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Introduction 
 
This booklet contains information detailing assessment guidelines and schedules for courses 
delivered at New England Girls’ School. For all subjects delivered to Preliminary candidates, 
information provided includes a schedule of tasks, the components assessed, their weightings 
and an approximate time frame for delivery. Some congestion of tasks may arise in the case of 
students undertaking Extension subjects or subjects offered as part of the Combined Schools 
Program. 
 
Students undertaking courses hosted by another provider, such as TAFE or a Distance Education 
School must familiarise themselves with the assessment program developed by the host. 
Students need to be prepared for some disparity between the assessment schedule at NEGS and 
that from other providers. These differences include how students are notified of assessments, 
the delivery of assessments, the way feedback is provided and how assessments are reported. 
 
Further Information 
 
A meeting can be arranged with the Director of Studies at any stage to discuss any questions you 
may have related to NEGS policies and procedures. 
 
Assessment 
 
The assessments submitted by a school for each course are intended to reflect students’ 
achievements relative to each other at the end of the Preliminary course. The assessments 
measure achievements throughout the course and contribute to the summative evaluation of a 
student’s performance in a course. 
 
Multiple measures of achievement at points during the course can provide a better indication of 
student achievement than a single final examination grade.  In addition, the base of assessment 
can be broadened to include practical work, field reports or research skills. 
 
The formal assessment program does not take into account student conduct, nor does it attempt 
to measure objectives from or outcomes from the affective domain, i.e., values, attitudes and 
interests. 
At each stage in the formal assessment program, tasks should be prepared to thoroughly reflect a 
student’s best effort at the time. This is an important aspect of the assessment program since, in 
the event of an illness or misadventure at the time of the HSC Examinations, the School 
assessment may represent 100% of the final result. 
 
Assessment Ranks 
 
Subject teachers may, periodically and at the end of the course, provide a cumulative assessment 
rank to students. A cumulative assessment mark will not be given for each subject. 
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After the last HSC Examination, students receive an Order of Merit notification from the Board 
of Studies, stating their within-school rank in each subject. If students dispute the validity of this 
ranking, then there is an appeals procedure. This Order of Merit paper can be obtained when 
students receive their Testimonials. 
 
At the conclusion of each assessment task, teachers are required to supply both mark and rank 
for that task. This information is not to be publicised for the knowledge of other students.  If 
there are any queries about a mark or rank for a specific assessment task, such queries must be 
resolved with the teacher concerned immediately. Disputes on the marks awarded or ranking for 
a specific assessment task cannot form the basis of an appeal at the end of the Preliminary 
assessment program. 
 
Assessment Schedules 
 
The Assessment Schedules provided in this booklet are for each of the Preliminary subjects 
offered to students in the current cycle.  
 
Each subject assessment schedule contains the following information: 
 

! A list of specific assessment components and their weightings; 
!  A list of specific assessment tasks and the weightings; 
!  The approximate time each task is to be administered; 
!  A brief description of the type of assessment task; 
!  Requirements for the determination of Dux in that subject.  

 
 
BOSTES Requirements 
 
As part of the Record of School Achievement (ROSA) a new requirement was introduced in 
2013 in that the Board of Studies requires schools to provide an assessment grade for each 
student in each Board Developed Course and Endorsed Course at the end of the Preliminary 
Course. In order to meet this requirement, the assessment program at NEGS: 
 

! specifies the various assessment tasks, e.g., practical tasks, assignments; 
! details the marks allocated to each task; 
! outlines the schedule of tasks throughout the course; 
! states the components of the assessment in terms of groupings of syllabus 

objectives and weightings to be attached to each component; 
! provides students with adequate notice, namely two weeks, of the nature and 

timing of each assessment task, including the mid-year and trial examinations; 
! provides meaningful feedback on students’ performance in all assessment tasks; 
! provides a protocol for dealing with issues related to illness, misadventure, 

malpractice, late submission or non-compliance of assessment tasks; 
! advises students in writing when they are not meeting assessment requirements 

in a course, indicating the necessary steps to take to enable the student to meet 
the requirements satisfactorily; 

! conducts reviews of assessments when requested by students; 
! provides information relevant to school reviews of assessments and appeals to 

the Board of Studies. 
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Commencement and Completion of Assessments 
 
Assessments for the HSC courses cannot commence until after the completion of the Preliminary 
Course. For the majority of subjects at NEGS, the Preliminary courses finish at the end of Week 
1, Term 4. 
 
Computer Use 
 
Many assessment tasks are completed on lap-tops or the School’s computers.  Throughout the 
process of drafting, editing and completing assessment tasks on computers, it is essential that 
students back-up their data and information. It is better to have multiple copies saved than to rely 
on one location - the use of Flash Drives or regularly printing out completed work can help 
avoid the loss of work. 
 
As part of the planning process, students are encouraged to maintain an organised file/diary of 
work completed. If, at the last moment, computer problems prevent the submission of a task by 
the due date, this material can be used to support an appeal. 
 
Failure to submit a task by the due date because of computer problems will result in a zero grade 
and the appeal process can be accessed. 
 
Copyright 
 
Students need to be aware that, generally, material which is copied for educational purposes can 
be legally copied and does not infringe the Copyright Act provided it is confined to certain limits 
and is acknowledged. The limits are set at 10% of a work if it is text, and images can be copied 
for explanation, example or analysis from either written material or from electronic sources. 
Making a video or electronic presentation where text, images and music may be used has 
different requirements and the regulations for this should be checked with the Librarians. The 
correct forms of acknowledgement are always on display in the Reference Section of the Library 
and they should be used on all copied material whether the source is hard copy or electronic. If 
students are in any doubt, they should discuss each situation with the Librarians. 
 
Grouping of Students for Assessment 
 
In submitting assessments, schools must comply with the following: 
 

! 2U students are to be assessed with Extension students as a single group on the 
common component of the course; 

! No attempt is made to relate the achievement of students in the 2U Beginners, 
2U General or 2U Advanced courses within the one subject; 
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! The additional component of the Extension Courses is to be assessed without 
reference to other courses in the subject area except in Mathematics where the 
Extension 1 and Extension 2 students should be assessed as a single group for 
the common Extension component.  The Extension 1 students’ marks are then 
submitted as a mark out of 50 and the Extension 2 students are assessed on the 
Extension 2 component without referring to the other Mathematics candidates; 

! Students studying courses as part of the Combined Schools Program or with 
other providers represent discrete class groups and will be marked against 
students from other schools when assessments are submitted. Such students 
remain enrolled with their home school. 

 
‘N’ Determinations 
 
These determinations apply to students who have not satisfactorily completed the mandatory 
curriculum requirements for particular courses. Reasons for ‘N’ determinations relate to the 
available evidence that a student has not been applying themselves with due diligence and 
sustained effort to set tasks and experiences provided by the school. This evidence can include 
non-completion of more than 50% of formal assessments for a course. An ‘N’ determination in a 
course can impact on a student’s eligibility to receive an HSC if the required 10 units of HSC 
subjects are not completed. Appropriate warning letters are sent to students as the ‘N’ 
determination process is initiated and, if an ‘N’ recorded with the Board of Studies, a student has 
access to a School review and an appeal through the Board of Studies. A sample warning letter 
is provided in this booklet. 
 
Record of Achievement 
 
The BOSTES awards Records of Achievement to students in their Secondary years for both 
Preliminary and Higher School Certificate Courses completed. The HSC Record of 
Achievement is awarded at the same time as the HSC results and sets out the pattern of study for 
Year 12, along with a statement about satisfactory attendance and application. 
 
Resources and Support for Assessment Tasks 
 
The School is responsible for ensuring that suitable levels of resources and support are provided 
in order to enable students to prepare for assessment tasks. Additional information and support 
can always be obtained from sources and learning contexts outside the school, e.g., other 
Libraries, friends at other schools. 
 
The use of additional support is an important issue in the preparation of tasks, such as the 
assembly of Design and Technology projects or Art Major Works. For such tasks undertaken 
over an extended period of time, the initial assessment notification sheet may indicate specific 
parameters determined by the teacher. These parameters are set to protect students from any 
suspicion of malpractice. 
 
Should a student not abide by the parameters specified by the teacher then the Appeals 
Committee can consider a mark penalty as part of the assessment procedure.  
 
Special Cases 
 

1. Students granted Disability Provisions for the Preliminary course should, 
ideally, have these provisions in place for all assessment tasks. 
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2. Accelerant and/or Accumulating students will be considered as members of the 
same class group for each subject in which they are enrolled. They will 
undertake identical assessment tasks and be ranked against that class group. 

 
3. Students transferring into NEGS during the course of Preliminary assessment 

cannot have their assessment results from their previous school considered. The 
rank they acquire on their first assessment task at NEGS for each subject shall 
determine a mark consistent with this rank for all tasks preceding. However, 
where a student is a late enrolment at NEGS in Year 11, and the assessment 
program has only two or fewer tasks remaining, the subject teacher may be 
required to ask the new student to undertake additional assessment tasks to 
allow a fair and valid assessment mark to be calculated. 

 
Student Responsibilities 
 
Students are encouraged to prepare for all assessment tasks thoroughly and to complete them to 
the best of their ability. If a student fails to complete more than 50% of the assessment program 
for a specific subject, they will be deemed ineligible to receive an award for that subject. This 
may, in turn, jeopardise their eligibility for the award of a Higher School Certificate. 
 
Within the school there is an Illness and Misadventure provision for both the school-based 
assessment program and the actual HSC Examinations. For school-based assessments, NEGS 
has a committee which administers appeals according to clear policy guidelines which ensure 
that students are treated equally and consistently.  These policy guidelines are as follows: 
 
Appeals Procedure 
 
The Appeals Committee consists of the Director of Studies, the relevant Head of Department, 
the classroom teacher, and in some instances, the Year Advisor. If an appeal is granted, the 
means by which the student is to be awarded a mark is determined. The impact on a student’s 
overall performance in the course will be outlined.  

 
Examinations, Topic tests, Practicals 
 
Where a student fails to attend an in-class examination or test/practical assessment, that 
student will automatically be awarded a zero score for which an appeal may be lodged within 48 
hours of the student returning to normal classes. If the absence was due to illness or 
misadventure, the appeal must be accompanied by full documentation of the nature of the illness 
or misadventure – including medical evidence. 

 
Reasons such as driving license tests, interviews, and non-urgent appointments are not 
considered valid reasons for absence. An emergency situation that can be sustained by evidence 
may be deemed by the Appeals Committee as a valid reason for absence.  
 
If the student is representing NEGS at an approved event, such as sports competition, 
music/drama/public speaking and school excursions, arrangements are to be made with the 
relevant subject teacher to undertake the task prior to the class group or at the earliest convenient 
time upon the student’s return to classes. The student should notify the teacher of the leave as 
soon as it is approved. Such instances do not require the lodging of an appeal. 

 
If an appeal is upheld on the basis of illness or misadventure, the Appeals Committee make a 
rule authorising one of the following three options: 1) that the student sit the exam at the earliest 
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opportunity; 2) that the student undertake a substitute task and 3) in exceptional circumstances, 
e.g. where the completion of a substitute task is not feasible or reasonable, or where the missed 
task is difficult to duplicate, the Appeals Committee may authorise the use of an estimate such 
that the mark awarded is consistent with the student’s current cumulative rank, prior to the 
completion of that assessment task. 
 
If there is no valid reason for non-completion of an assessment task, the zero mark awarded will 
stand and be used to assess eligibility for the award. 
 
Should a student attempt an examination, test, practical task etc., and be awarded a zero mark, it 
is a matter for the teacher’s professional judgment whether the attempt is a genuine one, and it 
will be used to assess eligibility for the award. 
 
Assignments, Research Topics, Projects 
 
These tasks are designated long-term tasks and must be submitted on or before the due date or 
they will be registered as a non-attempt. Non-attempts attract a zero mark.   
 
Where a student has been unable to complete a long-term assignment by the due date because of 
a long-term illness/disability, they may lodge an appeal to the Appeals Committee. There is no 
guarantee that the appeal will be upheld, unless the Committee is certain that the 
illness/disability has prevented the student from having sufficient time to make a reasonable 
attempt at the assessment. 
 
It is expected that students given long-term tasks would undertake such tasks over the full term 
of the assessment and not solely in the days immediately preceding submission. Students are 
encouraged to seek regular guidance and assistance with the planning of long-term tasks if 
necessary to ensure an even workload. 
 
Extensions are not given for long-term tasks unless the Appeals Committee upholds an appeal.  
 
Students who are absent on the day of a submission of a long-term task should contact the school 
concerning their absence and obtain a Doctor’s certificate or other evidence to verify that the 
absence is a genuine one and not for the purpose of completing the task. Students need to 
indicate how the work is to be submitted, e.g., through a third party or by email. If a hard copy 
cannot be submitted the student may send the task by email, e.g. if a student is sick on the day a 
task is due and she is unable to have the task handed in by a third party. There are dangers 
associated with email and students should only use this as a last resort. Students should keep a 
record in their sent box to verify the time and also ask the teacher for confirmation that the task 
has been received. If a zero is given for a task that is submitted late students may lodge an 
appeal and where a legitimate reason is given the appeal may be upheld. 
 
Whenever a student fails to submit an assessment task and/or receives a zero for an assessment 
task, an official Board of Studies ‘N’ award warning letter will be sent to the parents 
 
All My Own Work 
 
All students entered for one or more HSC courses with an external examination are required to 
have satisfactorily completed HSC: All My Own Work or its equivalent. This requirement 
excludes students who are only entered for Life Skills courses or Board Endorsed courses 
although the program would still be available as an option for these students if this was seen as 
appropriate by their school. All Preliminary students will need to complete this course before 
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they are entered in their Preliminary studies on the Board of Studies. 
 
The values and attitudes students will develop through completing the HSC: All My Own Work 
program are: 

 •  a commitment to principles of good scholarship, academic honesty and ethical 
practices 
 •  respect for the fundamental rights, rules and procedures that promote honesty, 
equity and respect for the integrity of their own work and the work of others. 

 
Assessment tasks completed dishonestly will score zero and will not be eligible for an appeal. 
 
Dishonesty infers any act of cheating, such as copying the work of others, including substantial 
amounts of internet material without editing or acknowledging sources, using notes/formulae in 
an examination which are not part of the written paper, providing misleading information about 
illness/misadventure, failing to adhere to rules relevant to an examination, e.g. writing after time 
has elapsed, conversing with other students.  
 
Generally, the All My Own Work course is completed after Year 10 examinations. Students 
entering Year 11 at NEGS without having completed the course will be required to do so early in 
the year. The librarian will supervise program completion for students in either groups or 
individually. 
 
Procedures for Lodging an Appeal 
 
Students should: 
 

! Obtain a copy of the Appeal Form from the Director of Studies within 48 hours 
of the due date for a task or returning to normal classes; 

! Complete the Appeal Form within 48 hours; 
! Attach medical and/or other documentation to the Appeal form; 
! Return the completed form to the Director of Studies. 

 
The Appeals Committee will meet and consider the authenticity of the appeal, supporting 
information, and the recommendation of the subject teacher. If the appeal is granted, then the 
means by which the student is to be awarded a mark is determined. The decision of the Appeals 
Committee will be communicated to students. In the case of an appeal not being granted, the 
impact on a student’s overall performance in a course will be outlined. 
 
ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank)  
 
In addition to the HSC Assessment and Examination marks, students may also receive an ATAR 
on completion of their HSC. 
 
The ATAR is calculated by the University of Sydney (not the Board of Studies) for use by the 
various Universities in their admissions procedures. The average of the HSC assessment and 
examination marks for each subject is used in this calculation.  All subjects are re-scaled in a 
way which “rewards” subjects with an above average candidature. For each student, 2 Units of 
English together with the next 8 best Units are re-scaled by this method and used to determine 
the ATAR. 
 
The ATAR is not a mark, it is a rank between 0 and 99.95. An ATAR of 78.50, for example 
means that a student has performed better than 78.5% of all HSC candidates for that year. 
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The ATAR is based on an aggregate of scaled marks in 10 units of Board Developed courses 
comprising: 
 

• the best two units of English; and 
• the best eight units from the remaining units, subject to the provision that 

no more than two units of Category B courses be included. 
 
The ATAR may include units accumulated by a candidate over a total time span of five years.  If 
a candidate repeats a unit, only the latest attempt will be available for inclusion in the ATAR. 
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SAMPLE WARNING LETTER – Non-Completion of a Preliminary Course 
 
 
Dear [Parent/Guardian] 
 

Re: Official Warning – Non-completion of a Preliminary Course 
 

I am writing to advise that your daughter __________________is in danger of not meeting the  
          (student name) 
Course Completion Criteria for the Preliminary course ____________________. 
             (course name) 
The Board of Studies requires schools to issue students with official warnings in order to give them 
the opportunity to redeem themselves. Please regard this letter as the ________ (eg 1st, 4th) official 
warning we have issued concerning ___________________. 
                                                (course name) 
A minimum of two course-specific warnings must be issued prior to a final ‘N’ non-completion of 
course determination being made for a course. 
 
Course Completion Criteria 
The satisfactory completion of a course requires Principals to have sufficient evidence that the 
student has: 

a) followed the course developed or endorsed by the Board; and 
b) applied themselves with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and 

experiences provided in the course by the school; and 
c) achieved some or all of the course outcomes. 

 
Where it is determined that a student has not met the Course Completion Criteria, they place 
themselves at risk of receiving an ‘N’ determination. An ‘N’ determination will mean that the 
course will not be listed on the student’s Record of Achievement and may affect the student’s 
eligibility for the Higher School Certificate. It may also mean that the student is unable to proceed 
to the Higher School Certificate course if she has not satisfactorily completed the Preliminary 
Course. 
 
To date, __________________________ has not satisfactorily met __________ of the Course  
 (student name) (indicate a), b) or c)) 
Completion Criteria. 
 
The table overleaf lists those tasks, requirements or outcomes not yet completed or achieved, and/or 
for which a genuine attempt has not been made. In order for _______________________________  
   (student name) 
to satisfy Course Completion Criteria, the tasks, requirements or outcomes listed overleaf need to 
be satisfactorily completed and/or achieved. 
 
Please discuss this matter with ________________________ and contact the school if further  
          (student name) 
information or clarification is needed. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Kay Hiscox        Mr Clive Logan 
Director of Studies        Principal 
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To satisfy the Course Completion Criteria, the following tasks, requirements or outcomes need to 
be satisfactorily completed by _______________________ . 
                                   (student name)        
 
Task Name(s)/Course 
Requirement(s)/Course 
Outcome(s) 

Percentage 
Weighting 
(if applicable) 

Original  
Due Date 
(if applicable) 
 

Action Required 
by student 

Revised date to 
be completed by 
(if applicable) 

     

     

     

     

     

 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please detach this section and return to the School 
 

Requirements for the satisfactory completion of a Preliminary Course 
 

• I have received the letter dated __________________ indicating that 
_____________________________ is in danger of not having satisfactorily  
                                  (student name) 
completed course requirements for _______________________.  
 (course name) 
 

• I am aware that this course may not appear on her Record of Achievement. 
 

• I am also aware that the ‘N’ determination may make her ineligible to proceed to the 
Higher School Certificate course. 

 
• I am also aware that the ‘N’ determination may make her ineligible for the award of 

the Higher School Certificate. 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian’s signature: __________________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
 
Student’s signature: _________________________________________ Date: _______________ 
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A Glossary of Key Words 
To help develop a consistent understanding of some key words in the HSC, the following glossary provides 
the meaning of these words as they generally apply across subject areas. 
 

Word Definition Word Definition 

Account 

Account for 
 
 

Analyse 
 
 
 

Apply 
 

Appreciate 
 

Assess 

State reasons for, report on  

Give an account of: narrate a 
series of events or transactions 

Identify components and the 
relationship between them; draw 
out and relate implications 

Use, utilise, employ in a 
particular situation 

Make a judgement abut the value 
of 

Make a judgement of value, 
quality, outcomes, results or size 

Distinguish 
 
 

Evaluate 
 

Examine 

Explain 
 
 
 

Extract 
 

Extrapolate 

Identify 

Recognise or note/indicate as 
being distinct or different from; 
to note differences between 

Make a judgement based on 
criteria; determine the value of 

Inquire into 

Relate cause and effect; make the 
relationships between things 
evident; provide why and/or how 

Choose relevant and/or 
appropriate details 

Infer from what is known 

Recognise and name 

Calculate 
 
 

Clarify 

Classify 
 

Compare 
 

Construct 
 

Contrast 
 

Critically 
(analyse/evaluate) 

Ascertain/determine from given 
facts, figures or information 

Make clear or plain 

Arrange or include in 
classes/categories 

Show how things are similar or 
different 

Make; build; put together items 
or arguments 

Show how things are different or 
opposite 

Add a degree or level of 
accuracy, depth, knowledge and 
understanding, logic, questioning, 
reflection and quality to 
(analysis/evaluation) 

Interpret 

Investigate 
 

Justify 
 

Outline 
 

Predict 
 

Propose 
 
 
 

Recall 
 

Recommend 

Draw meaning from 

Plan, inquire into and draw 
conclusions about 

Support an argument or 
conclusion 

Sketch in general terms; indicate 
the main features of 

Suggest what may happen based 
on available information 

Put forward (for example a point 
of view, idea, argument, 
suggestion) for consideration or 
action 

Present remembered ideas, facts 
or experiences 

Provide reasons in favour 

Deduce 

Define 

Draw conclusions 

State meaning and identify 
essential qualities 

Recount 

Summarise 

Retell a series of events 

Express concisely the relevant 
details 

Demonstrate 

Describe 

Show by example 

Provide characteristics and 
features 

Synthesise Putting together various elements 
to make a whole 

Discuss Identify issues and provide points 
for and/or against 
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Subject: Preliminary Agriculture 
 
Brief Description: Agricultural industries make a significant contribution to Australia’s economy 
through investment, employment of skilled workers, consumption of products from other sectors of 
the economy and export. Agricultural products contribute significantly to Australia’s export 
income. The total chain, from the farm and the research laboratory to the processing plant, retail 
outlet and exporter, accounts for a major portion of the nation’s Gross Domestic Product. 
Australia’s agricultural industries must undergo significant and continuous change to maintain and 
possibly enhance this contribution to the Australian economy. The Agriculture Stage 6 Course 
provides students with opportunities to understand and appreciate these essential aspects of 
agriculture.  
Agriculture’s dynamic nature results from the increase in knowledge and the application of 
technology to the production, processing and marketing of products in complex national and 
international marketplaces. This complexity has political, social, ethical, economic and 
environmental implications for Australia. The majority of consumers are isolated from the 
production and processing of food and fibre. This course provides students with an understanding of 
the relationships between production, processing and consumption to enable them to participate in 
debate on the impact of each upon society and the environment.  
 
Course structure: 
Overview (15%)  

• Agricultural systems  

• Agricultural history  

• Social aspects surrounding agriculture  

The farm case study (25%)  
• The farm as a unit of production  

• Farm management  

• Marketing  

• Farm technology  

• The agricultural workplace  

  

Plant production (30%)  

• Plants and their commercial production  

• Animals, climate and resource interaction  

• Microbes, invertebrates and pests  

• Technology  

• Experimental design and research  

 Animal production (30%)  

• Animals and their commercial production  

• Plants, climate and resource interaction  

• Microbes, invertebrates and pests  

• Technology  

• Experimental design and research

 
Task Date Worth Outcomes 
Farm Case Study Report Term 2 20% P1.1, P1.2, P2.3, P3.1, P5.1 

Plant Production Examination Term 2 20% P2.1, P3.1, P4.1, P5.1 

Animal Production Investigation Term 3 20% P2.2, P3.1, P5.1 

Yearly Examination Term 3 40% P1.1, P1.2, P2.1, P2.2, P2.3, P3.1, P4.1, P5.1 
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Subject: Preliminary Ancient History 
 
Subject Description: 
 
The Preliminary course is structured to provide student with opportunities to investigate past 
people, groups, events, institutions, societies and historical sites from sources available, by applying 
the methods used by historians and archaeologists. 

 
Notes: 

- Examination/test items: 40%; Non-examinations test items: 60% comprising oral 
(10%), research (25%) and Source analysis (25%).  

- Dux is awarded to the top ranked student at the conclusion of the assessment 
program.  

 
Possible Assessment Tasks: Oral presentation; research task; source analysis; examination/tests.   
 
Component Weight 
 Part I – Introduction 45% 
 
 (a) Investigating the Past: History, Archaeology and Science  (15%) 
 (b) Case Study – Homer and Trojan War (30%) 
 
 Part II – Ancient Societies, Sites and Sources 30% 
 Option 12: The Celts in Europe 
       
 Part III – Historical Investigation History and Film 25% 
 
 Total 100% 
 
Topics Part I: Part II: Part III: TOTALS 
 Part I – (a): 

Archaeology and 
Science – 

Investigating the 
Past 

Part I – (b): 
Case Study – Homer & Trojan War 

Part II: 
The Celts in Europe 

Part III: 
History and Film 

 

Assessment 
Tasks 

Task 1: 
Short Answer & 

Source 
Evaluation 
15 marks 

Task 2: 
Source-based Research 

20 marks 

Task 4: 
Exam 

10 marks 

Task 4: 
Exam 

30 marks 

Task 3: 
Research & Oral 

Presentations 
25 marks 

100 marks 

Outcomes 
Assessed 

P3.1, P3.2, P3.3, 
P3.4, P3.5 

P1.1, P2.1, P3.1, P3.2, 
P3.3, P3.6, P4.1, P4.2 

P1.1, P2.1, P3.1, P3.3, P3.4, P4.1 P1.1, P3.1, P3.5, 
P3.6, P4.1, P4.2 

 

Suggested 
teaching time 

33 hours 20 hours 40 hours 27 hours  

Knowledge and 
understanding of 
course content 

5 N/A 5 25 5 40 

Source-based 
skills 

5 5 5 5 N/A 20 

Historical inquiry 
and research 

N/A 10 N/A N/A 10 20 

Communication 
of historical 
understanding in 
appropriate forms 

5 5 N/A N/A 10 20 

Marks 15 20 10 30 25 100 
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Subject: Preliminary Biology  
 

Task Name Fieldwork 
and Research 

Open ended 
Investigation 

Research 
Assignment 

Preliminary 
Examination 

Week Due T1 T2 T3 TERM 3 

Topic Focus 

 
Module: 
A Local 

Ecosystem 

 
Module: 

Patterns in 
Nature 

 
Module: 

Evolution of 
Aust. Biota 

 

 
Modules: 

All Modules 
 
 

Course Outcomes 

P2, P4, P7, 
P8, P11, P12, 
P13, P14 

P2, P5, P8, 
P10, P11, 
P12, P13, P15 

P1, P3, P5, P6, 
P7, P9, P10, 
P11, P12, P13, 
P14, P15, P16 

P1, P2, P3, P4, 
P5, P6, P7, P8, 
P9, P10, P11, 
P12, P13, P14 

Components Weight     

Knowledge and understanding of: 
• the history, nature, and practice 

of biology, applications and 
uses of biology and their 
implications for society and the 
environment, and current 
issues, research and 
developments in biology 

•  cell ultrastructure and 
processes, biological diversity, 
environmental interactions, 
mechanisms of inheritance and 
biological evolution 

40% 5% 5% 10% 20% 

Skills in planning and conducting first-
hand investigations and in 
communicating information and 
understanding based on these 
investigations 

30% 15% 10% 5%  

Skills in scientific thinking, problem-
solving, and in communicating 
understanding and conclusions 

30% 5% 10% 10% 5% 

TOTALS 100% 25% 25% 25% 25% 
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Subject: Preliminary Business Studies 
 
 
The components and weightings for the Preliminary course are set out below. 
 

 
Schedule of Tasks 
 
Task Date Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 3 
 
Syllabus Content 

 
Nature of 
business 

 
Business 
management 

 
Business 
planning 

 
All topics 

 
Task Type 

 
Media file  and 
business report 
 

 
Research and 
in-class essay 

 
Business plan 
for SME 

 
Yearly 
Examination 

 
Outcomes 
 

 
P2, P7, P9 

 
P4, P5, P8 

 
P4, P8, P9 

 
P1, P2, P3, P4, 
P5, P6, P10 

 
Assessment 
Component 

 
Task 1 

 
Task 2 

 
Task 3 

 
Task 4 

 
Weight 

 
Knowledge and 
understanding of  
course concepts 
 

 
 
5 

 
 
5 

 
 
10 

 
 
20 

 
 
40 

 
Stimulus –based 
skills 

 
 

 
5 

 
5 

 
10 

 
20 
 

 
Inquiry and 
research 

 
5 
 

 
5 

 
10 

  
20 

Communication of 
business 
information, ideas 
and issues in 
appropriate form 
 

 
 
5 
 
 

 
 
5 

 
 
5 

 
 
5 

 
 
20 

Total Task 
Weighting 

15 20 30 35 100 

 
 
Note: The Dux is the top ranked student at the conclusion of the Preliminary Course 
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Subject: Preliminary Chemistry 
 

 

Task Name Weight Research Practical 
Task 

Open-Ended 
Investigation 

Preliminary 
Examination 

Due week beginning  T1 T2 T2 Term 3 

Topic Focus 
 The 

Chemical 
Earth  

Water Energy ALL MODULES  

Course Outcomes 

 P2, P13, 
P15, 

P11.1, 
P6, P10 

P11, P12, 
P14, P15, 
P13, P2 

P1, P3, P5, 
P14, P16, P11, 
P12, P13, P15, 

P8, P2, P7 

P4, P5, P6, P7, P8 
P9, P10, P12, 

P13, P14 

Components      
Knowledge and 
understanding of: 
• the history, nature, and 

practice of chemistry, 
applications and uses of 
chemistry and their 
implications for society 
and the environment, and 
current issues, research 
and developments in 
chemistry 

• atomic structure and 
periodic table, energy, 
chemical reactions, 
carbon chemistry and 
stoichiometry 

40% 15%  5% 20% 

Skills in planning and 
conducting first-hand 
investigations and in 
communicating information 
and understanding based on 
these investigations 

30% 5% 20% 5%  

Skills in scientific thinking, 
problem-solving, and in 
communicating 
understanding and 
conclusions 

30% 5% 5% 15% 5% 

TOTALS 100% 25% 25% 25% 25% 
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Subject:  Preliminary Community and Family Studies 
 
Subject Description: Community and Family Studies is a sociology-based course, which explores 
the interactions among the individual, family, community & society. The course examines how the 
wellbeing of individuals, families and communities are affected by the broader societal influences 
including sociocultural, economic and political factors. Resource Management is investigated 
through both theoretical and practical applications. 
 
Course Components and Modes: 
   

Component Weight 
Knowledge and understanding of how the following impact on wellbeing: 

• resource management 
• positive relationships 
• range of societal factors 
• nature of groups, families and communities 

40% 

Skills in: 
• applying the management process to meet the needs of individuals, 

groups, families and communities 
• planning to take responsible action to promote wellbeing 

25% 

Knowledge and understanding about Research Methodology and skills in 
researching, critical thinking, analysing and communicating 

35% 

Total 100% 
 
Notes: 
Dux is the top ranked student, based on the assessment schedule. 
 
 
 
Outcomes Assessment 

Components 
Weight Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5 

   Resource 
Management 

Written 
Presentation 

In class essay 
on leadership 

Half Yearly 
Exam 

Oral 
Presentation 

(Support 
groups) 

Yearly 
Exam 

    Term 1 Term 2 Term 1 Term 3 Term 3 
P1.1, P1.2, 
P3.2, P4.1, 
P4.2, P5.1, 
P6.1 

Knowledge and 
Understanding  40% 10% - 10% - 20% 

P1.2, P2.1, 
P2.3, P3.2, 
P4.1, P4.2, 
P6.2 

Skills in 
Applying 
Management and 
Planning 

 25% - 5% - 20% - 

P1.1, P1.2, 
P2.2, P2.4, 
P3.1, P3.2, 
P4.1, P4.2, 
P6.1 

Knowledge and 
Understanding in 
Research 
Methods and 
Skills in Critical 
Thinking and 
Communicating 

 35% - 10% 10% 15% 5% 

 Totals 100% 10% 15% 20% 30% 25% 
        
 



 20 

Subject:  Preliminary Design and Technology 
 
Subject Description: In Year 11 Design and Technology students participate in hands-on, practical 
activities to achieve the outcomes of this course. Class activities are designed to develop knowledge 
and skills in designing and producing. The Design Projects involve students in the design, 
production and evaluation of a product, system or environment. Documentation of evidence of the 
application of the design process in a design folio is required for each project. Students will also 
learn to communicate their design ideas using a range of appropriate media. 
 
Notes: 
 

o Dux is awarded to the top ranked student at the conclusion of the assessment program. 
 
Course Components and Modes: 
 

Component 
Knowledge and Skills 
Designing and Producing 
 

 
 
Schedule of Tasks 

 
Task No. Due Date Task 

1 Week 6, Term 1 Sydney Excursion – Design 
Theory 

10% 
2 Week 4, Term 2 Project 1 – Fabrication 

Portfolio and Product 
25% 

3 Week 2, Term 3 Designer Research Task 
25% 

4 Week 6, Term 3 Project 2 – Choice from one of 
six Design Briefs 

25% 
5 Exam Week, Term 3 Yearly Exam 

15% 
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Subject: Preliminary Advanced English 

Schedule of Tasks 
 
Course Components and Modes: 
Common Content 40% - Area of Study 
Electives 60% - Two modules 
 
Assessment Modes Weight 
Listening 15% 
Speaking 15% 
Reading 25% 
Writing 30% 
Viewing/Representing 15% 
 
 

 
Assessment 

Point 
 

 
Term 

 
Approximate date 

 
Mode 

 
Description 

 

 
Weighting 

 
 

1 
 

 
 

1 

 
Week 7 

 
Listening 

 
 

Area of Study 
Images and Voices from Australia – 
Analytical response to film Australia 

 
 

15% 

 
 
 

2A 
 
 
 
 

2B 
 
 

 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 

Week 1/2 
 

 
 
 
 

Reading 
 
 

Viewing 
 
 

Area of Study  
Images and Voices from Australia 

 
Reflection on Tim Winton’s ‘The 
Turning’ with a reading stimulus 

 
Imaginative response linked to AoS 

 
 
 

10% 
 
 

15% 

 
3 
 

 
2 

 
Week 8 

 
Speaking 

 
 
 

Comparison of Ted Hughes and Sylvia 
Plath’s poetry 

 
15% 

 
4 
 

 
3 

 
Week 6 

 
Viewing 

 
 
 

Filmed performance of key scene from 
Othello and actors' notes on 

performance 

 
15% 

 
5A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5B 
 

 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

 
 
 

Yearly examination 

 
 
 

Reading 
(15%) 

& 
 

Writing 
(15%) 

 

Yearly Examination 
 

Section 1 
Essay exploring Hughes and Plath’s 

poetry 
Section 2 

Essay exploring 'Othello' 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

30% 
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Subject: Preliminary English Extension 
 
Schedule of Tasks 
 
Assessment 

Point 
Term Approximate 

Dates 
Mode Description of 

task 
Weighting 

1 1  Reading  In class essay 
 

(Appropriation) 

30% 

2 
 
 

2 
 
 

 Research 
 
 

Independent 
research 

project or 
creative piece 

 

40% 
 
 

3 3  Writing (End 
of year 

examination) 

Post-
colonialism 

 
Creative 
writing 

 
Essay 

 
 
 

15% 
 
 

15% 
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Subject: Preliminary Standard English 
 
Subject Description:  This course develops and accesses students across the full range of responses 
to texts.  Students analyse and evaluate texts and the ways they are valued in their contexts. The 
literature course includes the study of three modules. 

 
Notes: 

! Dux is awarded to the top ranked student at the conclusion of the assessment 
program. 

 
 
Schedule of Tasks 
 
Assessment 

Point Term Approximate 
Date 

 Type of task Value 

1 1 Week 7 Listening 

Area of Study 
Images and Voices from 

Australia – 
Analytical response to film 

Australia 

15% 

 
 

2A 
 
 

2B 

 
 

2 

 
 

Week 1/2 
 

 
 

Reading 
 
 

Writing 

Area of Study  
Images and Voices from 

Australia 
 

Reflection on Tim Winton’s 
‘The Turning’ with a reading 

stimulus 
 

Imaginative response linked to 
AoS 

 
 

10% 
 
 

15% 

3 2 Week 8 Speaking Poetry 15% 

4 3 Week 6 Viewing 
Filmed performance of a key 

scene from Cosi and reflection 
on performance 

15% 

5 3 Yearly 
Examination 

 Yearly Examination 
 

Section 1 
Essay - poetry  

 
Section 2 

Essay - Cosi 

30% 

    TOTAL 100 
 
Course Components and Modes: 
Common Content 40% - Area of Study 
Electives 60% - Two modules 
 
Assessment Modes Weight 
Listening 15% 
Speaking 15% 
Reading 25% 
Writing 30% 
Viewing/Representing 15% 
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Subject: Preliminary Geography 
 
Subject Description: Students must study three depth studies supported by case studies and a range 
of geographical skills, including research, fieldwork, mapping and statistical interpretation. The 
depth studies are Biophysical Interactions and Global Challenges and the third study is the Senior 
Geography Project, a practical research and fieldwork task.  
 
Notes:  Dux is awarded to the top ranked student at the conclusion of the assessment program. 
 
 
Possible assessment tasks:  Independent research and fieldwork project, multiple choice skills test, 
short answer responses, video report, written reports, discussions, extended responses, stimulus-
based responses, data analysis, field observations, pre-and post- fieldwork activities, oral 
presentations. 
 
 
Course components and modes: 
 
Component          Weight 
Knowledge and understanding of course content       40% 
Geographical tools and skills        20% 
Geographical inquiry and research, including fieldwork     20% 
Communication of geographical information, ideas and issues in appropriate forms  20% 
   Total                   100% 
 
Schedule of tasks 
 
Components Weightings Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
  Term 1, 

Wk 6 
Term 2, 
Wk 8 

Term 3, 
Wk 6 

Term 4 

  Research 
Essay 

Data 
analysis + 
skills 

SGP Yearly 
Examination 

 
 P2, P3, P8, 

P12 
P1, P4, P9, 
P10, P12 

P7, P8, 
P9, P10, 
P11, P12 

P2, P3, P4, 
P5, P6, P10 

Knowledge and 
understanding  40   10 5 25 

Geographical 
tools and skills 20  10 5 5 

Geographical 
inquiry and 
research, 
including 
fieldwork 

20 10  10   

Communication 
of geographical 
information, 
ideas and issues 

20 10  10   

 100 20 20 30 30 
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Subject: Preliminary Legal Studies  
 
 

 
Task 1 

 
Task 2 

 
Task 3 

 
Task 4 

 
Research Assignment 
 
(Sources of 
contemporary 
Australian law) 
 
 

 
Half-yearly 
Examination 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Research 
Assignment 
 
(Contemporary 
issue: the 
individual and 
technology) 
 
 

 
Yearly 
Examination 
 
 

 
 

 
Term 1 
 

 
Term 2 

 
Term 3 

 
Term 3 

 
Outcomes 

 
P1, P2, P3, P4, P5, P6, 
P7 

 
Selected outcomes 
from P1 – P10 

 
P1, P3, P5, P6, P7 
 

 
Selected outcomes 
from 
P1-P10 
 

 
 

 
Knowledge and 
understanding 
 

 
 
10% 
 

 
 
15% 

 
 
10% 

 
 
25% 

 
 
60 % 

 
Research 
 
 

 
10% 

  
10% 

 
 

 
20% 
 

 
Communication 
 

 
5% 

 
5% 

 
5% 

 
5% 

 
20% 

 
Total task 
value  

 
25% 

 
20% 

 
25% 

 
30% 
 

 
100% 

 
The Dux is based on the cumulative assessment for the course. 
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Subject:  Preliminary General Mathematics 
 
Subject Description: The Preliminary Mathematics General course, the HSC Mathematics General 
2 course and the HSC Mathematics General 1 course are highly contextualised. The Preliminary 
Mathematics General course contains the five Strands as well as two Focus Studies: Mathematics 
and Communication, and Mathematics and Driving. It is structured to provide appropriate pathways 
to both the HSC Mathematics General 2 course and the HSC Mathematics General 1 course. 
 
HSC Course: Up to 30% of the internal assessment in General Mathematics Stage 6 may be based 
on the Preliminary Course. 
 
Possible Assessment Tasks: Examination-style questions, oral and written reports, samples of 
students’ work, practical investigations or projects, students’ written explanations of problem 
solutions, practical tasks such as measurement activities. 
 
Course Components: 
 

Assessment Components Weighting 
 

• Knowledge and Skills 50% 
 

• Applications 50% 
 

 
Schedule of Tasks 
 

Outcomes Components Weightings Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 
Term 3, 

Examination 
Period 

  

Class test Project and 
in-class test 

Practical task 
or in-class 

test 

Preliminary 
Examination 

P2, P6, P7, 
P11 10%       

P2, P4, P8, 
P11   10%   20% 

P2-P11 

Knowledge and 
Skills 

 
 

50% 
  
      10%   

              
P2, P6, P7, 

P11 5%       

P2, P4, P8, 
P11   10%   20% 

P2-P11 

Applications 

 
 

50% 
  
      15%   

              
Marks   100% 15% 20% 25% 40% 
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Subject:  Preliminary Mathematics 
 
Subject Description: This is a calculus-based course, which has general educational merit and is 
also useful for concurrent studies in science and commerce.  Students study co-ordinate methods in 
geometry, applications of geometrical properties, geometrical applications of differentiation, 
integration, trigonometric functions, logarithmic and exponential functions, applications of calculus 
to the physical world, probability, series and their applications. 
 
Assessments requirements: Mathematics  - a single mark out of 100 
 
Course Components and Modes: 
 
Component Weighting 

 
Component A 

This component is primarily concerned with the student’s knowledge, 
understanding and skills developed in each Content Area listed in the 
syllabus.  In measuring attainment of the Component, assessment of the 
student’s ability to recognize which skills are appropriate to the solution 
of standard problems should be included. 

 
 

50% 

Component B 
This component is primarily concerned with the student’s reasoning, 
interpretative, explanatory and communicative abilities.  To measure 
attainment will involve assessing the student’s ability to: 

• Understand information given verbally or in written, 
diagrammatic or graphical form, and express information given in 
one form in other ways; 

• Analyse and solve unfamiliar problems, construct logically sound 
solutions and recognize limitations to the validity of solutions; 

• Explain knowledge, methods or aspects of a solution using 
written and/or spoken language and diagrams; 

• Compare various methods of solution in terms of efficiency and 
breadth of application. 

 
 
 
 

50% 

 
Schedule of Tasks 
 

Task 
number Date Outcomes Description Components Weight 

  Term       A B   

1 1   P3, P4 Equations, Inequalities, The 
Quadratic Function 5% 5% 10% 

2 2   P2, P5 Real Functions 10% 10% 20% 

3 3  P2-P4, P6-P8 Trigonometry 15% 15% 30% 

4 3 
Examination 

period 
 

P2-P8 Preliminary Examination 20% 20% 40% 

     80% 20% 100% 
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Subject:  Preliminary Mathematics – Extension 1  
 
Subject Description: This course has general merit and is also useful for concurrent studies of 
science, industrial arts and commerce.  Students study techniques of integration, further application 
of calculus to the physical world, inverse functions and inverse trigonometric functions, binomial 
theorem, further probability, iterative methods and harder Mathematics. 
 
Notes: The assessment tasks in this course can be based on the entire two year program. 
 
Assessment  requirements: Mathematics  - a single mark out of 100 

Mathematics Extension 1 Component – a single mark out of 50 
 

Course Components and Modes: 
 
 

 Weight  
Component Mathematics Extension 1 

 
A 80% 35% 

 
B 20% 15% 

 
Total 100% 50% 

 
Schedule of Tasks 
 
 

Task number Date Outcomes Description Components Weight 
  Term       A B   

1 1  PE2, PE3, PE6 Circle Geometry  15% 15% 30% 

2 2  PE2, PE5 
Permutations, 
Continuations, 
Polynomials 

15% 15% 30% 

3 3 Examination 
period P2-P4, P6-P8 Preliminary 

Examination 20% 20% 40% 

     50% 50% 100% 

 



 29 

Subject: Preliminary Modern History 
 
Subject Description: 
 
Students use a range of sources to investigate the Modern World at the Beginning of the 20th Century. They 
also undertake three cases studies that will develop their ability and knowledge of historical concepts and 
skills as well as an individual research project.  

 
Notes: 

- Examination/test items: 40%; Non-examinations test items: 60% comprising oral (10%), 
research (25%) and Source analysis (25%).  

- Dux is awarded to the top ranked student at the conclusion of the assessment program.  
 
Possible Assessment Tasks: Oral presentation; research task; source analysis; examination/tests.   
 
Component        Weight 
 Part I 
 Case Studies:        50% 
  - Yankees & Confederates in the American states in 
  the Mid 19th Century     10% 

- The Decline and Fall of the Romanov Dynasty   20% 
- Decolonisation in Indochina 1945 – 1954   20% 

 
 Part II 
 Historical Investigation       20% 
 
 Part III 
 Core Study:          30% 
  - The World at the Beginning of the 20th Century 
 Total        100% 
 
Schedule of Tasks 
 

Outcomes Component Weighting Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 
   Class exam Research/Oral Research/Source 

Analysis 
Yearly 

Examination 
P1.1, P1.2, P2.1, 
P3.1, P3.2, P3.3, 
P3.4, P3.5, P4.1, 
P4.2 

 

 Case Studies 
Romanov 

Yankees & 
Confederates 

25% 

20% 
(15% 

Exam)  
 

  5% 

  Individual 
Research 
Project 

20%  
20% 

(10% R,  
10% Oral)  

   

P1.1, P1.2, P2.1, 
P3.1, P3.2, P3.3, 
P3.4, P3.5, P4.1, 
P4.2 

 

 Case Study 
Conflict in 
Indochina 

25%    15% 
(10% R) 10% 

P1.1, P1.2, P2.1, 
P3.1, P3.2, P3.3, 
P3.4, P3.5, P4.1, 
P4.2 

 

Core Study 30%   20% 
(S/A) 10% 

Totals   100% 20% 20% 35% 25% 
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Subject:  Preliminary Music 1 
 
 Component Weighting 

(syllabus) 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5 

   Term 1  
 Week 7 

Term 2  
 Week 5 

Term 2  
 Week 8 

Term 3  
 Week 5-6 

Term 3  
Exam Period 

P1, P5, P7, 
P9 
(P10, P11, 
P12) 

Performance 25% 10%  
Solo 
Performance 
Assessment 

   15%  
Solo 
Performance 
Assessment 

P3, P5, P7, 
P8 
 

Composition 25% 10% 
Composition/ 
Process Diary  

  15% 
Composition
/Process 
Diary 

 

P2, P4, P6, Musicology 25%   15% 
Presentation - 
the work of a 
composer 

10%  
Analysis, 
written 

presentation 
and viva 

voce 

 

P2, P4, P6 Aural 25%  10% 
Written test   

 

  15% 
Yearly 
Examination 

 Marks 100% 20 10 15 25 30 
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Subject:  Preliminary Music 2 
 
 Component Weighting 

(syllabus) 
Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5 

   Term 1  
 Week 7 

Term 2  
Week 5  

Term 2  
Week 8  

Term 3  
Week 5-6  

Term 3  
Exam Period 

P1, P5, P7, 
P9 
(P10, P11, 
P12) 

Performance 25% 10%  
Solo 
Performance 
Assessment 

   15%  
Solo 
Performance 
Assessment 

P3, P5, P7, 
P8 
 

Composition 25% 10% 
Composition/ 
Process Diary  

  15% 
Composition
/Process 
Diary 

 

P2, P4, P6, Musicology 25%   15% 
Presentation - 
the work of a 
composer 

10%  
Analysis, 
written 

presentation 
and viva 

voce 

 

P2, P4, P6 Aural 25%  10% 
Written test   

 

  15% 
Yearly 
Examination 

 Marks 100% 20 10 15 25 30 
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Subject: Preliminary Personal Development, Health and Physical Education 
 
Subject Description: 
Student study the two core topics of Better Health for Individuals and The Body in Motion. These are 
supported by the options of Composition and Performance, and Fitness Choices. 
A student develops: 

• Values and attitudes that promote healthy active lifestyles and communities,  
• Knowledge and understanding of the factors that affect health,  
• A capacity to exercise influence over personal and community health outcomes,  
• Knowledge and understanding about the way the body moves,  
• An ability to take action to improve participation, and  
• Performance in physical activity and an ability to apply the skills of critical thinking, research and 

analysis 

Notes: 
Dux is awarded to the top ranked student from NEGS, at the conclusion of the assessment program. 
 
Possible assessment tasks: 
Laboratory reports, debates, oral presentations with ICT components, research reports, Examinations, Station 
Examinations and Practical performances to demonstrate theoretical understandings.  
 
Course Components: 
 

Core Strands (60% total) Options (40% total) 
Better Health for Individuals (30%) 
The Body in Motion (30% 

Outdoor Recreation (20%) 
Fitness Choices (20%) 

 
Schedule of Tasks 

 
 Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5 

Assessment type Research task Topic test Journal and 
report 

Skills Task  Yr 11 Prelim 
exam 

Date of assessment T1 T2 T3 T3 T3 
Topic Focus Better Health  

for individuals 
The Body in  
Motion 

Fitness Choices Outdoor Recreation Better health for 
Individuals, The  
body in motion, 
Fitness Choices, 
Composition and 
Performance 

Syllabus component Core 1 Core 2 Option: 3 Option: 4 Core 1 
Core 2 
Option 3 
Option 4 

Outcomes assessed P1-P6, P15, P16 P7-P11, P16, P17 P5, P6, P10,  
P15-P17 

P14, P16, P17 P1-H5, P7-H17 

Weighting 20% 20% 15% 15% 30% 
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Subject: Preliminary Senior Science 
 

Task Name Fieldwork 
and Research 

Open ended 
Investigation 

Research 
Assignment 

Preliminary 
Examination 

Week Due T1 T2 T3 TERM 3 

Topic Focus 

 
Module: 

Local 
Environment 

 
Module: 
Water for 

Living 

 
Module: 

Humans at 
Work 

 

 
Modules: 

All Modules 
 
 

Course Outcomes 

P2, P4, P7, 
P11, P12, 
P13, P14, P16 

P4, P6, P7, 
P11, P12, 
P13, P14, 
P15, P16 

P1, P3, P4, P5, 
P13, P14 

P1, P2, P3, P4, 
P5, P6, P7, P8, 
P9, P10, P11, 
P12, P13, P14 

Components Weight     

Knowledge and understanding of: 
• the history, nature, and practice 

of biology, applications and 
uses of biology and their 
implications for society and the 
environment, and current 
issues, research and 
developments in biology 

•  cell ultrastructure and 
processes, biological diversity, 
environmental interactions, 
mechanisms of inheritance and 
biological evolution 

40% 5% 5% 10% 20% 

Skills in planning and conducting first-
hand investigations and in 
communicating information and 
understanding based on these 
investigations 

30% 15% 10% 5%  

Skills in scientific thinking, problem-
solving, and in communicating 
understanding and conclusions 

30% 5% 10% 10% 5% 

TOTALS 100% 25% 25% 25% 25% 
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Subject: Preliminary Textiles and Design 
 
Subject Description: Textiles and Design provides a curriculum structure that reflects the important 
role that textiles play in society. The course investigates the science and technology of textiles 
through a study of properties and performance, allowing students to make informed consumer 
choices. The concept of design elements and principles are examined within the specialised field of 
textiles. Through the area of study relating to the Australian Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied 
Industries, the course offers students the opportunity to explore advances in technology, current 
issues facing the industry and employment opportunities. Technological and practical skills are 
developed and enhanced through the use of textile-related technologies. 
 
Notes: Dux is awarded to the top ranked student, at the conclusion of the assessment program. 
 
Course Components and Modes: 
 
 Areas of Study         

• Design              
• Properties and Performance of Textiles        
• Australian, Textile, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries    

 
   

Schedule of Tasks 
 

Task no. Due Date Task 
1 Week 10, Term 1 Design Analysis Task 

10% 
2 TBC, Term 2 Half yearly examination 

Non-assessable 
3 Week 5, Term 2 Project 1 – TAWFA 

20% 
4 Week 3, Term 3 Fibre and/or Fabric Analysis and Investigation Task 

15% 
5 Week 7, Term 3 Project 2 – 

Influence from a designer 
25% 

6 Week 8/9, Term 3 Examination 
30% 
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Subject: Preliminary Visual Arts 
 
Subject Description: Students studying Visual Arts will develop knowledge, skills and understanding of ways they 
may represent their interpretations of the world through as an informed point of view. Students are required to make 
artworks in at least two artforms and use the Visual Art Process Diary to document the creative process. A broad 
investigation of ideas in Art Criticism and Art Historical Studies is introduced through the analysis of a variety of 
traditional and contemporary artworks.   
 
Course Content:  

Artmaking assessment will include ongoing evaluations of a student’s ability to: 
• represent their understanding of artmaking as a practice involving the selection of a particular procedures and 

critical judgements 
• Apply the conceptual framework to the development of their artwork(s) through artist, artwork, world, audience  
• Use one or more of the frames to represent points of view in their interpretations 
• Develop meaning and focus in the representation of ideas reflected in the development of artwork(s) 
• Develop meaning and focus on the representations of ideas reflected in artworks evident in the support work in 

Visual Arts Process Diary, works under development, and student explanations 
 

Art Criticism and History assessment will include ongoing evaluations of a student’s ability to: 
• Investigate art criticism and art history as practices involving procedures and judgements 
• Utilise the Conceptual Framework involving artist, artwork, audience and world in selected cases through 

discussions and art critical and art historical writing 
• Use the Frames (Structural, Subjective, Cultural, Postmodern) to inform their interpretation and points of view 
• Explore ways in which significant art histories, critical narratives and other documentary accounts of the visual 

arts can construct meaning in selected examples 
• Interpret critical and historical accounts evident in case studies, research tasks, reviews, reports, assignments and 

examinations 
 

Course Component and Modes: 

 
Component Weighting 
Artmaking 50% 
Art Criticism & Art History 50% 
Total: 100% 
 
Schedule of Tasks: 

Component Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5 Weight 
 HISTORICAL

/CRITICAL  
Art criticism 
and art history 
ART 
EXCURSION 
 
ESSAY 
or  
CASE STUDY 

ARTMAKING 
Development of 
artwork(s) in 
response to 
themed topic - 
including 
VAPD & 
documentation 
of process 

Half-yearly 
exam 

ARTMAKING 
Development of 
artwork(s) in 
response to 
themed topic - 
including 
VAPD & 
documentation 
of process 

HISTORICAL
/CRITICAL 
PRELIM 
EXAM 
• Section I 
• Section II 

 

 Term 1, Wk 5 Term 2, Wk 4 End Term 1 Term 3, Wk7  Term 3  
 P7, P8, P9 P1, P2, P3, P4 P7, P8, P9 P1, P2, P3, P4, 

P5, P6 
P7, P8, P9, P10  

Artmaking  25  25  50 
Art Criticism 
& Art 
History 

15  15  20 50 

Marks /25 /50 /25 /50 /50  
Weight 15% 25% 15% 25% 20% 100% 
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT CALENDAR 
 

2016 
 

 
Term 1, 2016 

 
  Term 3, 2016   

      
Week Date Lines Week Date Lines 

1 January 25 Assessment Free  1 July 18   
2 February 1 Assessment Free 2 July 25 D&T/PDHPE  
3 February 8 Assessment Free 3 August 1 Text/Engl/GMaths    
4 February 15  4 August 8   
5 February 22  VA 5 August 15 Music/CFS/Ag/

MH  
6 February 29   D&T/Geog/ 

GMaths 
6 August 22  D&T/2UMaths/ 

PDHPE/Eng/Geog 
7 March 7 Music/ExtMat/ 

Chem/Eng   
7 August 29 VA/Text/Chem 

8 March 14 AH   8 September 5 Bio/SS/PDHPE/ 
MH 

9 March 21 2UMaths/PDHPE/
CFS   

9 September 12 Prelim Exams 

10 
 

11 

March 28 
 
April 4 

Text/MH/ 
/PDHPE/Bio/SS   

 
  

10 September 19 Prelim Exams 
 
  

      
Term 2, 2016 

 
     

      
Week Date Lines    

1 April 25 VA/Eng/ExtEng/
Ag   

   

2 May 2       
3 May 9  SS    
4 May 16 VA/D&T/Chem/

Bio/GMaths 
   

5 May 23 Music/Text/AH/
CFS/MH      

   

6 May 30  ExtMat/ PDHPE    
7 June 6  2UMaths/Ag    
8 June 13 Music/ExtEng/ 

Geog/SS/AH 
   

9 June 20    
      

 
 
Teachers will nominate the specific date for Assessment Tasks described in this booklet in 
accordance with the pattern above. Any changes to the schedule will require the teacher to provide a 
revised assessment schedule/or notification to students with at least two weeks notice. 
 
 


