADVISOR

Mrs Terri Swartz
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Year 10
Congratulations Year 10 on all your achievements and success throughout 

2014. It has been an extremely active twelve months with Year 10 

completing their junior studies, the Year 10 Semi-Formal, Year 10 Work 

Experience Week, Service Week and the presence and departure of those 

students participating in the Round Square Exchange Program. Year 10 have 

been delightful students and ambassadors for NEGS in everything that they 

have undertaken this year. 

Throughout the year New England Girls’ School has been host to a variety 

of students from all across the globe. Term 3 and 4 saw many Year 10 

NEGS students leave the familiarity of Armidale for adventures far and 

wide on exchange. Kate Bailey, Logan Brown, Rachel Jones, April Larsen, Alys 

Marshall and Madeline Murphy were all fortunate enough to participate in 

international exchange. Each student were fantastic ambassadors for NEGS 

and their families. NEGS was also lucky enough to host exchange students 

from the UK, Denmark, India, USA, France, Canada, South Africa and the 

United Arab Emirates. 

At the conclusions of their formal studies NEGS reinstated the Work 

Experience programme that saw all the students able to take part in a 

workplace of their choice. They experienced such diverse workplaces as; 

veteran clinics, agricultural farms, restaurants, cafes as well as legal and 

business focused industries. 

Following this programme Yr 10 undertook Service Week. This week 

presented a variety of new challenges for the girls, completed a series of 

sessions to prepare them for the rigour of Senior Studies, undertaking and 

achieving their First Aid Certificates, participating in a Self-Defence lesson 

and the service programmes undertaken in the Junior School, MPC and the 

gardens of NEGS. A huge thank you must go to the following teachers and 

tutors for their involvement throughout the week; Mrs Thomas and Mrs 

Rowlings. Furthermore a special thanks goes to Mrs Sole and Mrs Logan 

for planning and leading the daily Wellbeing Sessions which focused and 

reinforced the ideals of worth, strength and purpose. 

A special thanks goes to the 
following people for their help and 
ongoing support this year. The year 
group and myself appreciate all 
you have done to make the year a 
success.
YEAR 10 LIAISON PARENTS
Mrs. Tina Watson

YEAR 10 TUTOR SUPPORT TEAM
Mrs. Donella Tutt
Mrs. Ingar Rowlings
Mrs. Heather Fisher

YEAR ADVISOR

Mr Jake Compton
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Year 11
It has been a great year for this cohort, who have worked together as a team 

to make their Year 11 experience as fulfilling as possible. They came up with 

a unique initiative for their fundraising – a lip sync competition! Some very 

creative entries were received and we will look forward to the live concert 

early in 2015. Funds will go to the A21 campaign, who visited the school 

earlier in the year. The girls were really affected by the stories they heard 

and wanted to help as much as they could. So far the girls have raised over 

$400! 

During our fortnightly year meetings, we have discussed issues such as 

resilience and brain plasticity. The girls also watched The Bully Project earlier 

in the year, which really put things in perspective for them.

Many of the year group have had success this year in a range of extra–

curricular and academic areas. We have had equestrian triumph, livestock 

wins and IGSSA representation in swimming, athletics, cross–country, 

netball and hockey. Girls have been awarded colours for Drama and half–

colours for equestrian and the livestock team. Our musicians have also 

participated in many events this year, including the TAS musical. We have 

had many girls participating in a large range of community service initiatives 

including the following:

 » Hawkesbury Canoe Classic

 » Relay for Life

 » Red Shield Appeal

 » ANZAC Day

 » Pink Stumps Day

 » Thailand Service Trip

 » Round Square Jordan Conference

In the first week of Term 4, the girls went to Coffs Harbour for the annual 

leadership camp. Team spirit was evident as they participated in a range of 

activities designed to challenge them and foster leadership skills. Stand–up 

paddle–boarding, zorb balling, the commando course, capture the flag, the 

giant swing and powerdrop were among these activities. 

In Term 4, the new prefect group was also inducted and house captains and 

vice captains were elected. This leadership team will work closely with the 

year group to facilitate their ideas in making NEGS the best school it can be. 

They have all taken on their various roles with enthusiasm and aplomb. 

What a fantastic 2014 for Year 11!

YEAR ADVISOR

Ms Belinda Stone
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English, Drama & Languages
It has been a very productive, positive and 
proactive year for the English, Drama and 
Languages Department.
All subjects have promoted the principles of creativity, curiosity and 

collaboration in the teaching and learning as a way to promote student–

centred learning at NEGS. Highlights have included numerous collaboration 

tasks in Year 9 English, most notably a ‘Produce your own Magazine’ unit 

which the students found challenging, entertaining and enlightening. 

Students have also shown tremendous initiative, special mention to Hilary 

Mackay, in designing then running a wide reading website, whereby students 

can post reviews of novels appropriate to their age group. 2014 also saw 

the inaugural ‘Shakespearean Film Festival’ involving student productions of 

selected scenes from ‘Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘Othello.’ 

At NEGS, all girls are encouraged to achieve their personal best and the 

variety of activities showcased this year within the curriculum are a 

testament to the scope of challenging and rewarding learning experiences 

on offer. From choice–board activities in French and group–devised scenes 

in Drama, to independent research projects in English, all students are 

encouraged to become independent learners from an early age to prepare 

them, not only for senior school, but for later in life.
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Science Report
What a great year in Science! All Year groups 
from 7–10 have been engaged in activities 
ranging from blood spatter analysis, making 
slime, shocking experiments with the Van de 
Graaf generator and brewing witch's potions.

Science Excursions
Science excursions have been a highlight on the calendar. Year 7 had a 

blast at Science in the Bush, Year 10 competed strongly at the Science & 

Engineering Challenge and GRASS awards, Year 11 Biology attended the 

Evolution of Australian Biota Study Day in Coffs Harbour and completed 

their ecosystem field study at Thalgarrah. Year 12 Biology and Chemistry 

toured the water treatment plant, Year 12 Chemistry competed in the 

titration competition, placing third in the region, and Year 12 Biology 

participated in a Museum of Human Disease workshop in Coffs Harbour.

Big Science Competition
This year, all students from 7–10 entered the Big Science Competition, 

with some amazing results. Jamie McElroy earnt the coveted title of equal 

top scorer for the Junior paper – what a fantastic achievement. Year 10 

participated in the National Brain Bee Challenge and 50 students from 

Years 4–10 also competed in the World Science Series. Again, our students 

achieved results of an extremely high standard. Some Year 6 and 9 students 

competed in the Science iQ challenge and our Year 6 team placed second 

in the country! Students from Years 3–6 also competed in the BEBRAS 

computational thinking challenge and it did indeed get them thinking!

Science Club
The focus this year has been on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 

& Maths), with a number of projects undertaken. Science Club has been 

meeting once a fortnight and the girls have conducted experiments, made 

sherbet, cartesian divers and lava lamps and completed lessons in computer 

programming. Who knows, maybe one of them will design the next big 

computer app! 

Science Day
 The annual Science Day was held in August, with Year 10 leading activities 

across K–9 in keeping with the theme of 'feeding the world'. From the great 

STEM tomato challenge to experimenting with chocolate and sustainable 

fisheries, fun was had by all. Next year this day will fall under the banner of 

STEM Day but it will still be held during National Science Week.

Next Year
Our senior students continued to strive for excellence, attending weekly 

Biology and Chemistry tutoring as well as weekend study workshops. It is 

very pleasing that a number of our graduates from 2013 are now studying 

Science based undergraduate degrees. 

2015 will be a particularly important year for Science, with the inaugural 

Primary STEM Day, nicknamed Sprouts, occurring in the April school holidays 

for Years 4–6 and STEM activities for Year 9 occurring in Week 8 of Term 4. 

This will culminate in an excursion to Coffs Harbour.

SCIENCE/BIOLOGY TEACHER

Miss Belinda Stone
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Agriculture Report
The end of another busy year for Agriculture 
at NEGS has come. This year has seen a 
number of positive changes and the further 
development of both our small enterprise 
farm and Agriculture facilities under our 
school’s Livestock Precinct umbrella. 
Improvements this year have included sheep handling facilities, a poultry 

facility and small free range piggery ready to house a small Berkshire pig 

breeding enterprise. Other enterprises included in our small enterprise farm 

area is a vegetable garden where we are currently running a HSC Agriculture 

corn growing trial, strawberries and a soon to come small apple and pear 

orchard. Our Livestock Precinct Agriculture facilities have seen upgrades 

with an extensive cover over our cattle yards, the building of a cattle 

parading lawn and new safety fencing to help direct livestock. 

A big thank you to Mr Lyall Cameron (Agriculture assistant) for his work in 

constructing and up grading our facilities and to our Old Girls for funding 

many of the materials used. 

This year Agriculture has been taught in years 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. Stage 4 

Agriculture was part of the Technical and Applied Studies Department and 

ran in conjunction with the Technology subject. With a syllabus emphasis 

on design, our students completed both a plant and animal unit with very 

positive student feed back. 

Fresh Vegetable Fun
‘Fresh Vegetable Fun’ challenged our students with a plot of ground, a time 

frame and winter to produce a crop of mixed vegetables. Students jumped 

at the challenge and with the guidance of their folio work were able to 

research the types of vegetables they should grow and factors affecting 

plant production and how these factors could be managed to maximise 

the quantity and quality of their produce. Students created exceptional 

vegetable gardens producing vegetables such as kale, silverbeet, English 

spinach, radishes, turnips, carrots, broad beans, broccoli and cabbages. 

Accompanying folios demonstrated students developed knowledge and 

skills. 

Raising Poultry
‘Raising Poultry’ was the second unit of work where students were set the 

challenge of designing and creating automated poultry drinkers and feeders 

from recycled materials that would sustain at least three laying hens for 

at least three days. Students were given a laying hen or two to take home 

continuing the units Reuse and Recycle theme, turning kitchen scraps into 

eggs. Students created fantastic structures made from a range of materials 

such as pipe off cuts, bottles, old garbage bin lids, biscuit tins etc. 

Sheep and Wool
Stage 5 Agriculture students this year have been very busy with a Sheep 

and Wool unit, Property Planning, Pastures and Soils and Pigs. Included 

in our Sheep and Wool unit was junior judging at both the New England 

Merino Ram sale and local district agricultural shows, local guest speakers, 

a shearing and wool excursion to ‘Fishington’ and the management of our 

schools Dohne/ White Suffolk flock. 

Property Planning
Our ‘Property Planning’ unit this year revolved around the local district 

LLS–CMA Property Planning competition based on a Guyra sheep and 

cattle property. All aspects of the property were closely analysed for 

sustainable, profitable production with recommendations made in a whole 

farm property plan. Success came for three of our students – Rachel Jones, 

Emily Farrer and Madeline Murphy with the winning of the District’s Junior 

Competition against a number of other school’s – a fantastic effort! 

Pastures and Soils
The Pastures and Soils unit enabled students to research a local pasture 

and/ or soils ‘issue’ and design and implement a small trial to contribute 

to the resolving of this issue. Some trials included finding the most 

successful ‘winter feed gap’ pasture species, comparing soil types for 

pasture production, comparing clover varieties and the temperature effects 

on germination. Areas of experimental design were practically learnt 

throughout this experience. A herbarium was also created in this unit of 

work, enabling students to become familiar with local pasture and weed 

species. 

Stage 6 Agriculture
The Stage 6 Agriculture Course is an excellent course that has challenged 

students throughout the year with farm and product studies, plant and 

animal production and a climate challenge elective. Student learning was 

supported with various excursions to such places as ‘Moona Plains’ Walcha, 

the Guyra Tomato Protected Horticulture enterprise and Armidale Bovine 

Breeders. Guest speakers have included Mr Richard Cole – Forbes irrigator 

and Mr Peter Strelitz – Milly Hill.

I was privileged again this year with the opportunity to be involved in the 

marking of the HSC Agriculture paper gaining further insight into how the 

course should be taught to maximise results.

A big thank you to our parents who 
continue to support Agriculture at 
NEGS. Your assistance is greatly 
appreciated and contributes to 
making Agriculture an important and 
successful subject. 
Our school’s Livestock Team has had much success throughout the year. 

Kate Cannington our team captain has our report in the sports section.

AGRICULTURE TEACHER

Mark Fisher
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HSIE Report
History
2014 commenced with the successful introduction of the Australian 

curriculum in History for Years 7&9. The Year 7 History class will be the first 

cohort to complete the entire curriculum. 2014 also marked the centenary 

of the World War I. History groups attended the Australia Remembers 

celebrations during History Week at Armidale Central Park and then 

researched Armidale’s role in the Great War at the Armidale Folk Museum. 

Year 8 worked with Mrs Newall in the NEGS Archives which was opened 

to the public during History Week. Each student gained valuable insight 

into the operation of archives with Mrs Newall as a mentor. Year 8 History 

completed the ‘last’ NSW curriculum course for History and will begin in 

Year 9 to the Australian curriculum.

Commerce
In Commerce, students were involved in the Sharemarket Game where 

they formed syndicates each with a notional $50000 to invest and traded 

online simulating actual data from the market. Most syndicates lost some 

‘money’ over the trading period and this reflected the actual declines for 

the period in the broader market. They then investigated real estate as an 

investment. They visited The Professionals in Armidale and Mr Sewall spoke 

to the students giving them a valuable insight into the real estate market as 

a form of investment. Students then compared the performances of these 

markets over time and the risks associated with each form of investment. 

Commerce also undertook a field trip to Tamworth as part of a comparative 

shopping exercise. They visited the Armidale Police Station as part of the 

Contact with the Law unit. Constable McCormack explained to the girls the 

role and powers of the police. I would like to thank Constable McCormack 

for her enthusiasm in helping the class learn about policing and the police 

as a career. 

HSC Results
Results in the HSC for the 2013 cohort in HSIE at NEGS were solid with 

Grade 6s in Geography and Business Studies in the combined line groups. 

Year 11 Geography completed a variety of Senior Geography Research 

Projects which involved considerable independent fieldwork. The topics 

included a comparison of capped and piped bores around Moree, gender 

equality in staffing aged care ibn Gunnedah, water usage in the Walgett 

shire, the impact of a gas pipeline in Eidvold in Queensland, the impact of 

drought in the Ebor area, Armidale’s capacity to cope with international 

students, the role of Robb college in the Armidale community, and the 

Macquarie Marshes water reforms. 

Geography
In Year 10 Geography, the students covered the significant issues of Coastal 

Management and Urban Growth and Decline, focussing on the Ultimo–

Pyrmont suburb of Sydney. In the topic on Australia’s role in the Asia–Pacific 

region students were encouraged to access current data on the free trade 

agreements and political summits that have been occurring in the region. In 

Year 8 Geography in Semester One, students studied the impacts of global 

change and the role of technology and culture in globalisation. The students 

presented a digital assignment comparing access to food, water, shelter and 

education in four different countries. In the study of Threatened Habitats 

students presented an iMovie on one animal which has been affected by 

habitat loss. Year 7 Geography in Semester Two has studied the nature of 

geography, research methods and World Heritage sites. A detailed study 

of Deserts included coverage of the Bedouin community of the Sahara. 

The students then undertook a group activity to cover another indigenous 

community and the changes impacting on them. This was presented as 

an iMovie. Year 9 Geography undertook research into natural hazards in 

Australia and conducted a survey investigating the experience of natural 

disasters by family members. They constructed three–dimensional modelled 

of contour maps and used IT technologies including spreadsheets to 

describe demographic data from census statistics and well as many other 

curriculum related tasks throughout the year.

Business Studies
The current Year 12 Business Studies class had the benefit of speaking 

with Mr Peterson who explained to the girls the intricacies of running a 

national business and the processes associated with operations, marketing 

and human resource management. I take this opportunity to thank Mr 

Peterson for giving up his time to help the class with their studies. This was 

a valuable addition to their case study materials. Business Studies undertook 

a depth of Westfield visiting Westfield Sydney and Bondi Junction. Westfield 

has since split into two separate entities. I would like to thank Westfield 

marketing and operations managers from Westfield Sydney and Bondi 

Junction for helping the students with this case study. 

Legal Studies
Year 11 Legal Studies attended a criminal case held in the District Court in 

Armidale. The case was explained to them by a former NEGS student who 

was acting for police in an alleged sexual assault case. Students learned 

a great deal about court processes and the rules of evidence in criminal 

cases. Year 11 Legal Studies students went to the public lecture, Human 

Rights Abuses in North Korea at UNE given by the former High Court 

judge, Justice Kirby. Justice Kirby explained the findings of his investigation 

into the breaches to human rights in North Korea and its implication for 

international law. Year 11 Legal Studies also went to a Médecins Sans 

Frontières presentation that outlined its role within the international 

community of NGOs. I would thank all members of the HSIE Faculty for 

their hard work and efforts throughout the year.
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Technology and Applied 
Studies & Visual Arts Report
Skills which are directly transferrable to daily 
works of life form the foundation for learning 
TAS/ART courses at NEGS. Courses offered in 
TAS/ART faculty has always been enriched by 
diverse knowledge and skills of the student 
population. 
In the Faculty we have high expectations for academic success but being 

mindful of ensuring appropriate skills being mastered for alternate pathways 

for students who do not wish to go to universities. To facilitate this vision 

we have equipped the faculty with new technologies and equipment across 

all facets of the curriculum to address needs of twenty first century learning 

goals.

In 2013 once again we had very successful HSC results in all the courses and 

upon analysis of the results we found that the benchmark set by the cohort 

had been set higher than before and therefore will be a challenge for the 

upcoming groups. We value our past but are keen to meet the challenges of 

the future and more so with the introduction of the Australian curriculum 

in the near future. Work has already commenced to address some of the 

curriculum changes that we anticipate, meaning we will be prepared to give 

our students the best learning outcomes through resources and pedagogy.

2015 saw the teaching staff increase with the addition of Ms Julia Booth 

in Art and Mr Mark Fisher teaching Year 8 Technology. They certainly do 

go above and beyond to provide the girls with the best education. Thanks 

must also go to the Maintenance team who are always there to assist with 

whatever construction work needs doing – especially those Year 12 Major 

Projects!!!! T

It is with sadness that we farewell Mrs Samantha Morley who has been 

part of the team for six years. She is the most enthusiastic and passionate 

teacher I have every come across in our area of teaching. If I were to list the 

number of her initiatives and achievements in the Faculty I would need the 

majority of pages in the Chronicle to do so. Mrs Morley heads off to Hong 

Kong for a new adventure with her teaching and I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank her for all her time and effort she has always displayed 

at NEGS.

The students have worked productively in Art in 2014. Students have 

excelled in the subject this year as they have experimented with new 

materials and explored a variety of new ideas. Art projects from a variety of 

different year groups have been entered and displayed as part of the Lets 

Hang it Competition at NERAM and the NEGS Old Girls Art Competition. 

A special mention must go to Sarah Parkes for her achievement in the Let’s 

Hang It Competition as the winner of the Senior Section with her artwork, 

“Unconscious Mind”.

Students have again strived to attain 
high standards of excellence in TAS 
and Visual Arts. 

Stage 4 Technology
During 2015 Stage 4 Technology students have been busy learning about a 

range of different technologies and materials. Year 7 and Mrs Morley began 

their year in the Food Lab studying Healthy Eating as they developed food 

preparation and presenting skills. Whilst doing this they learnt all the ‘tricks 

of the trade’ in making food look mouth–watering on film, ready for their 

combined web design unit. Tasked with designing a healthy eating for teens’ 

website, their photos became their material to produce some fantastic 

websites. Lastly they moved into the workshop in the newly renovated‘D&T 

Shed’ to produce some brightly coloured children’s clocks from acrylic. 
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Year 8 meanwhile, began their year with Mrs Morley in the Design Studio 

designing and creating a range of stunning individual aprons. At the same 

time they were planning and planting vegetable gardens with Mr Fisher and 

then creating automated chicken feeders from recycled materials. For their 

final unit Year 8 swapped technologies to develop carpentry skills whilst 

producing a range of playful and colourful children’s pull along toys.

Year 7 Visual Arts
In Year 7 Visual Arts, students are introduced to the basics of the course 

and the Visual Elements. The conventions of the still life genre is explored 

before students created their own multi–coloured print. A variety of 

techniques were used in the Portraiture Unit where students represented 

themselves in a self–portrait drawing and then experimented with 

abstraction painting.

Year 8 Visual Arts
Year 8 Visual Arts developed their understanding of the Visual Arts and 

refined their artmaking skills. Students completed two units that focused on 

different skills and theoretical notions with the theme, Metamorphosis and 

History Revisited. Each student experimented with clay to create a ceramic 

vessel for the Semester 1 unit. For Semester 2 the students used Photoshop 

and painting to appropriate and collaborate to produce a variety of works.

In the world of Year 9/10 classes Miss Ronald, Mrs Morley and Mrs Thomas 

encouraged and inspired the Visual Arts, Design and Technology and Textiles 

classes.

 9/10 Elective Design and Technology
This year the 9/10 Elective Design and Technology class have completed 

two projects in order to learn skills in multimedia–graphics and a range of 

woodworking and household maintenance skills. Tasked with designing and 

publishing their own magazines, girls learnt to manage a digital production 

as well as many behind the scenes publishing tips from a range of industry 

professionals. One fun visitor was old girl Bonnie Forsyth who is currently 

studying Animation at the University of Technology, Sydney. 

Later their project involved project management during the restoration of 

a piece of furniture. Tasks ranged from restoring wooden chairs through to 

building a bookcase from pallets and an old bicycle. Many used a range of 

skills such as carpentry, painting and sewing in this combined unit. The most 

innovative project for 2014 was Emily Farrar’s. She transformed an old toy 

box into this gorgeous children’s play kitchen.

What a creative year for the students of Textiles. Casual Knitwear was the 

theme of Unit 1 for Year 9/10 Textiles in 2014. The sewing machine became 

their new best friend, although the girls realised that patience and using the 

machine correctly were important in developing this relationship. Students 

studied the historical development of shirts and blouses, fashion and 

equipment used in the Textiles Industry; properties and performance of knit 

fabrics and knowledge about yarns and yarn structures.

Fabric decoration and colouration was the focus for Semester 2. The 

Indigenous culture was inspiration for the Year 9 girls and an existing 

room’s decor for the Year 10 girls to decorate and colour their European 

cushion covers. The creative Jan Clarke from ‘Go Create’ is Textile Artist who 

co–ordinated two workshops for the girls to develop skills in free machine 

embroidery and reverse applique. Other techniques the girls used included 

fabric painting, digital printing, strip piecing, hot textiles and beading
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Year 9/10 Visual Arts
In Year 9/10 Visual Arts students have explored two key concepts this 

year including the key characteristics of Traditional and Modern Painting 

styles and Twentieth Century Architecture. The practical component of the 

course complemented the theoretical studies as students created their own 

painting and a series of drawings that inspired their final sculptural piece.

All three staff members – Mrs Morley, Miss Ronald and Mrs Thomas were 

the teachers in charge of the Year 11 and 12 classes this year, and all are to 

be congratulated for their time and effort they put in to ensure all students 

achieved their full potential. We now hope all the hard work, especially for 

Year 12, will come to fruition when they get their final marks for the HSC at 

the end of the year.

Year 11 Community and Family Studies
This year we have had a very small class in Year 11 Community and Family 

Studies, which has allowed us to work closely and share many stories as 

we learn. learning the basic concepts of resource management such as 

communication skills, budgeting, stress management and leadership skills 

11CAFS students have undertaken a range of assessments preparing them 

for their final HSC year.

Year 12 Community and Family Studies
With a much larger class of students, 12 Community and Family Studies and 

Mrs Morley have shared a fantastic sharing journey learning about many 

different groups in society and the roles people undertake parenting and 

caring. Some of the activities have challenged long held stereotypes of the 

roles people play in families, and the influences of gender on who we are 

and what people expect of us. Other activities have included researching 

support groups for families and investigating the impact of Technology on 

society. Popular topics included Facebook and Social Media...what effect 

it has and Smart Phones and privacy...who’s watching you now? For their 

Independent Research Projects each student applied the research skills 

learnt in Year 11CAFS to conduct their own unique research task. Topics this 

year covered a range of focus areas such as alcohol consumption amongst 

Indigenous youth, school attendance rates amongst Rural teenagers and the 

connection between smoking and depression amongst teenagers.

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in surveys or interviews 
or who allowed the girls to share in 
their personal experiences. Without 
your help these valuable research 
projects would not be possible.

Year 11 Design and Technology
2014 saw Year 11 Design and Technology students return to Sydney for 

the Annual Fashion and Design Excursion. The girls were overloaded on 

inspiration and gained a lot of insight into the Design Industry. Experiences 

to Signature Prints, CULT, Mercedes Fashion Week Parade and Allen Jack and 

Cottier Architect firm were just some of the experiences which led to each 

of the students returning to Armidale full of inspiration and motivation 

for the rest of the year. Additional experiences included a tour of UTS 

Architecture, Design Building facilities and the Powerhouse Museum.

The class designed very creative bags for their first unit. These were made 

from a range of materials such as denim, plastic and sewing measuring 

tapes. They were then encouraged to develop their own Mini Major Design 

Brief in preparation for their HSC year. An Industrially designed light and 

clock stand, an up cycled antique bath tub and  an innovative spice rack 

demonstrated how serious this group took their Mini Major Project and an 

insight of the creative and innovative products we would see in their HSC 

year!

The Australian Wool Fashion Awards
For 2014 we had two student entries. Edwina Morton (Year 11) designed and 

made a gorgeous black cocktail dress which was entered in the Secondary 

Schools Section. This garment made the catwalk at the Gala Night which 

was held in Tamworth Town Hall. Mary Carter (Year 11) designed and made 

an evening gown which incorporated PVC with a gorgeous royal blue wool 

fabric. Mary’s garment was entered in the Young Designer’s Section (this 

includes designers from Design Colleges and Universities) and received third 

placing. Both girls had put a lot of time and effort into their entries which 

included their attendance in Camp Sew and So in the Christmas Holidays. 

Congratulations to both students.
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Year 12 Textiles and Design
When deciding on a Major Textiles Project for the HSC students have the 

ability to design and make almost anything they would like. The key is 

that it must be from one of the five focus areas – Apparel, Furnishings, 

Non–Apparel, Costume or Textile Arts. They are also required to display 

contemporary, historical and/or cultural influence within their project. 

PROJECTS INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING:

Sarah Collins – designed and made a two piece evening wear garment 

inspired by the Japanese cherry blossom. Her items included a tube style 

dress with additional wrap around full skirt. This was decorated using fabric 

painting, utilising the properties of silk.

Tessa Haron – a lot of thought was put into this design which was a 

wedding gown for an individual with a visions impairment. Tess beading a 

beautiful love statement onto the sash of the gown to enable the vision 

impaired groom to read when holding is beautiful bride.

Annie Campbell – eco dying is a very prominent trend in the design 

industry. A mixture of rose petals, eucalyptus leaves and other items from 

nature were used to dye the 100% silk georgette. This was then constructed 

into a panelled fish tail skirt with complimentary mid drift top.

Mia Larsen – Morocco was the inspiration for Mia’s garment. With the bright 

colours evident in her fabric choice Mia constructed a jump suit. Fabrics 

included silk dupion, wool crepe and neoprene from recycled wet suits were 

used in an innovative manner.

Brigitte Michel – the city skyline of Dubai formed the inspiration for 

Brigitte’s evening gown. She incorporated this inspiration into her design 

through the use of beading as a decorative technique which compliment the 

final look of the garment.

The success the students achieved this year has been the result of the 

dedicated and

enthusiastic approach of the TAS/VISUAL ARTS staff and I would like to 

acknowledge the fantastic efforts from Samantha Morley, Sarah Ronald, 

Ingar Rowlings, Julia Booth and Mark Fisher for their commitment in 

providing quality education for students in Technology and Applied Studies 

and Visual Arts at New England Girls’ School.
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Year 12 Design and Technology 
When deciding on a Major Textiles Project for the HSC students have the 

ability to design and make almost anything they would like. The key and 

success of their project replies heavily on whether it is innovative and has 

fulfilled a need in society.

A class size of seven demonstrated innovation all round with the following 

projects:

Laura Brown – a set of wall panels reflecting colour and its impact on the 

emotions. The wall panels were designed and created to be used as a part 

of a kit for Westmead Children’s Hospital. Children being admitted would 

receive this box of goodies to enable them to decorate a wall in their 

hospital room.

Annie Campbell – the NEGS sustainable garden. A project which has 

continued to produce wonderful herbs under the assistance of the 

passionate Mrs Ingar Rowlings. You can find this wonderful project within 

our Faculty area.

Emily Kedzlie – with younger siblings and a mum who likes to move 

furniture around the house, Emily designed a newly improved power point 

which sits flush against the wall and has a secure door panel to increase 

safety in use.

April Larsen – designed and created interlocking children’s furniture made 

from sandwich pressed milk and tomato sauce bottles and wood panels.

Eliza Pitt – created a wool pack holder and trailer. This product reduces the 

rate of injury in terms of cutting yourself on the hooks of a traditional wool 

pack holder and increases the versatility of this piece of equipment on a 

property.

Emily Rogers – Emily’s grandparents old dairy farm provided the inspiration 

for her outdoor furniture setting. The traditional milk cans were used as the 

points of stabilisation and storage and combined with using recycled fence 

palings produced a very sustainable piece of furniture.

Kayla Wicks – Dementia on the increase, Kalya found the need to design 

and make three interactive panels to improve fine motor skills and brain 

development for the elderly at Autumn Lodge in Armidale.

Year 11 Textiles and Design students also joined the Design and Technology 

students on the Sydney Fashion and Design excursion at the beginning of 

the year. They had already begun designing and constructing their element 

of nature inspired bodices in the practical aspect of the course and their 

creativity continued into their second unit which they produced a variety 

of items. Items included stretch capri pants, a career wear long A–line skirt 

which incorporated the use of recycled fabric from the Sydney Excursion, 

a wrap around short skirt incorporating the use of recycled fabric from the 

Sydney Excursion, a black sheer organza shirt and a 100% woollen red short 

A–line skirt.

Year 11 Visual Arts
Students in Year 11 Visual Arts have mapped the Traditional, Modern and 

Postmodern Art Worlds according to art conventions and key characteristics 

of distinct art styles. In Term 3 and 4 students defined Art Practice and 

compared the material and conceptual customs artists rehearse according 

to time and place. Artworks were created as a personal response to 

specific themes and therefore individual in their material choice and visual 

representation. 

Year 12 HSC Art
Year 12 began the school year with the Art Excursion to Sydney in March. 

Another successful trip as the students were able to experience Art 

Express at the Art Gallery of New South Wales, and participate in the 2014 

Sydney Biennale in many different gallery spaces including: Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Art Space and Cockatoo Island. The students were also 

privileged to see some of the Contemporary Asian Art at the White Rabbit. 

Laura Adams, Isabella Gullifer–Laurie and Ella Tindal all submitted a series of 

works for their HSC in representing many different mediums and concepts. 

The 2014 HSC Art, Textiles and Design and Technology Presentation Night 

opened on Friday 8th August. 

Laura Adams created a sculptural piece that investigated the changing roles 

of women throughout time.

Isabella Gullifer–Laurie created a series of semi–abstract drawings entitled 

“Women I – XXIV” that investigated the figure within the environment. 

Isabella used a variety of materials to complete her Body of Work 

including: pencil, ink, charcoal, newspaper. She is to be congratulated on her 

ARTEXPRESS nomination.

Ella Tindal’s work explored the mating rituals of male birds in a variety of 

different species including: The Satin Bowerbird, The Pileated Woodpecker, 

The Hoopoe bird, The African Long–tailed Widow Bird, and the Magnificent 

Frigate bird. Her work was entitled “Wingman” and used humour in her 

rendition of the relevant birds.

HEAD OF TAS/VISUAL ARTS

Mrs Stephanie Thomas



48 NEGS CHRONICLE 2014

Maths & Science
Staffing
At the end of 2013, we farewelled our Science teacher, Miss Magenta 

Southgate. She decided to take a turn in her life and got married and moved 

with her husband to Darwin. She has been replaced by Ms Kate Drayton, 

who brought with her a wide area of expertise in Science, Senior Chemistry, 

Chaplency of St John’s and Mathematics. Mrs Angela Sole, who re–joined 

our department last year, apart from teaching Mathematics, she has also 

taken on the roles of Student Wellbeing and Learning Support co–ordinator. 

Mrs Donella Tutt has been busier than ever taking on the NEGS Scholars 

Program Coordinator. 

In Science, our Biology teacher, Belinda Stone, together with Kate Drayton 

and Mark Fisher, have continued to create a challenging and enjoyable 

environment for our students in Stage 4 and 5 Science, including their year 

11 and 12 Biology, Chemistry and Agriculture classes respectively. Mrs Mark 

Fisher has continued to evitalise Agriculture as a subject in the school and 

helped the Cattle Club grow and achieve exceptional results in the wider 

community. 

One person who should not be forgotten, as the whole department relies 

on her support and organisation, is Mrs Annette Edmonds, our Laboratory 

Assistant. She has extended her work by getting involved in the organisation 

and prepartion of many Agricultural and Cattle Club activities.

Curriculum
During 2014, both Mathematics and Science teachers have been involved 

in intensive professional development regarding the implementation of the 

new syllabus. We have started with Years 7 and 9 and continue with Year 

12 General Mathematics. Mrs Tutt and myself participated in the Annual 

Conference of the New South Wales Mathematics Association (MANSW), 

where we had the opportunity to hear more about the new Curriculum, 

check on the many new text books offered on the market and exchange 

opinions with teachers from across the state. Ms Drayton participated in 

local meetings with MANSW representatives regarding the new Year 8 and 

10 Syllabus. Miss Stone has been involved in learning and applying a new 

concept in teaching, creating a ‘flipped classroom’. This pedagogy allows 

students to access teaching segments in their own time, thereby freeing 

up class time for collaboration and exploration. Miss Stone also attended 

professional development with the Science Teachers’ Association of NSW, 

collaborating with HSC Biology markers, and with the Science inspectors 

from the Board of Studies to further develop Science programming for the 

National Curriculum.

Awards
 As every other year, some of our students participated in the Australian 

Mathematics Competition, proving their ability at this high level. Results 

were as follows:

PRUDENCE AWARD FOR THE SCHOOL’S HIGHEST NUMBER 
OF CONSECUTIVE CORRECT ANSWERS

Other Activities & Accomplishments
In Year 8, we had 8 girls who represented our school in the annual Maths Day at UNE. Our students competed in activities where they had to answer a variety 

of problem solving questions, go head–to–head with other schools to solve an algebraic rule, choose from a smorgasboard of questions worth different 

points, solve puzzles and build the tallest possible tower using only A4 paper and sticky tape. Congratulations to our girls: Charlotte Kingham, Dominque 

Holley, Sarah Askey, Brydi Holmes, Anna Campbell, Jaimie McElroy, Kathleen McPhie and Zara Blackmore (Year 7).

Year 12 2014 have started their HSC Mathematics course in a very appropriate manner. Even being out of uniform on a mufti day could not distract the girls 

from matching graphs of derivatives with the graphs of their primitives. They took this task seriously and completed it with great success!

Maths Club every Friday lunch has seen more girls than ever attending to ask for and accept help from both their peers and teachers. Some of our 

students have enjoyed a considerable improvement in their results after being aware of the help they needed and coming regularly to work in the friendly 

environment offered by the Maths Club. Some photos below would demonstrate the popularity of this Friday activity:

For more details on what’s been happening in Science and Agriculture, please see these chronicle pages respectively.

Megan Galbraith (Year 7)

CREDIT IN YEAR 7

Zara Blackmore

CREDITS YEAR 8

Charlotte Kingham

Jaimie Mcelroy

Sarah Wyatt

CREDITS IN YEAR 9

Lucy Haynes

Lucinda Parry

Emily Sole

CREDITS IN YEAR 10 

Madeline Lane

YEAR 11 CREDITS

Stella Fantini

YEAR 12 CREDIT

Shaina Berry

DISTINCTIONS

Megan Galbraith



49NEGS CHRONICLE 2014

Music
Welcomes and Farewells
2014 has been a busy year in terms of staff movements in the Music 

Department. Ms Leanne Roobol accepted the position of Director of Music 

at The Armidale School and was fondly farewelled at the end of Term 1. Ms 

Roobol is acknowledged for her success in developing the choral program 

at NEGS and her commitment to community based projects over the seven 

years she held the position and in her previous position as a peripatetic 

singing teacher. She was very influential in boosting the numbers of Music 

students across the school. Mrs Rowena Tall graciously took the position of 

Acting Director of Music for most of Term 2 before the arrival from Sydney 

of Ms Kirrili Williams. 

Ms Williams has come to us from International Grammar School, Ultimo, 

where she was Choir Coordinator. She was previously Head of Curriculum 

Music at Trinity College Gawler and Head of Junior School Music at Royal 

Grammar School Worcester (UK). Ms Williams was also the founder and 

director of a large private music school in Sydney.

Ms Alison Dare was offered a full time position in Term 3 with UNE’s 

Dixson Library services and consequently left her position with us as Music 

Administrator. This was a wonderful opportunity for her to utilise her skills 

and expertise in librarianship and further her broad career. Ms Dare is now 

working in e–publishing for the digital repository and is the curator for 

the Gordon Anderson medieval music collection. Her support to the Music 

Department has been greatly appreciated by staff and students over the last 

two years. 

Welcomed to the positions of Music Administrator and Music Teacher is 

Mr Benn Tracy. Mr Tracy is also a well–respected brass player, instrumental 

teacher and band leader and has brought much to the department in terms 

of organisation and dedication. 

Miss Julia Booth has received our best wishes as she leaves Armidale at 

the end of 2014. She has recently announced her engagement and wished 

every happiness in her married life and return to Sydney. Miss Booth has 

variously held the positions of Voice/Piano Tutor, Musician in Residence and 

Classroom Teacher. Her contribution to Chapel services has been particularly 

well–received in the school community. 

Community Activities and Events
Elective Music students all took part in the Music. Count Us In Songwriting 

Competition in Term 1. Each student submitted their original pop song, 

which was completed as part of a class project. 

NEGS students were very well represented at the Armidale Eisteddfod. 

As well as many entries in the various solo sections, our choirs and 

instrumental ensembles achieved very well. Particularly exciting was the 

inclusion of the Stage 4 Band for the first time in a non–competitive event 

and the NEGS String Quartet in the Open String Quartet section. 

PLACINGS INCLUDED:

Senior Vocal Ensemble 1st in Open Vocal Ensemble

Year 7 Choir   1st in Year 10 and Under Choral

St John’s Vocal Ensemble 2nd in Primary School Vocal Ensemble

St John’s 3–6 Choir  2nd in Unison Primary Choir

   2nd in 2 Part Primary Choir

Thanks go to Mrs Tall for the incredible amount of work she undertook in 

organising and conducting Eisteddfod entries. 

The Showcase Concert was held in July and served as a welcome event 

for Ms Williams as well as an opportunity to demonstrate our Eisteddfod 

successes to the school community. 

A significant event in the school calendar was NECOM’s biennial New 

England Sings! festival. Featuring over 800 school aged choristers, the 

Armidale Youth Orchestra, visits from composers Elena Katz–Chernin and 

Luke Byrne and a newly commissioned work, Two Birds, from eminent film 

composer Christopher Gordon, the event was another excellent opportunity 

for our students to participate in music making on a large scale. 

Grandparents’ Day was celebrated with a concert of ensembles and soloists. 

In addition to choirs from across both schools, the packed hall was treated 

to three string groups and a wide range of solo instruments and voices. The 

Twilight Concert tradition has continued, with informal concerts every term, 

showcasing a variety of ages and abilities. 

The Year 12 Valedictory featured a number of accomplished performances. 

Ella Tindal (clarinet) performed a Brahms sonata movement and the Year 12 

Music 1 class did their own arrangement of First Aid Kit’s Wolf.

2014 ended with many musical highlights. Speech Day performances 

highlighted contemporary Australian composers with the Senior Vocal 

Ensemble performing Dan Walker’s Out There. The singers then combined 

with Intermediate Instrumental Ensemble for a large scale arrangement of 

Paul Jarman’s Dreaming in the Sky, featuring a piano solo by Laura Kater 

(Year 10). 

The NEGS Carol Service was a wonderful spiritual and musical celebration 

featuring the Senior Vocal Ensemble, Year 8 and Year 10 Choirs, the St John’s 

Vocal Ensemble and the NEGS String Quartet. Ms Williams and Mrs Tall 

conducted the many choral items. Highlights included the staff rendition 

of Amid the Falling Snow and the ever–popular Carol of the Bells, featuring 

the NEGS Handbell Ensemble, conducted by Mr Oxley. Mr Tracy’s brass 

ensemble provided a wonderful accompaniment to Hark! The Herald Angels 

Sing. 

Curricular Music
Music continues as a strength here at NEGS. The success of the Stage 3–4 

Band Program has been evident in public performances at school events 

and the development of the Intermediate Wind Ensemble. 

Our 2014 HSC class achieved well under the instruction of Ms Roobol, 

gaining one Band Six, three Band Fives and one Band Four. 

The new technology lab features desk top computers with up to date 

installations of notation and recording software. Stage 5 and Stage 6 

students have specialist software installed on their personal laptops, which 

has been a great boon to composition work. 
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St John’s Music
Senior Vocal Ensemble
The St John’s Senior Vocal Ensemble comprises students from Year 3–6 who 

rehearse on Wednesday mornings before school. A large and enthusiastic 

group, the sweet sound of singing each week echoes from the music block 

followed by the sweet smell of pancakes cooking as the group always 

finishes rehearsal with a pancake breakfast (with thanks to our wonderful 

gap students.) The vocal ensemble have performed at several events this 

year including NERAM gallery event, Grandparents Day and the 2014 

Celebration of Carols. They sang 2 beautiful songs ‘Alshlosha D’Varim’ and 

‘Gonna Build a Mountain’ to gain 2nd place at the 2014 Armidale District 

Eisteddfod and their performance of Away in a Manger and In Bethlehem on 

Christmas Day at the annual NEGS Carol service brought tears to the eyes 

of many.

Saumarez Strings
Saumarez Strings is made up of string players from Year 2 to Year 6. The 

group rehearses on a Thursday morning before school and has had a very 

successful year under the tutelage of Ms Margaret Butcher. This year the 

group performed at Grandparents Day, the Celebration of Carols and several 

school assemblies. 

Eisteddfod 2014
St. John’s students were kept very busy during Term 2 with the Armidale 

District Eisteddfod. Although smaller this year with only ensemble events 

on offer, the children were still kept busy preparing for the various primary 

choral events.

The 3–6 choir performed ‘Once Upon a December’ and ‘Those Magnificent 

Men in their Flying Machines’ in the Unison event, receiving a 2nd place, and 

‘Cantate Domino’ and ‘Morning Glow’ in the 2–part event, gaining another 

2nd place.

It’s been a wonderful year of singing in the various choirs at St John’s with 

a final performance at the Carols evening that was a testament to their 

achievements this year.

Stage 3 Concert Band
In 2014, the Stage 3 beginner instrumental program continued with all 

of the students in Year 5 and 6 learning an instrument and playing in the 

concert band. With small group lessons throughout the year taken by local 

teachers including Mr Dave Brown, Miss Julia Booth and Miss Catilin Pengilly, 

and combined band rehearsals conducted by Mrs Tall, the students have 

enjoyed the privilege and challenge of playing an instrument.

The program culminated with a performance at the annual Celebration of 

Learning which demonstrated the sound achievement of this beginner group 

with excellent renditions of ‘Majestic March’ and ‘The Forge of Vulcan’.

New England Sings! 2014
Over 25 St. John’s children joined the combined primary choir for the 

2014 New England Sings! event held at Lazenby Hall in early November. 

This major community event is organised by NECOM and is a fantastic 

opportunity for local primary aged children to sing together. A special 

feature of this year’s concert was a suite of songs called ‘Scenes From New 

England’ composed by Australian composer and conductor Harley Mead. 

These songs were inspired by the poetry of Sophie Masson, a local poet 

from Invergowrie, and they quickly became very popular with the choir. 

From ‘Frosty School Morning’ about catching the bus to school on a cold 

winter day, to ‘Midday at the Waterhole’ about rock hopping at Blue Hole, 

and finally ‘Lyrebird Sunset’ about the sounds and tricks of the lyrebirds, the 

children adored the music and readily connected with the snapshots of life 

in the New England. Other repertoire included all Australian works: ‘Nyungar 

Alleluia’, ‘Some Days’, ‘Sampan’ and ‘Tengo’. The concert concluded with the 

combined primary and secondary choirs, and the Armidale Youth Orchestra 

singing and playing up a storm with You’re The Voice.

OzOpera presents ‘The Magic Flute’
This year the touring arm of Opera Australia, OzOpera, brought a small 

production of ‘The Magic Flute’ to Armidale. A group of local school children, 

including 2 students from St John’s, were selected to sing in the production 

as the chorus. Congratulations to Arnika Moorfield and Eloise Gooch who 

successfully auditioned for this chorus and went on to do a marvellous job 

in the final production.
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Junior School Sports



52 NEGS CHRONICLE 2014

Equestrian
Equestrian Centre News
The NEGS Equestrian Centre has seen a full timetable of events and a few 

surprises – with everything from the One Day Event to bison schools – over 

the last two terms with the facilities proving to have a much broader scope 

of use than originally thought.

The July school holidays saw the Armidale Pony Club hold its annual camp 

at NEGS, the first time in 50 years it had been held away from the Armidale 

Showground. The event was a resounding success with the children and 

organisers full of praise for the Equestrian Centre Team who helped the 

event run smoothly across the seven days. The final day of camp showcased 

the skills of riders in a ribbon day held on the parents’ oval.

During Terms 3 and 4, the girls have had access to some of Australia’s best 

Level 3 coaches including Gina Haddad, Sam Lyle, Ben Netterfield and 

Tarsha Hammond to improve their riding and horsemanship. EC staff have 

also taken advantage of opportunities to train and be mentored by these 

outstanding coaches during their visits. The 2015 program will see more 

structure and support for riders with program outlines to be released at the 

end of Term 4 and these will include master classes with these specialists 

throughout the year.

The Omega Feeds sponsored NEGS Equestrian Team attended with much 

success the inaugural Interschools Horse Extravaganzer at Tamworth. The 

team of 20 girls – including two St John’s students – proved themselves to 

be quality horsewomen in their events. The program included: Stockhorse 

challenge, Hoof and woof, show riding, jumping, dressage, sporting and 

eventing. 

The cross–country water jump received a facelift and some much needed 

repairs prior to the ODE. Thank you Nick Dagg and Rochelle Tubb for your 

generous donation for the earth works. Nick was also very busy with his 

bobcat filling stables and leveling sand to get ready for the big weekend. 

Thank you to all of the wonderful families and staff who donated their time 

to ensure the event was a success. The team will now leap straight into the 

next event that is scheduled for February 14 and 15.

Who would have thought it…….. Bison in the NEGS main arena! After a 

trial run during the Armidale Pony Club Camp, coaches Kendal Neilson and 

Warwick Lawrence couldn’t wait to come back for the November 28–30 

clinic. Leading into the Walcha Junior Campdraft weekend, juniors were 

able to fine–tune their cutting and drafting skills on the bison in the NEGS 

indoor arenas. Warwick focussed on the camp work in the small arena 

leaving Kendal to coach riders around the pegs and through the gate in the 

large arena.

In Term 3 we introduced students to Mandy Choice and Sarah Melbourne 

who kicked off the polocrosse training. Zone riders where invited to attend 

training sessions with the team to increase their skills under Mandy and 

Sarah’s skilled eyes. With most polocrosse horses out to spell over Term 4 

and the Christmas break we will recommence with a bang in 2015 with the 

introduction of the NEGS Polocrosse Academy.

The NEGS Equestrian Facebook 
page is proving popular with content 
undated regularly it is the place to go 
for “what’s on” at the Equestrian Centre, 
tracking students success and who is 
out and about as well as information on 
upcoming clinics and events.

The 2015 Equestrian Programs will include Show Riding, Dressage, 

Polocrosse and Campdraft Teams. These programs will run thanks 

largely to time volunteered by skilled and experienced mentors to 

ensure fees are directed towards event entries. Master classes with 

high–level coaches will be available throughout the year and each 

team will travel out and about to events together whenever possible. 

A calendar of events will be planned with the assistance of the team 

mentor at the end of 2014 for each teams 2015 campaign.
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NEGS Sport
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Sport @ NEGS
Sport at NEGS continues to be an integral part of the lives and memories 

of the students at NEGS. 2014, like every other year has been busy with 

numerous sporting competitions and the introduction and trial of new 

events. 2014 saw the students at NEGS participate in the inaugural New 

England Netball Carnival developed and held at NEGS as well as the Coffs 

Ocean Swim, Campus to City Fun Run, Park Run and the Roberts and 

Morrow Fun Run. Students also had the opportunity to participate in the 

school and IGSSA Carnivals as well as GPS Shooting, ODEs and shows. 

The student Captains and Prefect were efficient and enthusiastic in 

their roles and were a credit to the school. They have, themselves, 

written their reports to give you a highlight of the sporting 

achievements of the students at NEGS in 2014. 

NEGS Sports Report
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Athletics 
Over 2014, NEGS has been very successful in athletics with girls attending a 

variety of competitions across the season. 

The main events for NEGS were the NEGS Athletics Carnival held on the 

school oval on June 13th and the IGSSA Athletics carnival held at Sydney 

Olympic Park Athletics Centre on the 21st and 22nd of August. 

At the NEGS Athletics Carnival there were many special achievements, 

including the breaking of a longstanding record by Green house. The Green 

intermediate relay team – comprised of Olivia Eichorn, Tahlia Paull, Clare 

Askey and Claudia Smith – broke the 4 x 100m relay record of 56.40 

seconds from 1997, by running 55.84 seconds. 

The overall winner of the carnival was Lyon house with 1656 points. In 

second place came Green with 1295 points, third was Murray with 1130 

points and Dumolo was fourth with 783 points. The Marching Cup was 

awarded to Dumolo, and Murray won the cheering cup. There were two 

more special awards on the day, the Barwick Trophy, awarded to the athlete 

with the highest field event point score, and the Thompson trophy, awarded 

to the athlete with the highest point score overall. Charlotte Raleigh 

performed outstandingly, and took out both awards. 

The Age champions and runners up for the carnival are as follows:

12yrs Age Champion – Miah Lupica (Murray)

12yrs Runner Up – Amelia Bonnici (Lyon)

13yrs Age Champion – Evey White (Lyon)

13yrs Runner Up – Penny Haynes (Lyon)

14yrs Age Champion – Sarah Wyatt (Lyon)

14yrs Runner Up – Victoria Bennet (Murray)

15yrs Age Champion – Charlotte Raleigh (Lyon)

15yrs Runner Up – Eliza White (Lyon)

16yrs Age Champion – Tahlia Paull (Green)

16yrs Runner Up – Clare Askey (Green)

17yrs Age Champion – Ellis Mackay (Lyon)

17yrs Runner Up – Alice Frend (Lyon)

18+yrs Age Champion – Emily Rogers (Green)

18+yrs Runner Up – Eliza Pitt (Lyon)

After the Athletics Carnival, 21 girls who qualified travelled down to Sydney 

for the 91st IGSSA track & field carnival. Dressed in new uniforms, and 

enthusiastic for the day, all the girls competed extremely well, with a few 

making it to the next level. A huge thank you to Mr Frend and Elisabetta for 

giving up their time to train the team. 

After getting off the bus on Thursday, NEGS’ first event was the 13 years 

800m. Our competitor was Evey White who had a great run and achieved 

3rd place in division 3. Evey also went on to jump 1.35m in the junior high 

jump, claiming 2nd place in division 3. 

Two of the most outstanding results of the carnival were Sarah Wyatt’s 1st 

place in both the 14 years 400m and 800m in division 3. Sarah qualified 

for finals in both these events, and with a 400m time of 1:02.85, she has 

qualified for CIS in September. 

Another impressive run was from Penny Haynes, who came 3rd in her 200m 

heat, running 28.97 seconds to qualify for finals. Olivia Eichorn also ran well 

to win her division 3 200m heat. 

The NEGS relay teams were also very successful in division 3. The junior and 

intermediate teams both placed 3rd, and the senior team came 2nd. 

In the field events, NEGS was very successful. Charlotte Raleigh performed 

outstandingly to claim a bronze medal in the intermediate discus, and a 

silver medal in the intermediate javelin. Charlotte has qualified for CIS in 

both these events!

Ellis Mackay also qualified for CIS for the 17 years high jump, coming 2nd in 

her age group. 

Tahlia Paull jumped impressively as well, leaping 4.55m in the 16 years long 

jump to come first in division 3. 

Other events over the year include NSW Country Championships and NSW 

All Schools Athletics. NSW Country Championships had one competitor 

from NEGS – Ellis Mackay in the 17yrs girls’ high jump, in which she won 

a gold medal. NSW All Schools Athletics is on from the 9th to the 12th 

of October, and pending CIS results, NEGS may have two competitors – 

Charlotte Raleigh and Ellis Mackay.

The NEGS Athletics season was highly successful and all the girls should be 

very proud of their achievements and sportswomanship.  

ATHLETICS CAPTAIN

Ellis Mackay



58 NEGS CHRONICLE 2014

Basketball
This year NEGS Basketball was played as both a Summer and Winter sport. 

Throughout the summer months of term 4 and 1 it was played as a social 

competition working mainly on teamwork, skills and recreation. During the 

winter the games were held competitively and reinforced the elements 

used in the summer months. All players throughout the competition put 

in an enormous amount of effort and we congratulate each and every 

one of you for doing an amazing job. We would like to thank the students 

and the teachers who assisted throughout the competition. This year the 

teams included from years 7–12. Throughout the winter terms year 9–12 

participated in the competition. The results are as follows:

Year 9: Made it into the minor semis but were defeated by NEGS Year 10 in 

a thrilling match.

Year 10: Won the minor semis and have progressed into the next round, 

looking for a win to move into the grand final. They became Runners Up for 

their division.

Year 11/12 Navy: Had a great season just missing out on the D grade semis 

coming in at 9th position.

Year 11/12 Red: Have made it into the minor semis and progressed through 

to the grand final also coming Runners up.

Thank you to Mr Compton (Year 11/12 Red), Miss Thompson (Year 11/12 

Navy), Mr Esterbauer (Year 9), Mr O’Neill (Year 10) and Miss Ronald 

(All round supporter) for their time and effort in encouraging the girls 

throughout the seasons to try their best no matter what situations 

occurred. A huge thank you to all students who participated in Basketball. As 

you all did an amazing job and were able to represent the school spirit and 

encourage one another for the greater good. We are so proud of you all. 

BASKETBALL CAPTAINS

Sarah Collins &  
Shannon Neeson

Cross Country
In Term 1 on the 10th of April, the last week of school, NEGS held their 

annual cross country carnival. All the girls participated in either the 

competitive races or the fun run and some even had the energy to do both. 

We managed to have some great weather to go along with the carnival 

and at the end of the day everyone enjoyed it with Lyon coming out on 

top.  

We had 12 girls that represented NEGS at IGSSA cross country on the 

Thursday of week 3 in Term 2. The girls consisted of Evey White, Penny 

Haynes, Daisy Meehan, Lucy Fenwicke, Serena Traynor, Sarah Wyatt, 

Eloise Redhead, Vicky Bennet, Eliza White, Charlotte Raleigh, Lucinda 

Parry, and myself accompanied by Miss Cambridge. After a long trip we 

arrived at Frensham in Mittagong and were shown to our room which 

was their dance room. We had an early start Friday morning and went to 

breakfast with the Frensham girls and had a short walk across the road to 

get started. 

We were all were given stylish new NEGS singlets which we all looked like a 

great team. All the girls ran extremely well with approximately 140 in each 

division and should all be very proud of themselves. 

The results are as follows:
In the under 13’s
Evey White – 25th

Penny Haynes – 88th 

Daisy Meehan – 121st 

Lucy Fenwicke – 132nd

Serena Traynor – 136th

Under 14’s:
Sarah Wyatt – 17th

Eloise Redhead – 69th

Vicky Bennet – 70th

Under 15’s
Eliza White – 44th

Charlotte Raleigh – 61st

Lucinda Parry – 127th

Under 17’s
Alice Frend – 82nd

Sarah Wyatt went on to compete at the next level, CIS and did extremely 

well and should be very proud, coming 20th.CROSS COUNTRY CAPTAIN

Alice Frend 
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IGSSA Athletics
Congratulations to the 2014 IGSSA Athletics team!

On Thursday the 21st of August, 21 girls travelled down to Sydney for the 

91st IGSSA track & field carnival. Dressed in new uniforms, and enthusiastic 

for the day, all the girls competed extremely well, with a few making it to 

the next level. A huge thank you to Mr Frend and Elisabetta for giving up 

their time to train the team. 

After getting off the bus on Thursday, NEGS’ first event was the 13 years 

800m. Our competitor was Evey White who had a great run and achieved 

3rd place in division 3. Evey also went on to jump 1.35m in the junior high 

jump, claiming 2nd place in division 3.

Two of the most outstanding results of the carnival were Sarah Wyatt’s 1st 

place in both the 14 years 400m and 800m in division 3. Sarah qualified 

for finals in both these events, and with a 400m time of 1:02.85, she has 

qualified for CIS in September.

Another impressive run was from Penny Haynes, who came 3rd in her 200m 

heat, running 28.97 seconds to qualify for finals. Olivia Eichorn also ran well 

to win her division 3 200m heat.

The NEGS relay teams were also very successful in division 3. The junior and 

intermediate teams both qualified 3rd, and the senior team came 2nd.

In the field events, NEGS was very successful. Charlotte Raleigh performed 

outstandingly to claim a bronze medal in the intermediate discus, and a 

silver medal in the intermediate javelin. Charlotte has qualified for CIS in 

both these events!

Ellis Mackay also qualified for CIS for the 17 years high jump, coming 2nd in 

her age group.

Tahlia Paull jumped impressively as well, leaping 4.55m in the 16 years long 

jump to come first in division 3.

All in all the carnival was a very successful day and all the girls represented 

the school with pride. Congratulations NEGS IGSSA Athletics team!

ATHLETICS CAPTAIN  

Ellis Mackay

Equestrian
This year in Equestrian has been a great year, with lots of achievements, 

both individually and together as a team. The year began with many girls 

competing in all their different disciplines. 

Team training has been a great addition to the EC, as we are able to train 

together as a team and we are also able to help each other constructively 

and have fun while we do it.

Coonabarabran Expo was as exciting as ever, with a huge team again 

this year with 38 girls attending. As always the girls enjoyed themselves 

immensely, coming away with some great results. The NEGS team once 

again claimed both the Salamonde Eventing trophy and the Clarke and 

Cunningham dressage trophy. The NAB six bar show jumping trophy was 

also won by NEGS and we claimed second place as well.

Sydney Interschools was another exciting event, with a smaller team 

attending, but quite a big team compared to last year! Once again we 

had some great results in all the different disciplines! Many girls achieved 

personal goals.

This year has also been a year of clinics! We have had many different 

instructors come in and help with all aspects of our riding, an din many 

disciplines. This has helped us immensely in achieving the results we have 

obtained this year and they should be proud of themselves!

We would like to thank Wendy and Annyka for all their hard work and 

guidance throughout the year, as well as everyone involved at the EC in any 

way, and also a big thank you to our parents, who take the time to get us 

to our events and help out with various events throughout the year. I would 

also personally like to say thank you, I have enjoyed being the Equestrian 

Prefect and will always have happy memories of my 6 year riding and 

competing as a member of the NEGS Equestrian Team

EQUESTRIAN PREFECT  

Hilary Blackman
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Hawkesbury Canoe Classic
The last 5 months, have been a significant learning curve for both my Dad 

and I, not only for our relationship and how much we can tolerate each 

other, but for myself as I learnt who I am, my morals, and what I value in life. 

Our First training took place on 24TH of May and I wasn’t feeling too great 

after a big night with only 2 hours sleep.  It was by far one of hardest boat 

trips of my life. However, as more trainings took place, my mindset and my 

determination was clear.  In order to be able to complete all the trainings 

and the paddle itself, I needed will power and support from the people 

around me. I drew upon the experiences of family members. As Dad spoke 

about Bailey I thought; if he can battle leukaemia at the age 7 and win his 

battle, I can do something as simple as completing an 111 kilometre paddle 

in a boat, with my dad for a night. My cousin, Fiona Reyonds, lost her battle 

with cancer at the age of 21 so it was a tribute to able to row in her boat 

named Fiona Reyonds 2. 

As the Hawkesbury started the nerves were well and truly kicked in. After a 

power nap with the team, I was ready to go. After the first check point, my 

arms were already hurting.

After many hours in the boat, pain and pure exhaustion kicked in. Tears 

would occasionally trickle down my checks, but I attempted not to show 

my dad that it was painful so I would think of reasons why I was doing 

the paddle. As the night went on I needed to think of these more often to 

ensure the easy way out wasn’t taken.

I was absolutely buzzing at checkpoint M, singing out of key songs to Justin 

Bieber and One Direction. Thinking I only had to make it to checkpoint Q. 

A paddle boarder burst my bubble when he told me check points went to T 

not Q. 

When we reached the warf, we were greeted by heaps of people clapping 

and cheering. The feeling of finishing and reaching that finish was like 

nothing I have ever felt before.  I was overwhelmed with emotion and relief, 

along with the complete and utter pain.

The Hawkesbury tests both your mental and physical fitness, and looking 

back on what I achieved,  not only in that one night but over 5 months 

of training, I believe that it is something out of this world to be able to 

complete this paddle, not only for my own personal achievement,  but 

for a complete strangers by raising money for the Arrow Bone Marrow 

foundation. 

As one of the TAS boys said  “What an eye opening night it was and it 

showed all the paddlers how we all can really achieve anything when we set 

our mind to it.”

NEGS PARTICIPANT 

Mary Carter

What does the Hawkesbury mean to me?
It is about 

 » Planning

 » Practice

 » Persistence

 » People you paddle with

 » And a little history

The Hawkesbury canoe classic is an impossible task that’s achieved by 

planning, training, practice, and setting small goals which lead to the 

ultimate goal of finishing. It is not about the time it takes but about how 

much money you raise for someone less fortunate than yourself. 

Mary and I have had two cousins affected by cancer Bailey and Fiona 

Reynolds. Our boat bared Fiona’s name. Fiona attempted the Hawkesbury 

once, paddling 110.5km, at this mark with the finish line in sight their boat 

sank which meant they finished by swimming the last 500 metres. After this 

happened the Reynolds family decided to raise money to purchase some 

boats that would make it to the finish without sinking. Thank you Scott, 

Bin and TAS for all your hard work in helping Mary and myself finish the 

Hawkesbury . 

Now the fun part, what happened this year.

Every Saturday, Mary and I paddled at Malpas dam, well nearly every 

weekend, missing a couple as these were ‘party weekends’. We paddled in 

all conditions; from frost to high winds, and on glassy water with all of the 

wildlife including the pelicans and other birds which Mary has a phobia of. 

When Mary’s paddling speed dropped off I would drift towards the birds and 

suddenly she would start paddling faster and tell me how bad my steering 

was. Thank goodness she didn’t work out what I was doing.  

Mary and I decided to paddle the Grafton paddle which set up some friendly 

rivalry’s with the boys. The first 30kms we paddled, we managed to finish 

mid field, just in front of these boys which egged on this rivalry. The rivalry 

increased the next morning, as we all set out on another 25km paddle 

around an Island and back. Mary and I paddled a wide birth around the 

island as there was a sand bar, the boys saw this an opportunity to pass 

Mary, they cut the corner and said to Mary” see you later” only to see their 

boat stop on the sand bar. Marys reply was ‘just paddle quicker Dad’. 

This rivalry continued into the Hawkesbury, where Mary was desperate to 

find another boat to see how the boys were going. The boys only goal was 

to finish in front of Mary which they did. They would ask at the major stops 

had the Mary come through, their mothers would reply yes 10 minutes 

ago you have just missed them, which the boys couldn’t understand as she 

hadn’t pass them. This friendly rivalry and banter is what keeps you going.

Two weeks after the Grafton paddle at the Hawkesbury start; it’s an 

amazing sight to see a paddock covered in 300 boats and 800 people all 

getting ready. You can prepare as much as you like but the Hawkesbury will 

always surprise you with different challenges. We paddled through a storm 

with waves, heat and complete darkness. During the early hours of the 

morning 4:30 to be exact Mary thought it would be a good idea to paddle 

faster. My reply to that was I am chafed, blistered, tired, cranky and not very 

happy. Mary’s quick reply was “what’s new dad you were like that at  

the start”. 

The common bond of an amazing experience has led to new friendships and 

understandings. After the Hawkesbury I have a new understanding of what 

Mary can achieve. She paddled 81 km’s (of the 111km) with blisters on her 

hands with just a little bit of tape to help her. This experience has helped us 

understand each other better and with Janet’s help as land crew we were 

able to achieve this task as a family which seemed impossible to start with. 

Hopefully this gives Mary a new way to look at life and any challenges that 

arise. 

Break it down and solve each little part and then rebuild the solution. 

That is what the Hawkesbury is all about.

ANGUS CARTER
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Hockey
The NEGS Hockey program undertook some operational, structural and 

playing style changes this year.

Operationally, NEGS Hockey was split into three separate programs. Junior 

Girls, Senior Women and IGSSa. This provided the opportunity for the girls 

to play hockey at the appropriate level for their ability, fitness and game 

knowledge.

A new playing style and structure was also implemented which 

emphasised quick ball movement, using depth and width, engaging all 

players and not hitting the ball long. As with any change, it required time 

for players and parents to understand the changes and see the benefits.

results alone aren’t the only indicator of whether the changes have been 

successful. Retention, engagement and enjoyment are stronger indicators 

in the early stage sof this change. However, from a results perspective the 

following are positive:

Senior IGSSA finished 1st after round matches and 3rd in the S02 division 

in IGSSA.

Junior IGSSA finished 2nd after round matches and 1st for the second 

year running in the J01 IGSSA division.

Under 16 Royal finished first after round matches and had a nail biting 

Grand Final to beat Breakaways 1–0.

Under 13 Red and Blue both made semis with Red coming runners up in 

this division.

1st Division women competed well, particularly in the second half of the 

season.

2nd Division women won 4 games and played a good style of hockey.

2014 has been a great start to the change in Hockey Program at NEGS. 

There will be some minor changes for 2015 to strengthen what has 

already been achieved by the girls.

Thank you to the coaches, support staff, players and parents for their time 

and effort this year with Hockey at NEGS. 

HEAD HOCKEY COACH 

Blair Chalmers
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Livestock 
The cattle team has had an excellent year, with many successes, both in and 

out of the show ring. 

This year the team attended Armidale show, Walcha show, Sydney Royal, 

Wingham Beef Week, Brisbane Royal, the Landmark Beef Championships at 

Tamworth, and the Upper Hunter Beef Bonanza at Scone. 

Highlight results from these shows included 

Champion and reserve champion steers at both Armidale and Walcha shows, 

Isobel Robertson sashed champion parader at walcha show

raising over $3000 at sydney royal for the Butterfly Foundation with the 

proceeds from two steers donated by the Robertson family

Reserve champion steer at wingham beef week, as well as 1st, 2nd, 3th and 

5th placings with our cattle, and with nearly all students who attended 

placing in either their paraders or junior judging competitions

placing 8th in both the herdsman and team judging competitions at 

brisbane royal out of over 30 schools, as well as one of our steers placing 

3rd in his class, and going on to sell for $4.30/kg at auction

Champion heifer at landmark beef championships

All 3 heifers placing in their classes at the upper hunter beef bonanza 

Throughout the year, all of our students have pushed themselves to achieve 

some amazing results both with the cattle and as a team. I am so proud 

of everyone who has been a part of the team this year. Thankyou to the 

parents, Lyall Cameron, Mr Fisher and the school for supporting us and 

helping us get to all the shows, and to the girls for making this year so 

enjoyable. I would also like to thank Abbie Robertson for being the best 

co–captain I could of asked for, and for showing me the ropes of leading the 

team. Congratulations to all the girls who have all put in an amazing effort 

this year. 

LIVESTOCK CAPTAIN 

Kate Cannington

Netball
The under 12’s and under 15’ NEGS girls had a great start to the netball 

season with the inaugural New England Netball Carnival taking place over 

the April school holidays, teams arrived from as far as Sydney, Scone and 

Casino to compete. This was a great opportunity for everyone to develop 

their skills, with positive feedback such as “congratulations on a fun filled 

extremely well organised event, You should be very proud of this inaugural 

tournament and it’s certain future success”.

 NEGS additionally participated in the Armidale District Netball competition 

with five teams being entered in a range of divisions, three of these teams 

thriving to reach the semi finals and NEGS 3 outstandingly defeating some 

very competitive teams to make it to the preliminary finals.

Both senior and junior IGSSA teams were lucky enough to take place in two 

weekend trips to Sydney to test their skills against different school teams 

in that area. Although unsuccessful in the competition the girls managed to 

develop as a team to build strong relationships with one another. The juniors 

experienced much more triumphant results with only 2 losses as oppose to 

4 wins.

Senior IGSSA
Kayla Wicks Eliza Pitt  Brigitte Michel

Phoebe Parry Alice Frend Amy Byrnes

Madeline Lane Isabella Ritter April Larsen

Junior IGSSA
Bridget Sutton Charlotte Raleigh Molly Evans

Laura Claridge Thelma Dauvunau Olivia Fenwicke

Emily Sole  Victoria Bennet

All in all it was a great season for the netball season and all the girls are 

to be congratulated on their effort and enthusiasm. Thank you to all the 

coaches who helped out through the season, and to Miss Cambridge who 

dedicated her time to coordinate the netball.  

NETBALL CAPTAIN

Eliza Pitt
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Rugby School Visit 2014
The Rugby School, a co–educational boarding school situated in Rugby, 

Warwickshire is one of the oldest independent schools in Britain. They are 

currently undertaking a hockey and netball tour of Australia and Singapore. 

Last week they visited the New England and NEGS. 

Thursday afternoon the Rugby School played two hockey matches 

against the NEGS Junior and Senior Hockey teams. With both being tight 

matches the girls played hard in cool temperatures demonstrating grit and 

determination. In the first match the NEGS Junior IGSSA hockey team came 

out victors against a much older team 4–2. The NEGS Senior IGSSA hockey 

also won over their Rugby opponents with a 1–0 score line, although there 

were some hair raising moments in the last minutes of the match.

After visiting some kangaroos on a snowy Friday morning, Rugby turned 

up for a day of netball at the indoor court at NEGS. The first match was 

played against the representative team from O’Connor Catholic College 

with a close finish at the end, O’Connor were eventual winners 27– 22 over 

the Rugby seconds team. The Rugby thirds then took on the NEGS Junior 

IGSSA Squad with NEGS winning by a resounding 23 points, 31–8. Lastly 

the Rugby firsts took on the NEGS IGSSA Senior team, with an Under 18 

Representative England team member playing for Rugby, NEGS put up a 

good fight, eventually losing 12–38.

As this is the second time that Rugby has visited the school on their 

biannual trip, we hope to see them in two years time.

Swimming 
Term 4 2013 and term 1 2014 were host to the main part of the swimming 

season and NEGS has done extremely well this year with a significant 

amount of girls participating in a variety of events. Many NEGS girls 

participated in TAS Swimming training two times per week starting at 

6:00am. It is great to see so many girls getting involved in the challenging 

training and it proved to be a great platform for the NEGS carnival and 

IGSSA competition as we had many strong swimmers this year. The 

swimming carnival was held on the 21st of February and proved to be a 

wonderful day, setting the tone as the first whole school carnival of the 

year. Many parents, teachers and students participated throughout the 

day and many of the students competed in the competitive events during 

the carnival which was significant in creating such as strong swim team. 

The most outstanding swimmer of the NEGS carnival was Lucy Fenwicke 

who had a very successful carnival breaking three records in the 13yrs 

butterfly, freestyle and backstroke. Similarly, Olivia Fenwicke broke a 7 

year old record in the 15yrs backstroke. All the houses showed great spirit 

throughout the day, actively encouraging all the students in every race 

which highlighted the great spirit of NEGS. Lyon won the cheering cup and I 

am proud to say, as a green girl myself, that we won the carnival on  

895 points.

After such a strong NEGS carnival it was safe to say that the IGSSA swim 

team was also going to be powerful. In my eight years of swimming with 

NEGS I have never been a part of such a successful swimming team so 

the girls who were involved should be very proud of themselves. The team 

consisted of Clare Askey, Alicia Ball, Lucy Fenwicke, Olivia Fenwicke, 

Abbey Jackson, Claudia Meehan, Lucy Moffatt, Tahlia Paull, Charlotte 

Raleigh, Amber Strelitz, Kayla Wicks, Sarah Wyatt and myself. Four 

students made major finals and another four made minor finals meaning 

that eight out of the thirteen students who attended IGSSA made finals, a 

very successful result. Lucy Fenwicke made the IGSSA team meaning that 

she would be representing IGSSA at the CIS championship. She participated 

in the 13yrs 50m freestyle and came 5th, an outstanding result for Lucy. 

NEGS also entered a team in the 2014 Coffs Ocean Swim which is a well 

known event raising money for local charities around Coffs Harbour. Alicia 

Ball participated in the 600m event and Abbey Jackson, Olivia Fenwicke, 

Mikaela Ball, Lucy Moffatt, Tahlia Paull, Anthea Powell and myself 

competed in the 2km swim around the jetty. This was a great opportunity 

for the girls to be involved in an ocean swim, swimming in open water 

against competitors from across Australia. Many of the girls placed in their 

age groups which is an amazing achievement in challenging conditions.

NEGS swimming this year has proved that there are many talented 

swimmers in the school who are able to achieve great results in a variety 

of events. All the girls should be extremely proud of themselves as they 

showed great enthusiasm and pride as they represented the school 

extremely well. On behalf of all the girls involved with swimming this year 

I would like to extend a big thank you to Miss Laura Cambridge who spent 

much of her time organising and planning for the girls to participate in as 

much swimming as possible. This was a great help in ensuring that the girls 

could achieve their potential. I wish all the students the best of luck for next 

years season and I look forward to hearing some outstanding results.

SWIMMING CAPTAIN 

Emily Rogers
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Tennis
Tennis for 2014 has been a year of fun, friendships, laughter and pizza. Our 

little squad of Phoebe Parry, Allison Korn, Madeline Lane, Lucinda Parry, 

Laura Claridge, Eliza White, Charlotte Raleigh and myself have enjoyed 

travelling away to Glen Innes and Gunnedah for trips filled with many 

adventures which will always be remembered. Tuesday night comps were 

very enjoyable this year, participating each week with enthusiasm, always 

playing hard with pizza in mind at the end of the night. 

Tildesley Tennis is always an incredible experience, and one I will personally 

never forget. If you ask anyone I always overemphasise the awesomeness of 

the event, however, for all girls who participated this year I think they would 

agree with me. The doubles pairs, Phoebe and Alli and Maddie and Lucinda 

showed strong enthusiasm and teamwork in their matches and should be 

congratulated. I was fortunate enough to make it to the round of 32 which 

was a privilege for my last year in Tildesley. The highlight of our trip to 

Sydney was flying in one of our doubles player on the plane, adrenaline was 

running very high for all. Overall, our little team of 5 came 10th, an amazing 

effort considering our experience.  

I’d like to thank all the parents for being our awesome cheer squad, your 

cheering outweighs the big schools of 50, so a massive thanks goes to 

you. Thank you so much to Justin Sherriff for his continuous support and 

encouragement, bringing humour and enjoyment to tennis at NEGS. 

TENNIS CAPTAIN 

Kayla Wicks

Touch Football
The 2013/2014 Touch Football season has been a very successful and 

enthusiastic one with a large number of girls participating and some 

wonderful results. 

In term 4 2013 NEGS entered two year 7 and 8 teams into the local 

competition where they versed students from a variety of different 

local schools. Throughout the season, the girls developed their skills 

and enthusiasm towards the game and they should be proud on their 

achievements as both individuals and as a team. The NEGS 1 women’s 

team had an exceptional season coming 4th overall in the Armidale 

competition. As a team with a number of new faces we were able to gel 

as a team and should be extremely proud of how much we progressed 

and achieved throughout the season. 

Overall, the 2013/2014 touch football season has been an enjoyable 

and successful one and I am privileged to captain such a wonderful sport 

and groups of girls. Congratulations to all the girls who played on their 

improvements of their skills, enjoyment and complex understanding of the 

game. I wish you all the best of luck for next season and encourage you all 

to bring as many new faces to the sport as you can. Good luck girls!!

TOUCH FOOTBALL CAPTAIN 

Astrid Lethbridge
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Sports Dinner
The annual NEGS Sports Dinner was held last Friday night. The sporting 

achievements of students at NEGS were recognised with pockets, half 

colours and full colours. Some students were also recognised in the special 

presentations at the end of the evening.

Tennis
Pockets: Allison Korn, Madeline Lane, Lucinda Parry, Phoebe Parry, Kayla 

Wicks

Athletics
Pockets: Clare Askey, Sarah Askey, Kate Bailey, Victoria Bennet, Imogen Dagg, 

Olivia Eichorn, Caitlyn Everingham, Alice Frend, Penny Haynes, Miah Lupica, 

Ellis Mackay, Tahlia Paull, Charlotte Raleigh, Lucy Ramsay, Emily Rogers, 

Claudia Smith, Isabella Watson, Eliza White, Evey White, Sarah Wyatt

Half Colours: Ellis Mackay, Charlotte Raleigh, Sarah Wyatt

Swimming
Pockets: Clare Askey, Alicia Ball, Lucy Fenwicke, Olivia Fenwicke, Abbey 

Jackson, Claudia Meehan, Lucy Moffatt, Tahlia Paull, Charlotte Raleigh, Emily 

Rogers, Amber Strelitz, Kayla Wicks, Sarah Wyatt

Half Colours: Lucy Fenwicke

Equestrian
Pockets: Amy Byrnes, Lily Clonan, Emma Costello, Amelia Edmonds, Alice 

Frend, Sarah Hamparsum, Annabelle Heagney, Brigitte Low, Madeline 

Murphy, Savannah Peterson, Lucy Ramsay, Jane Thompson, Norah Wells, 

Hannah Weston

Half Colours: Clare Askey, Sarah Askey, Hilary Blackman, Shaina Berry, 

Kate Cruickshank, Raquel Frogley, Jaimie McElroy, Meagan Nolan, Brooke 

O’Halloran, Hannah Parker, Skye Ramsay, Isabella Ritter

Full Colours: Elizabeth Hancock, Laura Strelitz

Livestock
Pockets: Caitlin Bonnici, Katrina Campbell, Olivia Carter, Amber Strelitz, 

Sophie Sutherland

Half Colours: Kate Cannington, Amelia Edmonds, Isobel Robertson, Sophie 

Watson, Olivia Fenwicke

Full Colours: Emma Costello

Shooting
Pockets: Isabelle Cameron, Anna Campbell, Sophie Marett, Alex Patten, 

Georgia White, Sarah Wyatt

Half Colours: Natasha Fulton–Kennedy

Cross Country
Pockets: Victoria Bennet, Lucy Fenwicke, Alice Frend, Penny Haynes, Daisy 

Meehan, Lucinda Parry, Charlotte Raleigh, Eloise Redhead, Serena Traynor, 

Eliza White, Evey White, Sarah Wyatt

Half Colours: Sarah Wyatt

Hawkesbury Canoe Classic
Pockets: Mary Carter

Netball
Pockets: Victoria Bennet, Laura Claridge, Thelma Dauvunau, Molly Evans, 

Olivia Fenwicke, Charlotte Raleigh, Emily Sole, Bridget Sutton, Amy Byrnes, 

Alice Frend, April Larsen, Brigitte Michel, Phoebe Parry, Eliza Pitt, Isabella 

Ritter, Kayla Wicks

Junior IGSSA Netball Best and Fairest – Charlotte Raleigh

Junior IGSSA Netball Most Improved – Victoria Bennet

Senior IGSSA Netball Best and Fairest – Isabella Ritter

Senior IGSSA Netball Most Improved – April Larsen

Hockey
Pockets: Clare Askey, Kate Bailey, Mary Carter, Olivia Eichorn, Caitlyn 

Everingham, Sarah Hamparsum, Hannah Laurie, Astrid Lethbridge, Tahlia 

Paull, Anthea Powell, Emily Rogers, Sophie Uren, Isabella Watson, Sophie 

Watson

Half Colours: Sarah Askey, Alicia Ball, Mikaela Ball, Kate Cruickshank, Amelia 

Edmonds, Lucy Fenwicke, Imogen Gifford, Elizabeth Hancock, Lucy Haynes, 

Penny Haynes, Abbey Jackson, Kathleen McPhie, Hannah Weston, Eliza 

White, Sarah Wyatt

Full Colours: Clare Askey (Field), Sarah Askey (Field and Indoor)

Junior IGSSA Hockey Best and Fairest – Sarah Askey

Junior IGSSA Hockey Most Improved – Eliza White

Senior IGSSA Hockey Best and Fairest – Clare Askey

Senior IGSSA Hockey Most Improved – Kate Bailey

Sporting House Captains and Vice 
Captains
Dumolo – Captain Raquel Frogley, Vice Captain Monica Connolly

Green – Captain Olivia Eichorn, Vice Captain Lily Hook

Lyon – Captain Claudia Nash

Murray – Captain Mary Carter, Vice Captain Ellie Rowlings

Sports Captains
Sport Prefect and Athletics/Cross Country Captain – Alice Frend

Swimming and Hockey Captain – Anthea Powell

Tennis and Netball Captain – Madeline Lane

Livestock Captain – Kate Cannington

Shooting Captain – Isabelle Cameron
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Special Awards

MOZELY TENNIS TROPHY 
 – for the most outstanding tennis player      Kayla Wicks

WALTER PERPETUAL TROPHY 
 – for horse management       Monica Connolly

CLONAN FAMILY AWARD        Kate Cannington 
        Emma Costello

ROBERTSON FAMILY AWARD      Caitlin Bonnici

ANNA FITZGERALD TROPHY  
– for the sporting house with the highest cumulative point score at all carnivals   Lyon

CONNOR SHIELD  
– Consistent commitment to sport      Shaina Berry  
        HC– Natasha Fulton-Kennedy 
        HC– Emily Rogers 
        HC– Kayla Wicks

YOUNG SPORTS ACHIEVER  
– Year 7 student who has achieved an exceptional level in a sport or sports   Penny Haynes  
        HC– Kate Cruickshank 
        HC– Alicia Ball

JUNIOR SPORTS ACHIEVER  
– Year 8–9 student who has achieved an exceptional level in a sport or sports   Sarah Wyatt  
        HC– Sarah Askey 
        HC– Lucy Fenwicke 
        HC– Elizabeth Hancock 
        HC– Jaimie McElroy

STUDENT COACH OF THE YEAR  
– Student or students for a high level of coaching a NEGS or St John’s team   Sarah and Clare Askey  
        HC– Norah Wells

NORTEC SPORTSWOMANSHIP AWARD  
– Student who maintains a sporting manner and displays fair play in their  
approach to competition       Emily Rogers  
        HC– Allison Korn 
        HC– Madeline Lane 
        HC– Skye Ramsay

MOST OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENT  
– Student who has achieved the highest level of representation in a particular sport  Laura Strelitz  
        HC– Clare Askey 
        HC– Sarah Askey 
        HC– Elizabeth Hancock 
        HC– Ellis Mackay 
        HC– Charlotte Raleigh

SPIRIT OF SPORT AT UNE AWARD  
– Student who is nominated and voted on by the staff who upholds the ideals  
of sport at NEGS        Emily Rogers

SERVICES TO SPORT  
– Student who has given their time to assist with sport and provide  
opportunities and support for other students at NEGS     Clare Askey  
        HC– Alicia Ball 
        HC– Charlotte Raleigh

TEAM OF THE YEAR  
– Team who has achieved the greatest success in 2014     Junior IGSSA Hockey Team  
        HC– Coonbarabran Dressage Trophy Team 
        HC– Rifle Shooting Team

SPORTSWOMAN OF THE YEAR  
– Student in the year that has achieved an exceptional level in a sport or sports   Charlotte Raleigh  
        HC– Ellis Mackay
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House Reports

Dumolo
SAVANNAH PETERSON (CAPTAIN) &  
HANNAH PARKER (VICE CAPTAIN)

Dumolo House has made a massive effort in their levels of pride and 

participation this year, as well as some fantastic sporting achievements in 

all areas. 

The sporting year kicked off with the Swimming Carnival, with many of 

the girls showing talent in the pool. Being captains, Hannah and my self 

were obviously both extremely proud of the individual placings achieved 

on the day, but more so the participation levels of all the girls. Especially 

those in the junior years. Dumolo established its new found identity at the 

duration of the Carnival when houses battled in the ‘Cheers’, this was the 

highlight for every Dumolo girl. Having a reputation for lacking in the vocal 

department, Dumolo was definitely a strong contender with its creative 

‘mash up’ cheer and dance moves!

The Cross Country later in term one was a fun event ending successfully 

for Dumolo coming 3rd overall. There were many placings throughout the 

day, especially for the senior girls. An event rarely mentioned in the sporting 

reports is the Coonabaraban horse expo. Both being competitors at Coona, 

we would like to make a special mention of the girls as over half the team 

that competed were from Dumolo house and many of the highest point 

score winners over the week were from Dumolo. We are very proud of these 

achievements as it shows that we are a unique and diverse sporting house. 

The Athletics carnival marked the conclusion of our sporting year. Although 

placing 4th the girls showed determination and pride for their house. 

While being one of the smaller houses, their ability work as a cohort was 

recognised, when Dumolo took out the marching cup. 

Both Hannah and I were relatively new to NEGS when we took on the roles 

of captains and we could not have been more honoured and grateful to be 

given the opportunity to lead such an accomplished group of girls. We only 

hope that the spirit and determination of Dumolo will continue to prosper 

in the future. 

Green
ANNABEL CAMPBELL (CAPTAIN) &  
REBECCA WATERS (VICE CAPTAIN)

Green House maybe small but due to our enthusiasm and team work it has 

been a very successful year for us!

Our fantastic year started off with taking out the house cup for 

the swimming carnival. This was an incredible effort! Green house’s 

determination, participation and some outstanding athletes was shown 

as the side of the pool was never left vacant of encouraging Green house 

cheers.

I could not have been more proud stand amongst the girls as we cheered 

and danced with all the spirit that Green had to offer. 

The next major event was the cross country carnival and again Green 

house’s talented athletes were shown in the competitive event. Many girls 

winning or coming second in their age groups and then going to Sydney to 

compete in the IGSSA competition. The fun run was another exciting event 

as the girls ran, jogged and walked the track with smiles and team spirit. 

From girls flying over the high jump bar to others having to physically 

dragging themselves over the 800m finish line (such as myself), the Athletics 

carnival was a fun and successful day for all girls. Overall placing 2nd for the 

day, I was so proud of all Green girls because of the support they showed 

for each other in cheering and the participation from ever girl. Our precision 

and enthusiasm in the marching was outstanding. 

Another great achievement was when the senior relay team broke a record 

that has been held for several years.

Overall Bec and myself are so incredibly proud to be the Green House 

captains this year.  



69NEGS CHRONICLE 2014

Lyon
ELIZA PITT (CAPTAIN) &  
HANNAH LAURIE (VICE CAPTAIN)

Lyon house started off the year with great enthusiasm taking out the 

cheering cup at the Swimming carnival along with managing to stay driven 

throughout the rest of the carnivals, coming off with overall wins in the 

Cross Country and the Athletics carnival. 

Lyon house was able to dominate the surprisingly temperate Athletics 

Carnival to make it the standout carnival of the year, with their participation 

and team spirit. There were also numerous triumphant individual results 

that helped to inspire the rest of the girls on the day.

Lyon Age Champions and Runners Up

12yrs Runner Up– Amelia Bonnici (Lyon)

13yrs Age Champion– Evey White (Lyon)

13yrs Runner Up– Penny Haynes (Lyon)

14yrs Age Champion– Sarah Wyatt (Lyon)

15yrs Age Champion– Charlotte Raleigh (Lyon)

15yrs Runner Up– Eliza White (Lyon)

17yrs Age Champion– Ellis Mackay (Lyon)

17yrs Runner Up– Alice Frend (Lyon)

18+yrs Runner Up– Eliza Pitt (Lyon)

The carnivals did not go without some funky costume choices to keep the 

events interesting and test the girls of how many items of red clothing they 

could fit on their bodies at once.

Thank you for your passion girls, and congratulations for your incredible 

year. I hope the house energy is continued on for the future.

Murray
ASTRID LETHBRIDGE (CAPTAIN) &  
ALLY BRAY (VICE CAPTAIN)

This year Murray has upheld its usual spirit and enthusiasm in all events and 

carnivals. Whilst there has been some excellent results produced throughout 

the year, all the girls should be congratulated on maintaining their usual 

spirit and encouragement of each other within all events and carnivals. 

This year, the cheering cup returned at the annual athletics carnival which 

was well deserved by the girls evident in their continuous cheering and 

spirit of Murray house. I would like to especially congratulate Miah Lupica 

for receiving the 12 years age champion and Vicotria Bennett for receiving 

14years runner up as well as all the girls for their continuous efforts and 

those that went on to attend IGSSA Athletics in Sydney. 

Murray house came 2nd overall in the 2014 swimming carnival with some 

wonderful results throughout both the junior and senior students. Both 

Ally and myself were so proud of the efforts displayed by the girls. Special 

comments should be made to Lucy Fenwicke 13yrs age champion, Claudia 

Meehan 14yrs age champion, Amber Strelitz 14yrs Runner up, Abbey Jackson 

15yrs Runner up and Lucy Moffatt 18yrs age champion. This year, Murray 

experienced four records that were broken. Olivia Fenwicke broke the 15yrs 

50m backstroke previously set in 2007 with a time of 36.32. The new record 

set by Olivia is now 35.69. Lucy Fenwicke broke the 13yrs 50m Backstroke 

from 2005 with a time of 36.25, the 13yrs 100m freestyle with a time of 

1:10.20 as well as the junior Murray 50m Medley Relay previously set by 

Lyon with a new time 2.49.46. Congratulations not only to those girls who 

made it in IGSSA Swimming and represented the school, but to all Murray 

girls for maintaining the NEGS sporting spirit. 

All in all it has been a successful year for sport and spirit in Murray house. 

It has been such a privilege for both myself and Ally Bray (vice captain) to 

lead such a lovely, willing groups of girls and we would like to thank the 

girls for making our last year in Murray such a memorable one. Without the 

consistent efforts of the girls, the results that have been achieved as well 

as the enjoyment we have experienced would not have been possible. Both 

Ally and myself would like to wish all the girls the best of luck for next year, 

especially our new year 12 leaders. Make Murray proud!! 

Thank you to all for the support and assistance in sport throughout the 

year. The students have enjoyed the sporting opportunities that have been 

offered this year and we hope that 2015 will be even more successful.
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Leaders 2014/2015

Laura Brown, Emily Rogers, Lucy Moffatt, Kayla Wicks, Nicola Orr, Caitlyn Everingham

Nicola Orr, Emily Rogers, Mr Clive Logan, Laura Brown, Caitlyn Everingham
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Front Row:    Mrs Heather Fisher, Mr Geoff O’Neill, Mrs Stephanie Thomas, Mrs Kay Hiscox, Mr Clive Logan (Principal), Mrs Mary Anne Evans (Deputy Principal),  
   Mrs Consuela Despi, Rev Rebecca Eastment, Mr Graeme Hollis, Mrs Liane Nixon.

Row 2:    Mrs Samantha Morley, Mrs Ingar Rowlings, Mrs Sidonie O’Neill, Mrs Annette Edmonds, Mrs Helen Smith, Miss Belinda Stone, Mrs Jean Newall,  
   Miss Ruth Choice, Mrs Mary Wright, Mrs Angela Sole, Mrs Amber McCulloch.

Row 3:    Miss Julia Booth, Miss Laura Cambridge, Miss Maxine Thompson, Miss Jessica O’Connell, Mrs Terri Swartz, Mr Mark Fisher, Mr Jake Compton,  
   Miss Sarah Ronald, Mrs Heidi Dent, Sister Cathy Beevors.
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Back Row (L to R):  Mrs Catherine McCann (Teacher), Jai Killen, Tom Lorimer, Liam McCann, Miss Charlene Jackson (Teacher’s Aide)

Second Row:  Oliver Sutherland, Bailey Harvey-Lynn, Sam Tout, Jesse Alldis

Front Row:   Hariette Ryall, Ruby Harvey-Lynn, Jessica Flynn, Bella Drayton, Lillian Meredith

Absent:   Hamish Eastment

Back Row (L to R):  Miss Jessica O’Connell (Teacher), Taj Killen, Brodie Meredith, Mohammed Almokhtar, Miss Marie Sander (Teacher’s Aide)

Second Row:  Sidney Harvey-Grace, Zara Harvey-Grace, Sienna Alldis, Leontine O’Neill

Front Row:   Annicka McCullock, Myla Cox, Emma Ong, Anastasia Anderson, Amanda Knight

Absent:   Meshari Almagheeb
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Back Row (L to R):  Mrs Louisa Wood (Teacher), Archibald O’Neill, Charlie McCulloch, William Knox, William Tout, Andrew Knight

Front Row:   Delilah Layton, Arabella Dagg, Ava Loudon, Aleisha Handebo, Eva Dabovich, Siena Hays

Back Row (L-R):  Mrs Anne Ward (Teacher), Alexandra Reed, Charlotte Claridge, Caitlin Croft

Second Row:  Tariq Rahim, Calan Loudon, Solomon Layton

Front Row:   Ashley Knight, Jade Watkins, Eloise Gooch, Lydia Farrar, Arnika Moorfield
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Back Row (L to R):  Mrs Liane Nixon (Teacher), William Nicol, Timothy Lindeman, Alexander Fulloon, Isabella Gooch

Second Row:  Bronte Dagg, Hannah Rahim, Hayley Whitehall, Hollie O’Halloran

Front Row:   Isabelle Chandler, Isabella Collison, Isabella Johnson, Keeley O’Connor, Nichola Clarkson

Absent:    Daniel Jamali

Back Row (L to R):  Hannah Stewart, Katie Hancock, Eva Knox, Grace Cassidy

Second Row:  Mrs Heidi Dent (Teacher), Priscilla Clonan, Elijah Layton, Anna Jarvis, Miss Emily Alison (Prac Teacher)

Front Row:   Charlotte S, Clancy Hedges, Alexandra Rose, Isabel Bookallil, Francisca Dugdale, Zoe Reed
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Front Row:   Hannah Weston, Megan Gailbraith, Miah Lupica, Chelsea Eichorn, Chloe Seccombe, Amelia Bonnici, Georgina Watson, Isabelle Perrottet, Zoe Stuart

Row 2:   Miss Sarah Ronald, Stephanie Clarkson, Disa Smart, Sophia–Rose Gibby–Loughery, Alicia Ball, Daisy Meehan, Katrina Campbell, Sophie Sutherland, Imogen Dagg,   
  Evey White, Mrs Amber Mculloch

Row 3:   Penny Haynes, Chelsie–Rae Hobday, Serena Traynor, Sophie Mitchell, Heidi Powell, Kate Cruickshank, Zara Blackmore, Abbey Brazier, Georgia Kaynes

Front Row:   Brydi Holmes, Eleanor Fulloon, Mrs Consuela Despi, Mrs Angela Sole, Mrs Sam Morley, Zoe Mumford, Olivia Carter

Row 2:   Amber Strelitz, Dominique Holley, Charlotte Kingham. Emily Knox, Jaimie McElroy, Lucy Ramsay

Row 3:   Anna Campbell, Kathleen McPhie, Sarah Wyatt, Claudia Meehan, Lucy Fenwicke, Amelia Edmonds

Absent:  Ellen Archer, Sarah Askey, Eloise Redhead
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Front Row:   Thelma Dauvunau, Natalie Bell, Imogen Gifford, Lucinda Parry, Abbey Jackson, Clara Oxley-Goncalves, Mikaela Ball, Harriet Makeham, Alex Patten, Elizabeth Hancock

Row 2:   Mrs Terri Swartz, Emily Battle, Sophie Close, Rebecca Gilson, Norah Wells, Melissa Kelly, Emily Sole, Jessica Tinker, Bridget Sutton, Sophie Cockbain,  
  Arabella Stewart, Miss Laura Cambridge

Row 3:   Hillary Mackay, Emma Costello, Francesca Lavarone, Eliza White, Mackenzie Hollis, Zoe Nivison, Victoria Bennet, Eugenie Gullifer-Laurie, Isobel Robertson,  
  Hannah Simpson

Row 4:   Lucy Haynes, Claudia Smith, Amelia Arthur, Olivia Fenwicke, Charlotte Raleigh, Meagan Nolan, Zoe Macdougall, Erin Gaff, Laura Claridge Absent: Molly Evans

Front Row:    Jessica Ruba, Caitlin Bonnici, Tahlia Paull, Kate Bailey, Rhianna Malone, Emily Farrar, April Larsen, Annabelle Heagney, Sarah Parkes.

Row 2:    Mrs Donella Tutt, Cheyanne Mitchell-Wisely, Rachel Jones, Logan Brown, Laura Strelitz, Madeline Murphy, Lorna Clarkes, Isabelle Cameron, Renee Collins,  
   Laura Kater, Mrs Heather Fisher.

Row 3:    Mr Jake Compton, Brooke O’Halloran, Katrina Bean, Madeline Lane, Lily Clonan, Isabella Ritter, Sophie Uren, Sarah Hamparsum, Jane Thompson,  
   Sophie Watson.

Absent:    Clare Askey, Alys Marshall, Madison Traynor.
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Front Row:   Grace Brazier, Monica Connolly, Adelaide Vivers, Raquel Frogley, Caitlyn Everingham, Nicola Orr, Ellie Rowlings, Brearn Morris, Megan Mak.

Row 2:   Mrs Annette Edmonds, Georgia Hook, Skye Ramsay, Isabella Watson, Rebecca Mulligan, Lily Hook, Kate Ryan, Miss Belinda Stone.

Row 3:   Amy Byrnes, Kate Cannington, Edwina Morton, Ruby Heaney, Simonne Sakker, Olivia Eichorn, Alice Frend.

Absent:   Mary Carter, Claudia Nash, Anthea Powell.

Front Row:   Laura Brown, Christina Smith, Rebecca Waters, Mrs Mary Wright, Mrs Stephanie Thomas, Miss Maxine Thompson, Mr Geoff O’Neill, Allison Korn, Marie-Lee Ramplin, 
  Emily Morrice.

Row 2:   Abbie Robertson, Savannah Peterson, Phoebe Parry, Lucy Moffatt, Matilda Hughes, Emily Rogers, Astrid Lethbridge, Hilary Blackman, Shannon Neeson, Hannah Laurie.

Row 3:   Holly McDonald, Sophie Marett, Sarah Larsen, Emily Kedzlie, Hannah Parker, Natasha Fulton-Kennedy, Brigitte Low, Catriona Graham, Courtney Scifleet.

Row 4:   Georgia White, Kayla Wicks, Eliza Pitt, Ellis Mackay, Brigitte Michel, Annabel Campbell, Ally Bray, Sarah Collins, Laura Adams, Shaina Berry.

Absent:   Isabella Gullifer-Laurie, Tessa Haron, Ella Tindal.
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Front Row:   Grace Brazier, Megan Mak, Lucy Moffatt, Miss Maxine Thompson, Mrs Mary Anne Evans, Mrs Kerry Middleton, Holly McDonald, Monica Connolly, Marie-Lee Ramplin,  
  Emily Morrice.

Row 2:   Brearn Morris, Rebecca Waters, Savannah Peterson, Kate Ryan, Rebecca Mulligan, Emily Rogers, Amy Byrnes, Mary Carter, Nicola Orr, Raquel Frogley, Allison Korn.

Row 3:   Sophie Marett, Alice Frend, Shaina Berry, Kayla Wicks, Georgia White, Natasha Fulton-Kennedy, Emily Kedzlie, Simonne Sakker, Courtney Scifleet.

Row 4:   Ruby Heaney, Kate Cannington, Laura Adams, Brigitte Michel, Annabel Campbell, Ally Bray, Edwina Morton, Eliza Pitt.

Front Row:   Hannah Weston, Isabelle Perrottet, Chloe Seccombe, Lucy Moffatt, Miss Sarah Ronald, Mrs Mary Anne Evans, Miss Lara Johnston, Holly McDonald, Evey White,  
  Brydi Holmes, Zoe Stuart.

Row 2:   Natalie Bell, Alex Patten, Lucy Ramsay, Jaimie McElroy, Jessica Ruba, Bridget Sutton, Clara Oxley-Goncalves, Emily Battle, Muskan Bhateja (Exchange Student),  
  Olivia Carter, Thelma Dauvunau.

Row 3:   Sophie Cockbain, Charlotte Kingham, Norah Wells, Chelsie-Rae Hobday, Francesca Lavarone, Lorna Clarkes, Laura Kater, Mallika Jhaveri (Exchange Student),  
  Cheyanne Mitchell-Wisely, Jessica Tinker, Kate Cruickshank.

Row 4:   Victoria Bennet, Heidi Powell, Madeline Lane, Amelia Arthur, Charlotte Raleigh, Isabella Ritter, Sophie Uren, Erin Gaff, Sarah Wyatt, Katrina Bean, Eliza White.

Absent:   Ellen Archer, Amelia Edmonds, Logan Brown, Sarah Hamparsum, Alys Marshall, Sarah Parkes, Jane Thompson.
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Front Row:   Phoebe Parry, Mr Clive Logan (Principal), Emily Rogers, Laura Brown, Mrs Consuela Despi, Shannon Neeson.

Row 2:   Lucy Moffatt, Hilary Blackman, Sarah Larsen, Kayla Wicks, Holly McDonald, Matilda Hughes.
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Back Row:  Sarah Wyatt, Sophie Watson, Kathleen McPhie

Front Row:   Jessica Ruba, Amber Strelitz, Caitlin Bonnici, Eliza White 

Absent:   Jane Thompson, Olivia Carter, Kate Bailey
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Back Row:   Alicia Ball, Sarah Askey, Lily Clonan, Clare Askey, Laura Strelitz

Front Row:   Imogen Gifford, Elizabeth Hancock, Emily Knox, Hannah Weston, Mikaela Ball  

Back Row:   Abbey Jackson, Sophie Uren, Sarah Hamparsum, Tahlia Paull

Front Row:   Penny Haynes, Eleanor Fullon, Lucy Haynes, Claudia Meehan

Absent:   Lucy Fenwicke, Zoe Nivison, Lucinda Parry, Brydi Holmes   
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   Skye Ramsay, Ellie Rowlings, Kate Cannington, Grace Brazier

Absent:   Georgia Hook, Rebecca Waters, Emily Morrice, Claudia Nash 

Back Row:   Charlotte Raleigh, Molly Evans, Olivia Fenwicke

Front Row:   Bridget Sutton, Thelma Davaunau, Victoria Bennet, Laura Claridge

Absent:   Emily Sole
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Back Row:   Olivia Carter, Amber Strelitz, Kathleen McPhie, Isabel Robertson, Olivia Fenwicke, Kate Cannington, Emma Costello, Caitlin Bonnici, Sophie Sutherland

Front Row:   Amelia Edmonds, Katrina Campbell, Sophia-Rose Gibby-Loughrey, Natalie Bell, Elijah Layton, Stephanie Clarkson, Amelia Bonnici, Zoe Stuart, Georgina Watson

   Isabelle Cameron, Alex Patten, Anna Campbell, Sarah Wyatt 
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Back Row:   Sophie Cockbain, Mackenzie Hollis, Olivia Fenwicke, Melissa Kelly

Front Row:   Thelma Dauvunau, Clara Oxley, Bridget Sutton, Victoria Bennet

Absent:   Amelia Arthur

Back Row:    Annabelle Heagney, Edwina Morton, Lorna Clarke, Logan Brown

Front Row:   Madeline Lane, Jessica Ruba, Sarah Parkes, Sophie Uren

Absent:   Jane Thompson, Isabella Ritter, Sophie Marett, Georgia White, Annabel Campbell, Sarah Collins, Matilda Hughes, Sarah Larsen, Shannon Neeson, Ella Tindal,  
  Holly McDonald, Laura Adams, Allison Korn  
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   Jai Killen, Taj Killen, Mohammed Almakhtar, Samuel Tout, Brodie Meredith

Back Row:    Alex Patten, Brooke O’Halloran, Elijah Layton, Hilary Mackay, Georgia Kaynes

Front Row:    Sophie Sutherland, Brydi Holmes, Isabelle Cameron, Sarah Wyatt, Anna Campbell, Zoe Stuart  
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Back Row:   Alice Frend, Amy Byrnes

Front Row:   April Larsen, Isabella Ritter, Madeline Lane

Absent:   Brigitte Michel, Phoebe Parry, Kayla Wicks, Eliza Pitt

Back Row:   Abbey Brazier, Penny Haynes, Sophie Mitchell, Katie Hancock, Eva Knox

Front Row:   Amelia Bonnici, Evey White, Hannah Weston, Alexandra Rose, Anna Jarvis
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Back Row:   Miah Lupica, Zara Blackmore, Heidi Powell, Anna Campbell, Charlotte Kingham

Front Row:   Eloise Redhead, Disa Smart, Megan Galbraith, Lucy Ramsay, Evey White

Absent:   Chelsie Hobday, Georgia Kaynes

Back Row:   Nicola Orr, Alys Marshall, Katrina Bean

Front Row:   Laura Kater, Emily Farrar, Renee Collins

Absent:   Rachel Jones, Ellis Mackay, Isabella Gullifer – Laurie
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Back Row:  Sarah Askey, Kathleen McPhie, Sarah Wyatt, Lucy Haynes, Abbey Jackson, Imogen Gifford

Front Row:   Penny Haynes, Hannah Weston, Eliza White, Elizabeth Hancock, Mikaela Ball, Alicia Ball, Kate Cruickshank

Absent:   Amelia Edmonds, Lucy Fenwicke

Back Row:   Hilary Mackay, Erin Gaff, Sophie Cockbain

Front Row:   Clara Oxley, Eliza White, Arabella Stewart

Absent:   Claudia Smith, Amelia Arthur, Zoe MacDougall, Eugenie Gullifer – Laurie, Sophie Close
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Back Row:    Sarah Askey, Charlotte Claridge, William Nicol, Bronte Dagg, Clare Askey

Front Row:   Alexandra Reed, Caitlin Croft, Isabelle Chandler, Lydia Farrar

Absent:   Aleisha Handebo

Back Row:  Clare Askey, Caitlyn Everingham, Olivia Eichorn, Isabella Watson

Front Row:   Sophie Uren, Sarah Hamparsum, Sophie Watson, Anthea Powell, Tahlia Paull

Absent:   Hannah Laurie, Astrid Lethbridge, Mary Carter, Kate Bailey, Emily Rogers
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Left to Right:   Isabella Johnson, Hollie O’Halloran, Isabella Gooch, William Nicol, Bronte Dagg, Lydia Farrar

Back Row:     Priscilla Clonan, Alicia Ball, Kate Cruickshank, Daisy Meehan

Front Row:   Georgina Watson, Francisca Dugdale, Isabel Bookallil, Zoe Reed, Chloe Seccombe

Absent:   Lucy Fenwicke, Clancy Hedges, Zoe Stuart
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Left to Right:  Isabella Gooch, Eva Knox, Grace Cassidy, Isabel Bookallil

Back Row (L to R):  Charlotte Claridge, Bronte Dagg, William Nicol, Alexandra Reed

Front Row:   Aleisha Handebo, Isabelle Chandler, Caitlin Croft, Lydia Farrar
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Back Row (L to R):  Elijah Layton, Clancy Hedges, Eva Knox, Grace Cassidy, Anna Jarvis, Timothy Lindeman

Front Row:   Lydia Farrar, Charlotte Claridge, Hollie O’Halloran, Solomon Layton, Isabella Gooch, Bronte Dagg, Eloise Gooch

Left to Right:  Ashley Knight, Eva Knox, Grace Cassidy, Isabelle Chandler
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Back Row (L to R):  Clancy Hedges, Eva Knox, Grace Cassidy

Second Row:  Isabella Johnson, Hollie O’Halloran, Hayley Whitehall, Charlotte S

Front Row:   Ashley Knight, Caitlin Croft, Charlotte Claridge, Alexandra Reed, Calan Loudon

Back Row (L to R):  Isabel Bookallil, Eva Knox, Grace Cassidy

Second Row:  Bronte Dagg, Elijah Layton, Timothy Lindeman, Isabella Gooch

Front Row:   Ashley Knight, Isabelle Chandler, Solomon Layton, Charlotte Claridge, Lydia Farrar
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Back Row (L to R):  Hayley Whitehall, Zoe Reed, Katie Hancock, Priscilla Clonan, Hannah Rahim

Second Row:  Ms Rowena Tall, Charlotte Claridge, Isabella Johnson, Bronte Dagg, Hollie O’Halloran, Charlotte S, Isabella Collison

Front Row:   Arnika Moorfield, Nichola Clarkson, Caitlin Croft, Alexandra Reed, Keeley O’Connor, Eloise Gooch, Isabelle Chandler  

Left to Right:  Nichola Clarkson, Hannah Rahim, Timothy Lindeman, Charlotte S, Archibald O’Neill
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Back Row (L to R):  Clancy Hedges, Timothy Lindeman, Grace Cassidy, William Nicol

Front Row:   Solomon Layton, Isabelle Chandler, Ashley Knight

Left to Right:  Eva Knox, Grace Cassidy






