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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

 
 
Dear Students and Parents, 
At New England Girls’ School we offer a broad range of subject options for senior studies. This 
booklet contains important information regarding all those options and I suggest that you keep it for 
ready reference as you discuss subject selections for 2016. 
 
What should guide your decisions? 
 
Motivation is always one important determinant of achievement. Generally, we find that students 
do best when they choose curriculum areas which they enjoy and in which they have already 
experienced some success. Students, your academic reports have provided useful feedback on your 
learning so far, and you may have developed some strong preferences. This helps you to understand 
your abilities. 
 
It is also helpful to consider future career paths. We have provided some information which you can 
use to match your abilities and interests with a range of existing careers. Parents should be aware, 
however, that only a minority of students at this age will have made firm decisions about what they 
eventually want to do, and that it is likely that new careers will open up well before your daughters 
have completed their tertiary studies. Accordingly, it is critical that the subject pattern chosen 
should address a range of future career options. This assists in understanding your interests. 
 
A word of caution! Students do not anticipate that your favourite teacher will take a particular 
subject. Our timetable is never firmed up until late in the year. Also, be aware that classes without 
sufficient numbers or resources may not run. 
 
Remember that you will continue to learn and that the following two years will present you with 
opportunities to broaden your understanding and skills. Examine your options carefully, seek advice 
and when you have decided wisely, commit yourselves to really doing your best. Start the way you 
intend to proceed; thoughtfully, realistically and with enthusiasm.  
 
Mrs Hiscox, Director of Studies, Mrs Evans, Deputy Principal and your Year Advisor, are available 
to help you further with your decision-making. I encourage you to talk with them as you work 
through the available options. 
 
Clive Logan 
Principal 
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THE HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE 
  

General Information 
  
The pattern of study that you select for the Higher School Certificate should depend on your 
interests and abilities. Your choice should be realistic, and based on the information and advice of 
teachers, parents and counsellors specialising in this field. 
  
The decisions you make will be your responsibility in the long run. 
  
Therefore, you are encouraged to CHECK ALL ADVICE YOU ARE GIVEN. 
  
This Senior Studies Handbook presents a synopsis of all the courses we hope to offer at this school. 
However, there can be no guarantee that all of these courses will actually operate. Less popular 
subjects are obviously likely to be excluded. 
  
Whilst opportunities for changing subject choices in Year 11 do exist, it is important to realise that 
it is the initial choice of subjects by students which determines whether some subjects will operate 
at all, whether a subject may be offered on more than one line, and the line placement of subject 
combinations. Therefore, ill-considered subject choices result in an overall subject selection pattern 
for candidates which may jeopardise opportunities for changing into another course during Year 11. 
  
In establishing the subject selection lines for Year 11, every effort is made to satisfy the majority of 
subject preferences for all candidates, but the school cannot provide any guarantee that this will be 
achieved. Unusual subject combinations will obviously exclude some students from a course they 
may wish to study. 
  
Where subjects attract small numbers there may be the opportunity for students to join a class at 
TAS in the combined schools program. Subjects on these lines may also be in areas where specialist 
staff are not available at the home school. Other opportunities also exist to select subjects through 
TAFE or Distance Education. These courses incur additional fees. 
  
Please examine the information which follows very carefully. 
 

WHAT TYPES OF COURSES CAN I SELECT? 
There are different types of courses that you can select in Years 11 and 12. 
 
Board Developed Courses 
These courses are developed by BOSTES. There is a syllabus for each course which contains: 
- the course objectives, structure, content and outcomes 
- specific course requirements 
- assessment requirements 
- sample examination papers and marking guidelines 
- the performance scale (except for Vocational Education and Training Courses) 
BOSTES writes and approves a syllabus. All students entered for the HSC who are studying these 
courses follow these syllabuses. These courses are examined externally at the end of the HSC 
course and can count towards the calculation of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). 
All Board Developed Course syllabuses are able to be viewed on the BOSTES website: 
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/. 
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Board Endorsed Courses 
There are two main types of Board Endorsed Courses - Content Endorsed Courses and School 
Designed Courses. NEGS does not currently offer any of these courses. Refer to the BOSTES 
website for further information. 
  

TIME ALLOCATION 

In Years 11 and 12, 2 Unit courses are each 120 hours. Extension courses require a further 60 hours 
each.  
 

WHAT ARE UNITS? 
All courses offered for the Higher School Certificate have a unit value. Subjects may have a value 
of 1 unit or 2 units. Most courses are 2 units. 
Each unit involves class time of approximately 2 hours per week (60 hours per year). In the HSC 
each unit has a value of 50 marks. Hence a 2 unit course has a value of 100 marks. 
2 units = 3 hours per week (120 hours per year) = 100 marks 
The following is a guideline to help you understand the pattern of courses. 
  
2 UNIT COURSE 
This is the basic structure for all courses. It has a value of 100 marks. 
 
EXTENSION COURSE 
Extension study is available in a number of subjects. Extension courses build on the content of the 2 
unit course and carry an additional value of 1 unit. These courses require students to work beyond 
the standard of the 2 unit course. Extension courses are available in English, Mathematics, History, 
Music, some Languages and VET.  
English and Mathematics Extension Courses are available at Preliminary and HSC levels. Students 
must study the Preliminary extension course in these subjects before proceeding to the two HSC 
extension courses (Extension 1 and Extension 2). The Extension 2 course requires students to work 
beyond the standard of the Extension 1 course. 
HSC extension courses in subjects other than English and Mathematics are offered and examined in 
Year 12 only. 
 
1 UNIT COURSE 
1 unit equals approximately 1.5 hours of class time each week or 60 hours per year. 
There are a number of 1 unit Board Endorsed Courses. These courses do not count in the ATAR. 
NEGS does not offer any 1unit courses other than extension courses. 
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HSC SUBJECTS OFFERED TO YEAR 11, 2016 
 

Category 
For calculation 

of ATAR 

Subjects 
 
(All Board Developed Courses) 

Year 12  
Additional 

Options 
A 

A 

A 

 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

B 

2U Standard English 

2U Advanced English 

1U Extension English 

 

2U Agriculture 

2U Ancient History 

2U Biology 

2U Business Studies 

2U Chemistry 

2U Community and Family Studies 

2U Design and Technology 

2U Drama 

2U Economics 

2U French (Continuers) 

2U Geography 

2U Legal Studies 

2U Mathematics – General  

2U Mathematics 

1U Mathematics (Extension 1) 

2U Modern History 

2U Music 1 & 2 

2U Senior Science 

2U Personal Development, Health and Physical Education 

2U Physics 

2U Textiles and Design 

2U Visual Arts 

2U VET Primary Industries1 

 

 

Extension I & II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extension I & II 

Extension I 

Extension I 

 

  
  

 
Please note: No more than two units of category B courses can be included in ATAR calculation. 

1 Additional fee required. 
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SENIOR STUDIES & THE HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE 
Students may find the transition from their studies in Year 10, to the courses they have selected in 
Year 11, a difficult one. Senior study places more emphasis on the responsibility of the student to 
take charge of their own learning. The onus for academic achievement rests with the student. There 
is also a shift towards the processing and synthesis of data, rather than just rote learning. 
  
Therefore, Year 11 should be a year of evaluating one’s management of the academic demands of 
senior work. You will ultimately make decisions about your performance in subjects prior to 
modifying your pattern of study for Year 12 if you feel this is necessary. 
  
To be awarded the Higher School Certificate a student must: 
  

1. Satisfactorily complete a minimum of 12 Units in Year 11 (Preliminary Course) and 10 Units 
in Year 12 (HSC Course); 
 
2. Apply themselves with diligence and sustained effort to the set tasks and experiences 
provided within a course of study; 
 
3. Progress towards the achievement of Course Outcomes; 
 
4. Complete more than 50% of the Assessment Tasks for each course; 
 
5. Follow the pattern of study guidelines determined by the NSW Board of Studies. 

  
(Students who do not comply with the guidelines for the pattern of study may receive a Result 
Notice instead of the Higher School Certificate. Such students will not be eligible for an Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank). 
  

PATHWAYS 
The opportunity exists to accumulate your Higher School Certificate over a period of up to five 
years, with the additional advantage that you can repeat subjects with the aim of improving your 
final result. 
Whilst the majority of students at NEGS will continue to complete their HSC in two calendar years, 
the options available to students are outlined below for those who may choose to take advantage of 
the Pathways for attaining a Higher School Certificate. 
1. Courses will be structured into Preliminary and HSC components. 
2. The HSC examination and Assessment program is based on the HSC course component. 
3. Students must still meet the Board of Studies requirements for both the Preliminary and HSC 
courses 
  2 Units of English 
 12 Units in the Preliminary Year 
 10 Units in the HSC Year 
 10 Units of Board Developed Courses for an ATAR 
4. Students may accumulate the HSC over five examination years (not including Preliminary 
Course). 
5. Students can repeat individual courses, but where a student repeats units of work only the last 
attempt will be used in calculating the ATAR. 
6. Provision exists for credit transfer of subjects between TAFE and HSC courses. 
7. Provision exists for acceleration. 



 

 9 

8. Records of Achievement will be awarded at the end of Year 11 and Year 12. 
Below is one example of the numerous Pathways a student may adopt to achieve a Higher School 
Certificate. 
PRELIMINARY YEAR                    HSC YEAR 1  HSC YEAR 2 
(May be completed over more  
than one year) 
2 Units Standard English   2 Units Standard English  2 Units Standard English* 
2 Units Maths  2 Units Maths *  2 Units Geography * 
2 Units Biology  2 Units Biology *  1 Unit Extension Music* 
2 Units Visual Arts  2 Units Music 2 * 
2 Units Music 1 
2 Units Geography  
 
*These results would be used to calculate the ATAR. 
  
For information on HSC courses which provide advanced standing for TAFE courses, please refer 
to the BOSTES website www.bos.nsw.edu.au 
 

SUBJECT CHANGES 
All changes to subjects at NEGS, including the election of Extension subjects in Year 12, must be 
submitted to the Director of Studies, using the appropriate “Variation to Subjects” form, for 
approval. 
Some restrictions obviously apply to the alteration of a student’s pattern of study and BOSTES 
provides the following guidelines: 

1. Principals may approve a change of subject for Preliminary Courses up to the end of Term 
1, Year 11, provided the Principal is satisfied that students can satisfactorily complete the 
new course before commencing study of the HSC Course. 

No changes of subjects in the HSC Courses will be permitted 
2. A change of course within a subject can happen where the Principal is satisfied that the 

overlap in content and teaching methodology within their school allows a smooth transition. 
The Principal must be satisfied that students can meet assessment requirements and course 
outcomes in the time remaining to study the course. Generally such changes would occur 
only in the first semester of the Preliminary Year.  

3. The Principal can approve an increase in the unit value in subjects offering an extension 
component during Term 4 of the Preliminary Year. Likewise, a reduction in unit value for 
students undertaking extension courses can be approved up until the submission of final 
assessments to the Board of Studies in the HSC Year, provided that the student has a 
minimum of 10 units. 

  
ASSESSMENT 

BOSTES has determined that, for the Higher School Certificate: 
“Schools are required to provide an assessment mark of student achievement for 
each Board Developed Course presented by a candidate seeking the award of an 
HSC.” 
“This assessment and the external examination mark will be reported separately on 
the Higher School Certificate.” 

School-based Assessment Tasks will contribute 50% of the HSC mark. The school assessment mark 
will be based on a student’s performance in the Assessment Tasks undertaken during the course. 
The other 50% will come from the HSC Examination. 
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The assessment of Board Developed Courses is intended to provide an indication of a student’s 
attainment of a wider range of syllabus objectives than is measured by the HSC examination alone, 
though it must cover all the objectives measured by the examination. The assessment allows due 
weight to be given during a course to student achievement which, although evident to the class 
teacher, may not be adequately assessed in an external examination alone. 
  
At New England Girls’ School, a comprehensive guide to Assessment Procedures, including the 
number of tasks per subject, the components to be assessed within each subject, the relative 
weighting of tasks, the approximate date for tasks to be completed, the criteria for appeals, penalties 
for malpractice, is given to each student at the beginning of the Preliminary Course and at the 
beginning of the HSC Course. 
 
The determination of the various tasks, such as tests, assignments, projects on which the 
assessments are based, and the marks to be allocated to each task, is the responsibility of the school. 

- Official Assessment for the Higher School Certificate begins with the commencement of 
Year 12 work at New England Girls’ School, i.e. Term 4 of the Year 11 calendar year. 

- Students MUST undertake tasks which contribute in excess of 50 percent of available marks. 
- Students are entitled to feedback on an Assessment Task in terms of an individual mark; a 

ranking within the group; or a verbal or written comment. Additional feedback will be 
provided via marking scales and teacher comments. 

- No student will be told their final Assessment Mark in any subject. 
It must be realised that overlap of assessment tasks will be unavoidable where long-term “hand-in” 
tasks and Extension Course tasks coincide with in-class tests. To some extent problems of 
assessment overload can be avoided with careful planning ahead by the student and the cumulative 
preparation of assignment/research tasks rather than “last minute - late night” efforts. 
The HSC mark for 2 Unit courses will be reported on a scale of 0 to l00. A mark of 50 will 
represent the minimum standard expected. If students achieve the minimum standard expected in a 
course they will receive a mark of 50. There will be five Performance Bands above 50 that 
correspond to different levels of achievement in knowledge, skills and understanding. The Band 
from 90 - 100 will correspond to the highest level of achievement. 
  

HSC REPORTS 
On satisfactory completion of the HSC students will receive a portfolio containing: 

- The HSC Testamur 
The official certificate confirming a student’s achievement of all requirements for the award. 
- The Record of Achievement  
This document lists the courses studied and reports the marks and bands achieved. 
- Course Reports 
For every HSC Board Developed Course a Course Report showing marks, the Performance 
Scale and the band descriptions for that course will be supplied. A graph showing the 
statewide distribution of marks in the course is also shown. 

 
ROSA 

The Record of School Achievement (RoSA) is a cumulative record for all students in Years 10, 11 
and 12  
• A RoSA is provided on request for any eligible student who has left school from end of Year 10 

up to and including the HSC  
• Students can request a RoSA along with the HSC credential  
 
 Copies of these reports can be viewed on the BOSTES website. 
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MATRICULATION AND THE AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION 

RANK (ATAR) 
The selection of courses offered at New England Girls’ School and the pattern of study dictated by 
BOSTES encourages all students to acquire results in ten units of Board Developed subjects. 
Results in ten units qualify them for an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank and potential eligibility 
for acceptance into a University of their choice. 
The Universities categorise Board Developed Courses as either Category A or Category B. The 
Category B courses are the Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses and include Primary 
Industries. In the calculation of the ATAR, no more than two units of Category B courses can be 
included. 
Students seeking admission to a specific institution must first matriculate to the institution and then 
gain selection to a particular course on an aggregate (total) of marks comprising their best ten units 
from Board Developed subjects. The average of the exam and assessment tasks will be 
calculated for each subject. These marks will then be scaled according to the procedures 
developed by the University of Sydney. 
Places in tertiary courses are allocated on the basis of the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
(ATAR). The ATAR is a scale between 0 and 99.95 which indicates a student’s placing, relative to 
all other candidates for the HSC. 
Put simply, if an ATAR of 73.00 is received, it would mean that a student achieved an overall result 
equal to, or better than, 73% of the candidates who completed Year 12 in their cohort. Therefore, 
applicants for any University (Tertiary) course are ranked in order of results and counted down 
from top to bottom until the quota is met. In addition, many courses have prerequisites and assumed 
knowledge. 
For a more detailed explanation of the ATAR go to the BOSTES and UAC websites. 
www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au and www.uac.edu.au 
  
Some University courses and some University subjects require students to achieve a prescribed 
standard in a specified NSW HSC (or equivalent) subject(s) before an offer of a place will be made, 
or the student allowed to enrol in those University subjects. 
Students must determine course/subject prerequisites for Tertiary Institutions at the time of subject 
selection. However, if in doubt, please consult the School’s Careers Advisor, or speak directly to 
the Universities Admission Centre (NSW and ACT). 
Students and parents often ask for advice as to which courses students should select to obtain the 
best results. In asking this question many people believe that there are certain courses, which are 
“scaled up”, and that by studying these courses they will automatically receive bonus marks. 
It is possible to score good marks in any subject. 
Whether a subject will be scaled up or down can only be determined by the performance of the 
candidates in that subject for that specific year. Obviously, if many able candidates attempt a 
subject, then it is likely that the standard of results for that subject that year will warrant a 
favourable comparison of that subject against other subjects with less able candidates. 
 
 



 

 12 

PATTERN OF STUDY 
 
To meet the requirements for the Higher School Certificate, your pattern of study for the  
Preliminary Year, 2016, must include: 
 

1. 12 Units of Preliminary Courses (This can be reduced to 10 Units for the HSC) � 
 

2. At least 2 Units of a Board Developed Course in English    � 
 

3. At least 6 Units of Board Developed Courses     � 
 

4. At least three Courses of 2 Units value (or greater)     � 
 

5. No more than 6 Units of Courses in Science      � 
 

6. Previous study of a Language up to and including Year 10 if you wish to select  � 
 a 2 Unit Language Continuers Course 
 
7. A NEGS requirement is that Mathematics or General Mathematics must be studied in 
 conjunction with any  Science course      � 
   

PLEASE USE THE ABOVE GUIDELINES AS A CHECKLIST WHEN 
SELECTING YOUR SUBJECTS. 

 
 

IN SUMMARY 
 
Students should not select courses: 
That are well below or above their ability 
Based on who is teaching the course 
Based on their friends’ choices 
That they think will scale well for the ATAR. 
 
Students should select courses based on their: 
Abilities – courses they are good at 
Interests/Motivation – courses they like and are genuinely interested in 
Career aspirations and needs – courses that may be prerequisites for future university studies 
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ENGLISH 
 

Structure of English Stage 6 
 

Standard, Advanced and English as a Second Language (ESL) 
 

Preliminary Higher School Certificate 
English (Standard) course 
 
English (Advanced) course 
 
English as a Second 
Language (ESL) course 

120 indicative hours 
 
120 indicative hours 
 
120 indicative hours 

English (Standard) course 
 
English (Advanced) course 
 
English as a Second 
Language (ESL) course 

120 indicative hours 
 
120 indicative hours 
 
120 indicative hours 

 
Extension 
Preliminary (Extension Course) 
Preliminary Module 
60 Indicative hours 

HSC (Extension) Course 1 
HSC Module A, B or C 
60 Indicative hours 

 HSC (Extension) Course 2 
HSC Major Work Module 
60 indicative hours 

 
English (Standard) is designed for the majority of students to increase their expertise in English in 
order to enhance their personal, social and vocational lives. These students will learn to respond to 
and compose a wide variety of texts in a range of situations in order to be effective, creative and 
confident communicators. 

English (Advanced) is designed for students to undertake the challenge of higher order thinking to 
enhance their personal, social and vocational lives. These students apply critical and creative skills 
in their composition of and response to texts in order to develop their academic achievement 
through understanding the nature and function of complex texts. 

English (Extension) is designed for students undertaking English (Advanced) who choose to study 
at a more intensive level in diverse but specific areas. They enjoy engaging with complex levels of 
conceptualisation and seek the opportunity to work in increasingly independent ways. 
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ENGLISH (STANDARD) 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: English Advanced; English as a 
Board Developed Course  Second Language; Extension 
Course Description: 

• In the Preliminary English (Standard) course students explore the ways events, experiences, ideas and 
processes are represented in and through texts. 
• In the HSC English (Standard) course students reflect on and demonstrate the effectiveness of texts for 
different audiences and purposes. 
Main Topics Covered: 
Preliminary Course 
The course has two sections: 
1. Content common to the Standard and Advanced courses is undertaken through a unit of work called an Area 

of Study. Students explore texts and develop skills in synthesis. The common content comprises 40% of the 
Course Content. Students undertake at least one Area of Study. 

2. Electives in which students explore and examine texts and analyse aspects of meaning. The Electives 
comprise 60% of the Content. 

HSC Course 
The course has two sections: 
1. The HSC Common Content which consists of one Area of Study common to the HSC Standard and the HSC 

Advanced courses where students analyse and explore texts and apply skills in synthesis. 
2. Modules that provide elective choices which emphasise particular aspects of shaping meaning and 

demonstration of the effectiveness of texts for different audiences and purposes. Students are required to 
choose one elective from each of the Modules. 

Particular Course Requirements 
Preliminary English (Standard) course requires: 

• the study of Australian and other texts; 
• the exploration of a range of types of text drawn from prose fiction, drama, poetry, nonfiction, film, media 
and/or multimedia texts; 
• wide reading programs involving texts and textual forms composed in and for a wide variety of contexts, 
integrate the modes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, viewing and representing as appropriate engage in the 
integrated study of language and text; 

 

HSC English (Standard) course requires: 
• the close study of at least four types of prescribed texts, one drawn from each of the following categories: prose 
fiction; drama; poetry; nonfiction; film; media or multimedia; 
• the study of a wide range of additional related texts and textual forms. 
 

Assessment: HSC course only 

External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 

A written examination paper 
consisting of  
Paper 1 (2 hours)  
Areas of Study (Common 
Course Content) 
 

40 
 
 
 
 
 

Area of study 
(Common Course Content) 
Module A 
Module B 
Module C 

40 
 

20 
20 
20 

100 
Paper 2 (2 hours) 
Module A 
Module B 
Module C 

60 Assessment across the  
language modes: 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 
Viewing & representing 

 
 

15 
15 
25 
30 
15 

 100  100 
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ENGLISH (ADVANCED) 
2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC 
Board Developed Course Exclusions: English Standard, Fundamentals of English, ESL 
Course Description 
In the Preliminary English (Advanced) course students explore the ways events, experiences, ideas, values and 
processes are represented in and through texts and analyse the ways in which texts reflect different attitudes and 
values. In the HSC English (Advanced) course students analyse and evaluate texts and the ways they are valued in 
their contexts. 
Main Topics Covered: 
Preliminary Course 
The course has two sections: 
1. Content common to the Standard and Advanced courses is undertaken through a unit of work called an 
Area of Study. Students explore texts and develop skills in synthesis. The common content comprises 40% 
of the course Content students undertake at least one Area of Study. 
2. Electives in which students explore, examine and analyse texts and analyse aspects of shaping meaning 
and the ways in which texts and contexts shape and are shaped by different attitudes.  The Electives comprise 
60% of the Content. 
HSC Course 
The course has two sections: 
1. The HSC Common Content consists of one Area of Study common to the HSC Standard and the 
Advanced courses where students analyse and explore texts and apply skills in synthesis. 
2. Modules which emphasise particular aspects of shaping meaning and representation, questions of textual 
integrity and ways in which texts are valued. Students are required to choose one elective from each of three 
modules A, B or C. 
Particular Course Requirements 
Preliminary English (Advanced) course requires: 
• the study of Australian and other texts; 
• exploration of a range of types of text drawn from prose fiction, drama, poetry, nonfiction, film, media and/or 
multimedia texts; 
• wide reading programs involving texts and textual forms composed in and for a wide variety of contexts; 
• integration of the modes of reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing and representing as appropriate; 
• engagement in integrated study of language and text 
HSC English (Advanced) course requires: 
• the close study of at least five types of prescribed text, one drawn from each of the following categories: 
Shakespearean drama, prose fiction, drama or film, poetry, nonfiction or media or multimedia texts; 
• a wide range of additional related texts and textual forms. 

Assessment: HSC Course only 

External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 

A written examination paper 
consisting of  
Paper 1 (2 hours)  
Areas of Study (Common 
Course Content) 
 

40 
 
 
 
 
 

Area of study 
(Common Course Content) 
Module A 
Module B 
Module C 

40 
 

20 
20 
20 

Paper 2 (2 hours) 
Module A 
Module B 
Module C 

60 Assessment across the  
language modes: 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
Writing 
Viewing & representing 

 
 

15 
15 
25 
30 
15 

 100  100 
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ENGLISH (EXTENSION) 
Courses:  Preliminary English Extension; HSC English Extension 1; HSC English Extension 2 
 (HSC year only)     

One unit of study for each of Preliminary and HSC 
Prerequisites:  (a) English (Advanced) course 
 (b) Preliminary English Extension Course is a prerequisite for Extension Course 1 
 (c) Extension Course 1 is a prerequisite for Extension Course 2 

Exclusions:  English (Standard Course, Fundamentals of English, ESL) 
Course Description 
In the Preliminary English (Extension) course students explore how and why texts are valued in and 
appropriated into a range of contexts. They consider why some texts may be perceived as culturally 
significant. In the HSC English (Extension) course 1 students explore ideas of value and consider how 
cultural values and systems of valuation arise. In the HSC English (Extension) Course 2, students develop a 
sustained composition and document their reflection on this process. 

Main Topics Covered: 
Preliminary Extension Course 
The course has one mandatory section comprising of Texts, Culture and Value Modules. 
HSC Extension Course 1 
The course has one section. Students must complete one elective chosen from one of the three  
modules offered for study: Module A: Genre; Module B: Texts and Ways of Thinking: Module C:  
Language and Values. 
HSC Extension Course 2 
The course requires students to complete a Major Work 

Particular Course Requirements 
Preliminary English (Extension) course requires students to examine a key text from the past and its 
manifestations in one or more popular cultures. Students also explore, analyse and critically evaluate 
different examples of such appropriations in a range of contexts and media. 
The HSC English (Extension) course 1 requires the study of prescribed texts (as outlined in the support 
document: HSC English Texts and Electives 2000, 2001). 
The HSC English (Extension) course 2 requires completion of a Major Work proposal, a statement  
of reflection and the Major Work for submission. 
Assessment: HSC Extension Course 1 
Internal Assessment Weighting External Assessment Weighting 

A written examination of 2 
hours duration on Modules 
A, B or C.  
Tutorial Presentation 
Critical Response 
Trial HSC 

 
 
 

15 
20 
15 

Written examination of 2 
extended responses on 
chosen module/elective OR 
one extended response with 
two parts on chosen 
module/elective 

 
 
 
 
 

50 

Assessment: HSC Extension Course 2   
Internal Assessment Weighting External Assessment Weighting 
Submission of major work 
including 1000 – 1500 word 
(maximum) reflection 
statement NB Based on 
HSC course only. Major 
work is assessed internally 
as a process and externally 
as a product. 

50 Viva Voce: Interview and 
discussion of the work in 
progress 
Report: The impact of 
independent investigation 
on the development of the 
Major Work 
Draft version Major Work 

 
 

10 
 
 
 

15 
25 
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AGRICULTURE 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: Nil 
Board Developed Course   
 
Course Description 
Agriculture provides people with food, fibre, shelter and the possibility of diverse lifestyles.  
Agriculture is a composite of rural and urban industries that are structured to produce both raw and value-
added materials from plants and animals to meet identified consumer needs. 
Agriculture has a unique place in the history of human society. It underpins social structures and provides for 
basic human needs. It is fundamental to human progress. 
Agricultural industries make a significant contribution to Australia’s economy through investment, 
employment of skilled workers, consumption of products from other sectors of the economy and export. 
Agricultural products contribute significantly to Australia’s export income. The total chain, from the farm 
and the research laboratory to the processing plant, retail outlet and exporter, accounts for a major portion of 
the nation’s Gross Domestic Product.  Australia’s agricultural industries must undergo significant and 
continuous change to maintain and possibly enhance this contribution to the Australian economy. 
The Agriculture Stage 6 Syllabus provides students with opportunities to understand and appreciate these 
essential aspects of agriculture. 

Main Topics Covered: 
Preliminary Course (120 indicative hours) 
The Preliminary course incorporates the study of the interactions between the components of agricultural 
production, marketing and management, while giving consideration to the issues of sustainability of the 
farming system: 

• Overview (15%) 
• The Farm Case Study (25%) 
• Plant Production (30%) 
• Animal Production (30%) 

HSC Course (120 indicative hours) 
The Higher School Certificate course builds upon the Preliminary course; 
• Core 80% (approximately 96 indicative hours) 
 - Plant/Animal Production (50%) 
 - Farm/Product Study (30%) 
• Optional Components 20% (approximately 24 indicative hours) 
 - Choose one of the following electives to study: 
   * Agri-food, Fibre and Fuel Technologies 
   * Climate Challenge 
   * Farming for the 21st Century 

Special Requirements 
All students are required to undertake a minimum of 30% of allocated course time as practical work. 
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Assessment: HSC Examination  

External Examination Mark Internal Assessment Weighting 

Section I – Core  

Part A  

Objective response questions 

Part B 

Short-answer questions 

 

20 

 

60 

Knowledge and understanding of: 
• The physical, chemical, biological, social, historical 

and economic factors that interact in agricultural 
production systems 

• The impact of innovation, ethics and current issues 
on Australian agricultural systems 

40 

Section II – Electives 

Candidates answer a short-answer question 
and an extended response question on the 
elective they have studied 

 

8 

12 

• Knowledge, understanding and skills required to 
manage agricultural production systems in a 
socially and environmentally responsible manner 

• Knowledge of, and skills in, decision-making and 
the evaluation of technology and management 
techniques used in sustainable agricultural 
production and marketing 

40 

  
Skills in effective research, experimentation and 
communication 20 

 100  100 

         

Internal Assessment will include: research and case study reports, examinations and practical experimental reports. 
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ANCIENT HISTORY 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: Nil 
Board Developed Course           
 
Course Description  
The Preliminary course is structured to provide students with opportunities to investigate past people, group, 
events, institutions, societies and historical sites from the sources available, by applying the methods used by 
historians and archaeologists. 

The HSC course provides the opportunity for students to investigate in depth the range and nature of 
archaeological and written sources that provide evidence for a life in Pompeii and Herculaneum. They also 
study the key features and sources of an ancient society, historical period and ancient personality.  

Main Topics Covered:  
Preliminary Course  
• Part I: Introduction 
 *  Investigating the past: History, Archaeology and Science 
 *  Case Studies (at least ONE): Homer; Trojan War 
•  Part II: Studies of Ancient Societies, Sites and Sources 
 The Celts in Europe 
•  Part III: Historical Investigation 

Film as history: the role of media in the preservation of the past 
 
HSC Course  
Part I: Core Study: Cities of Vesuvius - Pompeii and Herculaneum (25%) 
Part II: ONE Ancient Society (25%) 
Part III: ONE Personality in their Times (25%) 
Part IV: ONE Historical Period (25%) 
Particular Course Requirements  
In the Preliminary Course, choices of studies in Parts I, II and III, must be chosen from different 
civilisations. The Historical Investigation and choice of topics in Parts I and II must not overlap or duplicate 
significantly any topic attempted for the HSC Ancient History or History Extension courses.  

Assessment: HSC course only  
External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 
A three hour written paper consisting of: 
 
Section I: Core 
Source-based short-answer questions 
 
Section II: Ancient Societies 
A question in 4 or 5 parts 
 
Section III: Personalities in their times 
A question in 2 or 3 parts 
 
Section IV: Historical Periods 
Extended response 

 
 

25 
 
 

25 
 
 

25 
 
 

25 
 

 
 
Oral Presentation 
 
 
Research  
 
 
Source analysis 
 
 
Examination/test items 

 
 

10 
 
 

25 
 
 

25 
 
 

40 

 100  100 
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BIOLOGY 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: Nil 
Board Developed Course 
 
Course Content 
Biology in Stage 6 explores the levels of organisation of life, from the molecular and cellular levels through 
to higher levels of organisational structure and function, which exhibit evolution as a common source of 
unity and diversity. It includes developing an understanding of the interactions within and between 
organisms and between organisms and their environment. 

The study of biology recognises that, while humans are part of nature, they continue to have a greater 
influence on the environment than any other species. The history and philosophy of science, as it relates to 
the development of the understanding, utilisation and manipulation of living systems by the human species, 
is an integral part of the study of contemporary biology and assists students to recognise their responsibility 
to conserve, protect, maintain and improve the quality of all environments for future generations. 

Preliminary Course (120 indicative hours) 
The Preliminary course incorporates the study of: 
• A Local Ecosystem (20 indicative hours) 
• Patterns in Nature (40 indicative hours) 
• Life on Earth (30 indicative hours) 
• Evolution of Australian Biota (30 indicative hours) 
HSC Course (120 indicative hours) 
The HSC course builds upon the Preliminary course. The Preliminary course contains content that is 
considered assumed knowledge for the HSC course. 

The HSC course incorporates the study of: 
• The core, which constitutes 90 indicative hours and includes: 

- Maintaining a Balance (30 indicative hours) 
- Blueprint of Life (30 indicative hours) 
- The Search for Better Health (30 indicative hours) 

• ONE option, which constitutes 30 indicative hours and may comprise one of the following: 
- Communication 
- Biotechnology 
- Genetics: The Code Broken? 
- The Human Story 
- Biochemistry 

Special Requirements 
Practical experiences should occupy a minimum of 45 indicative hours of the preliminary course and 35 
indicative hours of the HSC Course. At least one open-ended investigation integrating skill and knowledge 
outcomes must be included in both the preliminary and HSC courses. 

Assessment: HSC Examination (3 hours) 

Section I Core (75 marks) 

• Part A - 20 one mark multiple choice questions (20 marks) 
• Part B - Short and extended response questions (55 marks) 

Section II Options (25 marks) 

• There will be five questions: one on each of the five HSC options. 
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BUSINESS STUDIES 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: Nil 
Board Developed Course           

Course Description  
Business activity is a feature of everyone’s life. Throughout the world people engage in a web of business 
activities to design, produce, market, deliver and support a range of goods and services. In addition, 
investors, consumers and employees depend on the business sector for much of their quality of life.  
 
Business Studies is distinctive in that it encompasses the theoretical and practical aspects of business in 
contexts which students will encounter throughout their lives. Conceptually, it offers learning from the 
planning of a small business to the management of operations, marketing, finance and human resources in 
large businesses. Through the analysis of contemporary business strategies the course also provides rigour 
and depth and lays an excellent foundation for students either in tertiary study or in future employment. 
 
Contemporary business issues and case studies are embedded in the course to provide a stimulating and 
relevant framework for students to apply to problems encountered in the business environment. Students also 
investigate business planning and use a range of information to assess and evaluate business performance. 
The role of incentives, personal motivation and entrepreneurship, especially in small business, is recognised 
as a powerful influence in business success. 
 
Main Topics Covered 
 
Preliminary Course HSC Course 
Nature of business 
Business management 
Business planning 

Operations 
Marketing 
Finance 
Human resources 

 
As part of the Assessment in the Preliminary Course students will complete a business plan for a small-
medium enterprise. This task comprises 30 per cent of the course mark. 
 
Resources and advice  
Guidance and advice related to assessment and the HSC examination in Business Studies can be found on the 
BOSTES website at www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc. 
 
* It is expected that students have basic mathematical skills. 
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CHEMISTRY 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: Nil 
Board Developed Course 

Course Content 
Chemistry in Stage 6 provides students with a contemporary and coherent understanding of matter and its 
interactions. It focuses on investigating the physical and chemical properties of substances, chemical 
reactions and processes, and the interaction of energy and matter and attempts to explain and predict events 
at the atomic and molecular level. 

The study of Chemistry recognises that a study of the nature of materials includes natural and made 
substances, their structures, changes and environmental importance. The history and philosophy of science as 
it relates to the development of the understanding, utilisation and manipulation of chemical systems is 
important in developing current understanding in Chemistry and its applications in the contexts of 
technology, society and the environment. 

Preliminary Course (120 indicative hours) 
The Preliminary course incorporates the study of: 

• The Chemical Earth (30 indicative hours) 
• Metals (30 indicative hours) 
• Water (30 indicative hours) 
• Energy (30 indicative hours) 

HSC Course (120 indicative hours) 
The HSC course builds upon the Preliminary course. The Preliminary course contains content that is 
considered assumed knowledge for the HSC course.  
The HSC course incorporates the study of: 

• The core which constitutes 90 indicative hours and includes 
  - The Identification and Production Of Materials (30 indicative hours) 
  - The Acidic Environment (30 indicative hours) 
  - Chemical Monitoring and Management (30 indicative hours) 

• ONE option, which constitutes 30 indicative hours and may comprise anyone of the following: 
  - Industrial Chemistry 
  - Shipwrecks and Salvage 
  - The Biochemistry of Movement 
  - The Chemistry of Art 
  - Forensic Chemistry 

Special Requirements 
Practical experiences should occupy a minimum of 45 indicative hours of the preliminary course and 35 
indicative hours of the HSC Course. At least one open-ended investigation integrating skill and knowledge 
outcomes must be included in both the preliminary and HSC courses. 

Assessment: HSC Examination (3 hours) 

Section I Core (75 marks) 

• Part A - 20 one mark multiple choice questions (20 marks) 

• Part B - Short and extended response questions (55 marks) 

 Section II Options (25 marks) 

• There will be five questions: one on each of the five HSC options. 
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COMMUNITY AND FAMILY STUDIES 
2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC 
Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil 
Course Description 
This Sociology course (CFS Stage 6) is designed to develop in each student an understanding of the diverse 
nature and interdependence of families and communities, in relation to the changing nature of Australian 
society, with a view to enabling students to plan and manage resources effectively. 

Main Topics Covered: 
Preliminary Course 
• Resource Management - Basic concepts of the resource management process (Indicative course time: 20%) 
• Individuals and Groups - The individual’s roles, relationships and tasks with groups (Indicative course 

time: 40%) 
• Families and Communities - Family structures and functions and the interaction between family and 

community (Indicative course time: 40%) 
HSC Course 
• Research Methodology - Ethical research procedures culminating in the production of an Independent 

Research Project (Indicative course time: 25%) 
• Groups in Context - The needs of specific community groups (Indicative course time: 25%) 
• Parenting and Caring - Individuals and groups who adopt roles in parenting and caring in contemporary 

society (Indicative course time: 25%) 
HSC Option Modules (Chosen at NEGS, Indicative course time: 25%): 
• Social Impact of Technology - The impact of evolving technologies on individuals, families, work and 

communities. 

Particular Course Requirements 
As part of the HSC, students are required to complete an Independent Research Project. The focus of the 
Independent Research Project should be related to the course content of one or more of the following areas: 
individuals, groups, families, communities, resource management. Course Fee is $50.00. 

Assessment: HSC course only 

External Examination Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 

A written examination: 
• Section I – Core 

- Part A (response questions) 
- Part B (approx. 8 short answer questions) 

• Section II 
1 question on each course option 

 
 
 

20 
55 

 
25 

Knowledge and understanding of how the 
following impact on wellbeing: 
• resource management 
• positive relationships 
• range of societal factors 
• nature of groups, families and 

communities 
Skills in: 
• applying management processes to meet 

the needs of individuals, groups, families 
and communities 

• planning to take responsible action to 
promote wellbeing 

Knowledge and understanding about research 
methodology and skills in researching, 
critical thinking, analysing and 
communicating 

40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

35 

 100  100 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC  
Board Developed Course  Exclusions: Nil 
 
Course Description 
Students study design processes, design theory and factors in relation to design projects. In the Preliminary Course 
students study designing and producing which includes the completion of at least two design projects. 
In the HSC Course students undertake a study of innovation and emerging technologies which includes a Case Study of 
an innovation. They also study designing and producing which includes the completion of a Major Design Project. 
The Major Project may include a product, system or environment. Textiles projects can be included, if students wish to 
pursue the area of materials technology.  

Main Topics Covered  
Preliminary Course  
Designing and Producing including the study of design theory, design processes, creativity, collaborative design, 
research, management, using resources, communication, manufacturing and production, computer-based technologies, 
safety, evaluation, environmental issues, analysis, marketing and manipulation of materials, tools and techniques. 
HSC Course  
Innovation and Emerging Technologies including a Case Study of an innovation. The study of designing and producing 
includes a Major Design Project. The project folio includes a project proposal and management, project development 
and realisation, and project evaluation.  
 
Particular Course Requirements 
In the Preliminary Course, students must participate in hands-on practical activities. In the HSC Course, the 
comprehensive study of designing and producing that were studied in the Preliminary Course are synthesised and 
applied. This culminates in the development and realisation of a Major Design Project and the presentation of a Case 
Study. Approximate course cost is $110.00 plus costs of individually purchased materials for projects. 

Excursions for Design and Technology students help to prepare them for curriculum requirements. 
 
Year 11 & Year 12 Art and Design Excursion to Sydney: 
During Term 1 all Year 11 D&T students travel to Sydney for the Art & Design Excursion. The excursion is 
compulsory as it allows students to extend their knowledge of art, artists, designers and conceptual ideas, as well as the 
opportunity to see a great variety of gallery spaces, industry and philosophies. The students are in Sydney for five days 
including travel time. The cost of the excursion is approximately $600 (subject to change depending on numbers). 

Assessment: HSC Course only  

External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 
Section 1: A 1½ written examination. 
Questions based on Innovation and 
Emerging Technologies, Designing and 
Producing. These will provide opportunities 
for students to make reference to the Major 
Design Project and the Case Study. 
 
Section 2: Major Design Project  
- Project Proposal 
- Folio 
- Product, system or environment 
 

40 
 
 
 
 
 
 

60 

Innovation and Emerging Technologies, 
including a compulsory Case Study of an 
innovation/design/designer 
 
 
 
 
Designing and Producing (which may 
include aspects of the Major Design 
Project) 

40 
 
 
 
 
 
 

60 

 100  100 
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DRAMA 
2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC 
Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil 

Course Description 
Students study the practices of Making. Performing and Critically Studying in Drama. Students engage with 
these components through collaborative and individual experiences. 
Preliminary course content comprises an interaction between the components of Improvisation, Playbuilding 
and Acting, Elements of Production in Performance and Theatrical Tradition and Performance Styles. 
Learning is experiential in these areas. 
 
HSC Course content 
Australian Drama and Theatre and Studies in Drama and Theatre involves the theoretical study through 
practical exploration of themes, issues, styles and movements of traditions of theatre, exploring relevant 
acting techniques, performance styles and spaces. 
The Group Performance of between 3 and 6 students, involves creating a piece of original theatre (8 to 12 
minutes duration). It provides opportunity for each student to demonstrate his or her performance skills. 
For the Individual Project students demonstrate their expertise in a particular area. They choose one project 
from Critical Analysis or Design or Performance or Script-writing or Video Drama. 

Main Topics Covered 
Preliminary Course 

 •  Improvisation, Playbuilding, Acting 
 •  Elements of Production in Performance 

 •  Theatrical Traditions and Performance Styles 
HSC Course I 

 •  Australian Drama and Theatre (Core content) 
 •  Studies in Drama and Theatre 

 •  Group Performance (Core content) 
 •  Individual Project 

Particular Course Requirements          
The Preliminary course informs learning in the HSC course. In the study of theoretical components, students 
engage in practical workshop activities and performances to assist their understanding, analysis and synthesis 
of material covered in areas of study. In preparing for the Group performance, a published topic list is used 
as a starting point. The Individual Project is negotiated between the student and the teacher at the beginning 
of the HSC course. Students choosing Individual Project Design or Critical Analysis should base their work 
on one of the text listed in the published text list. This list changes every two years. Students must ensure 
that they do not choose a text or topic they are studying in Drama in the written component or in any other 
HSC course when choosing Individual Projects. 

Assessment: HSC course only 
External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 
Group presentation (Core) 
Individual Project  
A one and a half hour Written Examination 
comprising two compulsory sections: 
Australian Drama and Theatre (Core) 
Studies in Drama and Theatre 

30 
30 

 
 
 

40 

Australian Drama and Theatre  
Studies in Drama and Theatre 
Development of Group Performance 
Development of Individual Performance 

30 
30 
20 
20 

 100  100 
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ECONOMICS 
2 units of each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil 

Course Content 
Economics deals with issues that affect everybody, every moment of the day. Its subject matter deals with 
monetary and fiscal policies, economic growth, inflation and unemployment, exchange rates, globalisation 
and how industries operate. These are issues that dominate the news and politics, and that decide the fate of 
nations. Economic policies have real effects on virtually everybody on the planet every single day. To 
understand the world in the 21st Century requires an understanding how economic forces shape our lives. To 
understand the world today requires an understanding of economics. 
The Preliminary course is essentially microeconomic in nature, focusing on the economic behaviours of 
consumers, business and governments. The labour and financial markets are examined in detail. 

The HSC course focuses on the management of an economy and is essentially macroeconomic in nature. It 
examines the global economy and the impact of the global economy on the Australian economy and the links 
between economic issues and management of the Australian economy. 

Main Topics Covered: 

Preliminary Course 
 •  Introduction to Economics (10% of course time) 
 •  Consumers and Business (10% of course time) 
 •  Markets (20% of course time) 
 •  Labour Markets (20% of course time) 
 •  Financial Markets (20% of course time) 
 •  Government in the Economy (20% of course time) 

HSC Course  
 •  The Global Economy (25% of course time) 
 •  Australia’s Place in the Global Economy (25% of course time) 
 •  Economic Issues (25% of course time) 
 •  Economic Policies and Management (25% of course time) 

 
Particular requirements: It is expected that students have basic mathematical skills. 
Assessment: HSC course only 
External Assessment Internal Assessment 
The examination is a three hour paper consisting of four 
sections: 
Section I Twenty multiple-choice questions 

Section II Four short-answer questions 

Section III Extended response stimulus-based question 

Section IV Extended response question 

This may consist of: 
 
1. Twenty multiple-choice questions 

2. Research, investigation and communication skills 

3. Stimulus-based skills 
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FRENCH CONTINUERS 
2 Units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: French Beginners 
Board Developed Course 

Prerequisites: 200-300 hours study of the language or equivalent. 

Course Description 
The Preliminary and HSC courses have as their organisational focus themes and associated topics. The 
students’ skills in, and knowledge of French will be developed through tasks associated with a range of texts 
and text types, which reflect the themes and topics. The student will also gain an insight into the culture and 
language of French-speaking communities through the study of a range of texts. 

Main Topics Covered: 
Themes: 

• The individual 
• The French speaking communities 
• The changing world 

Student’s language skills are developed through tasks such as: 
• Conversation 
• Responding to an aural stimulus 
• Responding to a variety of different written materials 
• Writing for a variety of purposes 
• Studying French culture through texts 

Particular Course Requirements: Nil 

Assessment: HSC course only 
External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 
A ten minute oral examination – 
conversation 
 
A three hour written examination: 
Listening and responding 
Reading and responding 
- Part A 
- Part B 
Writing in French  

 
20 

 
 

25 
 

25 
25 
15 

Speaking 

Listening and responding 

Reading and responding 

Writing in French  

 

20 

25 

40 

15 

 100  100 
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GEOGRAPHY 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: Nil 
Board Developed Course 

Course Description 
The Preliminary course draws on contemporary developments in biophysical and human geography and 
refines students’ knowledge and understanding about the spatial and ecological dimensions of geography. It 
uses enquiry methodologies to investigate the unique characteristics of our world through fieldwork, mastery 
of geographical skills and the study of contemporary geographical issues. 

The HSC course enables students to understand and appreciate geographical perspectives about the 
contemporary world. It draws on a rigorous academic tradition in the discipline of Geography, with specific 
studies about biophysical and human processes, interactions and trends. The application of enquiry 
methodologies through fieldwork and a variety of case studies combined with an assessment of the 
geographers’ contribution to understanding our environment demonstrates the relevance of geographical 
study. 

Main Topics Covered 
Preliminary Course 

• Biophysical studies 45% of course time 
• Global Challenges 45% of course time 
• The Senior Geography Project 10% of course time 

HSC Course 
• Ecosystems at Risk  33% of course time  Sample Study: Intertidal wetlands 
• Urban Places  33% of course time  Sample Study: Sydney 
• People and Economic Activity  33% of course time  Sample Study: The Wine Industry 

Key concepts incorporated across all topics: change, environment, sustainability, spatial and ecological 
dimensions, interaction, technology, spatial justice, management and cultural interaction. 

 
Particular Course Requirements 
Students complete a senior geography project (SGP) in the Preliminary course and must undertake 12 hours 
of fieldwork in both the Preliminary and HSC courses.  

Assessment: HSC course only 
External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 
A three hour written examination 100 Knowledge and understanding of course 

content 
 
Geographical tools and skills 
 
Geographical inquiry and research, 
including fieldwork 
 
Communication of geographical 
information, ideas and issues in appropriate 
forms 

 
40 

 
20 

 
 

20 
 
 
 

20 

 100  100 
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LEGAL STUDIES 
2 Units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: Nil 
Board Developed Course 
         
Course Description 
The course focuses on the way in which law is generated, how it is structured and how it operates in Australian and 
international contexts. Learning about our legal system will allow students to investigate the way our society operates 
and the influences that shape it.  

The structure of Legal Studies 
 

          Preliminary                                  HSC  
 
 
 
 
 
Core 
40% 

Core Part I: The legal system 
 
• Basic legal concepts 
 
• Sources of contemporary Australian 

law 
 
• Classification of law 

 
• Law reform 

 
• Law reform in action 
 

 Core Part I: Crime 
 

• The nature of crime 
 
• The criminal investigation process 

 
• The criminal trial process 

 
• Sentencing and punishment 

 
• Young offenders 

 
• International crime 

 
 
 
 
 
Core 
30% 

      
 
 
 

Core 
30% 

Core Part II: The individual and the 
law 

 
• Your rights and responsibilities 
 
 
• Resolving disputes 

 
 
• Contemporary issue:  

the individual and technology 

 Core Part II: Human rights 
 
 
• The nature and development of human 

rights 
 
• Promoting and enforcing human rights 
 
• Contemporary issue 

 

 
 
 
 
Core 
20% 

      
 
 
 
 
Core 
30% 
 

Core Part III: Law in practice 
 
The Law in practice unit is designed to 
provide opportunities for students to 
deepen their understanding of the 
principles of law covered in the first 
sections of the course. This section may 
be integrated with Part I and/or Part 
II. 
 
 
 

 Part III: Options 
 

Choose Two * 
 

• Consumers 

• Global environmental protection 

• Family 

• Indigenous peoples 

• Shelter  

• Workplace 

• World order 

 
 
 
 
 
Option 
25% 
each 

 
Each topic’s themes and challenges should be integrated into the study of the topic, and they may be examined.
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Assessment: HSC only 
 
 
External examination Weighting Internal assessment Weighting 
 
Section I: Core 
 
Crime and Human Rights Objective 
response questions 
 

 
 
 

20 

 
 
 
Knowledge and Understanding 

 
 
 

60 

Section II: Core 
 
Part A Human Rights 
Short-answer questions 
  
Part B Crime 
One extended response question 
 

 
 

15 
 
 

15 

 
 
 
Research 
 
 

 
 
 

20 
 
 

Section III: Options 
 
Two extended response 
questions, each from a different 
Option* 

 
 

50 

 
 
Communication 

 
 

20 

 100  100 
 
* Currently Family Law and World Order are the options taught but these may change. 
 
 
The Dux for the course will be based on the cumulative assessment for each year.
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MATHEMATICS - GENERAL 
Prerequisites: The course is constructed on the assumption that students have achieved at least the outcomes 
of the Mathematics Year 7 – 10 course, up to and including, the content and outcomes of Stage 5.1. For 
students who intend to study the HSC Mathematics General 2 course, it is recommended that they experience 
at least some of the Stage 5.2 content. 
 
Course Description  
The new syllabus incorporates the Preliminary Mathematics General (Board Developed) course, HSC 
Mathematics General 2 (Board Developed) course and HSC Mathematics General 1 (Content Endorsed) 
course (CEC). 
The Preliminary Mathematics course allow students to access either the HSC Mathematics General 2 course 
or the HSC Mathematics General 1 course in their HSC year. 
The Preliminary Mathematics General/HSC Mathematics General 2 pathway replaces the General 
Mathematics (1999) course from Year 11 2013 and Year 12 2014. The first HSC examination for 
Mathematics General 2 will be conducted in 2014. 
The HSC Mathematics General 1 course is an additional course in the suite of Stage 6 Mathematics courses. 
It has been designed to better meet the needs of the students who wish to study mathematics in Stage 6 but 
whose purposes are not accommodated in the HSC Mathematics General 2 course. As with other Content 
Endorsed Courses, the HSC Mathematics General 1 course will be subject to internal assessment only. This 
course cannot be counted in the 10 units required for the calculation of an ATAR and cannot be used to meet 
the requirements that, to be eligible for the HSC award, students must study at least six units of Board 
Developed Courses. 

Main Topics Covered: 
Preliminary Mathematics General Course 

• Financial Mathematics 
• Data and Statistics  
• Measurement  
• Probability  

• Algebra and Modelling 
• Focus Studies – Mathematics and 

Communication 
-  Mathematics and Driving

  
HSC Mathematics General 2 Course  

• Financial Mathematics  
• Data and Statistics  
• Measurement  
• Probability  
• Algebra and modelling 
• Focus Studies – Mathematics and Health 
           - Mathematics and Resources

  

HSC Mathematics General 1 Course 
• Financial Mathematics 
• Data and Statistics 
• Measurement 
• Probability 
• Algebra and Modelling 
• Focus Studies – Mathematics and Design 

- Mathematics and Household Finance 
- Mathematics and the Human Body 
- Mathematics and Personal Resource 

Usage

Assessment: 
Once the assessment of the HSC course has commenced, some Preliminary course work can be included in 
Assessment Tasks for General Mathematics.  
No more than 30% of the assessment is to be based on the Preliminary course.  

External examination Mark Internal assessment Weighting 
Section I 
Objective-response questions 25 Concepts, skills and techniques 50 
Section II 
Short-answer questions 75 Reasoning and communication 50 

 100  100 
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MATHEMATICS 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC 
Board Developed Course 

Prerequisites: The course is constructed on the assumption that students have achieved at least the outcomes 
in the Core of the 5.2 Mathematics course, along with the recommended options. 

Course Description 
The course is intended to give students who have demonstrated general competence in the skills of Stage 5 
Mathematics, an understanding of and competence in some further aspects of mathematics which are 
applicable to the real world. It has general educational merit and is also useful for concurrent studies in 
Science and Commerce. The course is a sufficient basis for further studies in Mathematics as a minor 
discipline at tertiary level in support of courses such as the Life Sciences or Commerce. Students who 
require substantial Mathematics at a tertiary level supporting the Physical Sciences, Computer Science or 
Engineering should undertake the Extension 1 or 2 courses. 

Main Topics Covered: 
Preliminary Course 

• Basic arithmetic and algebra 
• Real functions 
• Trigonometric ratios 
• Linear functions 
• The quadratic polynomial and the parabola 
• Plane geometry 
• Tangent to a curve and derivative of a function 

HSC Course 
• Co-ordinate methods in geometry 
• Applications of geometrical properties 
• Geometrical applications of differentiation 
• Integration 
• Trigonometric functions 
• Logarithmic and exponential functions 
• Applications of calculus to the physical world 
• Probability 
• Series and Series Application 

Assessment: HSC course only 

External examination Mark Internal assessment Weighting 
Section I 
Objective response questions 10 Concepts, skills and techniques 50 
Section II 
Short-answer questions 90 Reasoning and communication 50 

 100  100 
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EXTENSION I MATHEMATICS 
Course: Mathematics - Extension 1 
1 unit in each of Preliminary and HSC (or 2 units for Extension 2 candidates in HSC year) 
Board Developed Course 

Prerequisites: The course is constructed on the assumption that students have achieved the outcomes in the 
core of the 5.3 Mathematics course, along with the recommended options. 

Course Description 
The content of this course, which includes the whole of the Mathematics course, and its depth of treatment 
indicate that it is intended for students who have demonstrated a mastery of the skills of Stage 5 Mathematics 
and who are interested in the study of further skills and ideas in Mathematics. The course is intended to give 
these students a thorough understanding of and competence in aspects of Mathematics including many which 
are applicable to the real world. It has general educational merit and is also useful for concurrent studies of 
Science, Industrial Arts and Commerce. The course is a recommended minimum basis for further studies in 
Mathematics as a major discipline at a tertiary level, and for the study of Mathematics in support of the 
Physical and Engineering Sciences. Although the Extension 1 course is sufficient for these purposes, 
students of outstanding mathematical ability should consider undertaking the Extension 2 course. 

Main Topics Covered: 
Preliminary Course 

• Other inequalities 
• Circle geometry 
• Further trigonometry 
• Angles between two lines 
• Internal and External division of lines into given ratios 
• Parametric representation 
• Permutations and combinations 
• Polynomials 
• Harder applications of the Preliminary 2 unit course 

HSC Course 
• Methods of integration 
• Primitive of sin2X and cos2X 
• Velocity and acceleration as a function of X 
• Projectile motion 
• Simple harmonic motion 
• Inverse functions and inverse trigonometric functions 
• Induction 
• Binomial theorem 
• Further probability 
• Iterative methods for numerical estimation of the roots of a polynomial equation 
• Harder applications of HSC 2 unit topics 
• Further exponential growth and decay 

Assessment: HSC course only 

External examination Mark Internal assessment Weighting 
Section I 
Objective response questions 10 Concepts, skills and techniques 50 
Section II 
Short-answer questions 60 Reasoning and communication 50 

 70  100 
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EXTENSION II MATHEMATICS 
1 unit in HSC year only 
Board Developed Course 

Prerequisites: This course is designed for students with a special interest in mathematics who have shown 
that they possess special aptitude for the subject and whose mathematical ability will be challenged in the 
HSC. 

Course Description 
The content of this course included the entire content of the Mathematics course for Extension 1 students as 
well as additional units of study. It represents a distinctly high level of conceptual understanding in school 
mathematics, involving the development of considerable manipulative skill and a high degree of 
understanding of the fundamental ideas of algebra and calculus. 
 

Main Topics Covered: 
HSC year only 

• Graphs 
• Complex numbers 
• Conics 
• Integration 
• Volumes 
• Mechanics 
• Polynomials 
• Harder applications of the Extension 1 topics 

 

Assessment: HSC course only 

External examination Mark Internal assessment Weighting 
Section I 
Objective response questions 10 Concepts, skills and techniques 50 
Section II 
Short-answer questions 90 Reasoning and communication 50 

 100  100 
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MODERN HISTORY 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC 

Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil 

Course Description 
Modern History Stage 6 is designed to enable students to acquire knowledge and understanding, the skills of 
critical analysis and synthesis and values and attitudes essential to an appreciation of forces that have shaped 
the modern world; to develop a lifelong interest in the study of history; and to prepare them for informed and 
active citizenship in the contemporary world. 

Course Structure: 
Preliminary Course (120 indicative hours) 
Students are required to study Parts I, II and III of the course. 

Part I: Case Studies - 50% 
At least TWO case studies should be undertaken 
• Reign of Terror in France 1792-95 
• The Decline and Fall of the Romanov Dynasty (Russia) 
• The Boxer Rebellion – 1900 
• Tibet’s fight for survival in the modern world 
Part II: Historical Investigation - 20% 
The investigation can be integrated into any aspect of the Preliminary course and need not be completed 
as one project. It may be conducted individually or as part of a group. The investigation must not 
overlap or duplicate significantly any topic attempted for the HSC Modern History or History Extension 
courses. 
Part III: Core Study: The World at the Beginning of the Twentieth Century - 30% 
Students will investigate the Preliminary core study using a source-based approach. 

HSC Course (120 indicative hours) 
Students are required to study Parts I, II, III and IV of the course. 

• Part I: Core Study: World War 1 1914 - 1919 (A Source-based Study)  25% 
• Part II: ONE National Study: Russia and the Soviet Union 1917-1941  25% 
• Part III: ONE Personality in the Twentieth Century: Mikhail Gorbachev  25% 
• Part IV: ONE International Study in Peace and Conflict:     25% 
 The Cold War 1945 - 1991 

An Extension Course is available for students to pursue in conjunction with their HSC Course study in Year 
12. 

The purpose of the Higher School Certificate program of study is to: foster the intellectual, social and moral 
development of students, in particular developing their: 

 - knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes in the fields of study they choose 

 - capacity to manage their own learning 
 - desire to continue learning in formal or informal settings after school 

 - capacity to work together with others 
 - respect for cultural diversity 
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MUSIC 1 
2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC 
Board Developed Course Exclusions: Music 2 

Course Description 
In the Preliminary and HSC courses, students will study the concepts of music through learning experiences 
in performance, composition, musicology and aural within the context of a range of styles, periods and 
genres. 

Main Topics Covered 
Students study three topics in each year of the course. Topics are chosen from a list of 22 which cover a 
range of styles, periods and genres. 

Particular course requirements: 
HSC course 
In addition to core studies in performance, composition, musicology and aural, students select THREE 
electives from any combination of performance, composition and musicology.  
 

•  Students undertaking performance as an elective will be required to engage in a series of performance 
related activities throughout the HSC course. 

 
•  Students undertaking composition as an elective will be required to develop a composition portfolio as 

evidence of the compositional process. This portfolio will constitute the entire internal assessment for 
this elective. 

 
•  Students undertaking Musicology as an elective should develop a musicology portfolio to support their 

preparation for the viva voce examination. 

Assessment: HSC course only 
External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 
Core 
A 45 minute – 1 hour aural examination 
Core Performance (one piece) 
 
 
 
Electives: 
Three electives from any combination of: 

• Performance (one piece) 
• Composition (one submitted 

composition) 
• Musicology (one viva voce) 

 

 
30 

20* 
 
 
 
 

(60)* 
 

20 
20 
20 

Core 
Core performance 
Core composition 
Core musicology 
Core aural 
 
Electives: 
Elective 1  
Elective 2  
Elective 3  
 

(55) 
10 
10 
10 
25 

 
(45) 
15 
15 
15 

 100  100 

 
 
* The marks for Core Performance and the Electives will be converted to a mark out of 70, giving a total 
mark out of 100 for the examination. 
 

 



 

 37 

MUSIC 2 
2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC 
Board Developed Course Exclusions: Music 1 

Prerequisites: Music Additional Study course (or equivalent) 

Course Description 
In the Preliminary and HSC courses, students will study the concepts of music through learning experiences 
in performance, composition, musicology and aural within the context of a range of styles, periods and 
genres. 

Main Topics Covered 
Students study one Mandatory Topic covering a range of content and one Additional Topic in each year of 
the course. In the Preliminary course the Mandatory Topic is Music 1600 -1900. In the HSC course the 
Mandatory Topic is Music of The Last 25 Years (Australian focus). 

Particular Course Requirements 
In addition to core studies in performance, composition, musicology and aural, students nominate ONE 
elective study in Performance, Composition or Musicology. Students selecting Composition or Musicology 
electives will be required to compile a portfolio of work as part of the process of preparing a submitted work. 
The portfolio may be requested by the Board of Studies to validate authorship of the submitted work. 

All students will be required to develop a composition folio for the core composition. 

Assessment: HSC course only 
External Assessment Weighting Internal  Weighting 

Core 
Core performance (one piece reflecting the 
mandatory topic) 
Sight singing 
Core composition 
(submitted work) 
 
Musicology/aural skills  
examination paper 
short-answer/extended response 
response to musical stimuli 
 
Electives 
One elective reflecting the additional topic 

• Performance (two pieces), or 
• Submitted composition, or 
• Submitted essay 

(70) 
15 

 
5 

15 
 
 

35 
 
 
 
 

(30) 

Core 
Performance 
Composition 
Musicology 
Aural 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Electives 
One elective, selected from: 

• Performance 
• Composition 
• Musicology 

(80) 
20 
20 
20 
20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(20) 

 100  100 
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MUSIC EXTENSION (MUSIC 2 & EXTENSION) 
1 unit / 60 hour course 
Board Developed Course Exclusions: Music 1 

Prerequisites: Music 2 (studied concurrently with HSC course of Music 2) 

Course Description 
The HSC Music Extension course builds on Music 2 and assumes a high level of music literacy and aural 
ability as well as advanced performance or composition or musicology skills. 
Students will specialise in performance or composition or musicology and will follow an individual program 
of study which will be negotiated between the teacher and student. 

Particular Course Requirements 
Students selecting Composition or Musicology as their area of specialisation will be required to compile a 
portfolio of work as part of the process of preparing a submitted work. The portfolio may be requested by the 
Board of Studies to validate authorship of the submitted work. 

Assessment: HSC course only 
External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 
Performance 
Three contrasting pieces, one of which must 
be an ensemble 
- Ensemble  
- Solo 1 
- Solo 2 
 
OR 

 
Composition  
Two original compositions (to be submitted 
to the BOSTES) 
- Piece 1 
- Piece 2 
 
OR 

 
Musicology 
One extended essay (to be submitted to the 
BOSTES) 

(50) 
 
 

20 
15 
15 

 
 
 

(50) 
 
 

25 
25 

 
 
 

(50) 
50 

Performance 
Two tasks of performance and performance 
related activities 
 
OR 

 
Composition 
Composition portfolio assessed at two 
different points 
 
OR 

 
Musicology 
Musicology portfolio assessed at two 
different points 

(50) 
 

50 
 
 
 

(50) 
 

50 
 
 
 

(50) 
 

50 

 100  100 
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC  
Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil 
Course Description  
The Preliminary course examines a range of areas that underpin health and physical activity. This includes 
how people think about health and physical activity, the management of personal health and the basis for 
how the body moves. Students have the opportunity to select from a range of options in areas such as first 
aid, outdoor recreation, composing and performing and fitness choices.  

In the HSC course students focus on major issues related to Australia’s health status. They also look at 
factors that affect physical performance. They undertake optional studies from a range of choices. These 
include investigating the health of young people or of groups experiencing health inequities. In other options 
students focus on improved performance and safe participation by learning about advanced approaches to 
training or sports medicine concepts. There is also an opportunity to think critically about the factors that 
impact on sport and physical activity in Australian society.  

Main Topics Covered  
Preliminary Course  

• Core Topics (60%)  
 - Better Health for Individuals (30%)  
 - The Body in Motion (30%)  

• Optional Components (40% total)  
 The class will complete two options from the following:  
  - First Aid (20%) 
  - Composition and Performance (20%)  
  - Fitness Choices (20%) 
  - Outdoor Recreation (20%)  

HSC Course  
• Core Topics (60%)  

 - Health Priorities in Australia (30%)  
 - Factors Affecting Performance (30%)  

• Optional Component (40%)  
 The class will complete two options from the following:  
 - The Health of Young People (20%)  
 - Sport and Physical Activity in Australian Society (20%)  
 - Sports Medicine (20%)  
 - Improving Performance (20%)  
 - Equity and Health (20%)  

Particular Course Requirements  
In addition to core studies two options are selected from each of the Preliminary and HSC courses. 

Assessment: HSC course only 
External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 
A three hour written paper  Core  

Options 
60 
40 

 100  100 
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PHYSICS 
2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC  
Board Developed Course Exclusions: Nil  
Course Content 
Physics in Science Stage 6 provides students with a contemporary and coherent understanding of energy, 
matter, and their interrelationships. It focuses on investigating natural phenomena and then applying patterns, 
models (including mathematical ones), principles, theories and laws to explain the physical behaviour of the 
universe. It uses an understanding of simple systems (single particles and pairs of particles) to make 
predictions about a range of objects from sub-atomic particles to the entire universe and aims to reveal the 
simplicity underlying complexity. 
The study of physics relies on the understanding and application of a small number of basic laws and 
principles that govern the microscopic and macroscopic worlds. The study of physics provides students with 
an understanding of systems that is the basis of the development of technological applications. The interplay 
between concepts and technological and societal impacts is embodied in the history and philosophy of 
science and forms a continuum relating our past to our future. 
 
Preliminary Course (120 indicative hours) 
The Preliminary course incorporates the study of: 

 • The World Communicates (30 indicative hours) 
 • Electrical Energy in the Home (30 indicative hours) 
 • Moving About (30 indicative hours) 
 • The Cosmic Engine (30 indicative hours) 

HSC Course (120 indicative hours) 
The HSC course builds upon the Preliminary course. The Preliminary course content is a prerequisite for the 
HSC course. 
The HSC course incorporates the study of: 

 • The core, which includes: 
  - Space (30 indicative hours) 
  - Motors and Generators (30 indicative hours) 
  - From Ideas to Implementation (30 indicative hours) 

 • Options, which constitute 30 indicative hours and include anyone of the following: 
  - Geophysics 
 - Medical Physics 
  - Astrophysics 
  - From Quanta to Quarks 
  - The Age of Silicon 

Special Requirements 
Practical experiences should occupy a minimum of 35 indicative hours of the preliminary course and 35 
indicative hours of the HSC Course. At least one open-ended investigation integrating skill and knowledge 
outcomes must be included in both the preliminary and HSC courses. 
 
Component Weighting 
Knowledge and understanding of: 
• the history, nature and practice of physics, applications and uses of physics and their implications for society and 

the environment, and current issues, research and development in physics 
• kinematics and dynamics, energy, waves, fields and matter 

40 

Skills in: 
• planning and conducting first-hand investigations 
• gathering and processing first-hand data 
• gathering and processing relevant information from secondary sources 

30 

Skills in: 
• communicating information and understanding 
• developing scientific thinking and problem-solving techniques 
• working individually and in teams 

30 

 100 
* No more than 50% weighting may be allocated to tests and examinations
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SENIOR SCIENCE 
2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC  
Board Developed Course         Exclusions: Nil

What will I be doing in this Course? 
Senior Science deals with all branches of 
science. Each module studies the 
fundamental scientific principles of the subject 
and then explores the everyday application of this 
information. 
The Preliminary course includes field experience 
in the identification of plant and animal species as 
well as how biological factors interact to form the 
local environment. 
In the HSC Course the chemical nature of 
household products including body hygiene 
products are investigated first. Then Medical 
Technology — Bionics looks at the major systems 
of the human body, how they work, what can go 
wrong and how it can be fixed, including the 
diagnostic techniques that we used. Information 
Systems studies how commonly used 
communication technologies work - including 
Radio, T.V., Mobile Phones and Satellites. 
 
Please note:- Students cannot combine this with 
one of the other Science courses in the 
Preliminary Year. Students who do complete any 
of the other Science courses in Year 11, can 
transfer into this course for the HSC Year. For 
example - A student may begin the preliminary 
course studying Chemistry and biology. In the 
HSC course the student may transfer from 
Chemistry to Senior Science, thus completing the 
Biology and Senior Science courses for the HSC. 
 
How will this course help me in the future? 
Students will learn skills in research, 
experimenting, communication, information 
presentation and data analysis. 
The course would suit students who expect to be 
employed in any field where general 
understanding of scientific principles, application 
and use is required. It is for those who desire a 
good "common sense" understanding of living in 
the modern world. 

Senior Science students have gone on to 
study Science at University in the past. 

 
Recommended Studies 
Senior Science complements a wide range 
of courses offered at NEGS. It is expected 
that students would have an interest and 
enthusiasm for Science. 
Content 
Preliminary Year and HSC Year 
 

Preliminary Course 
• Water for Living 
• Plants 
• Humans at work 
• Local environment 

 
HSC Course 

• Life Style Chemistry 
• Medical Technology - Bionics 
• Information Systems 

 
One Option from the following: 

• Polymers 
• Preservations and Additives 
• Pharmaceutical * 
• Disasters 
• Space Science 

 
* Probable option taught in 2016 

 

Assessment 
Internal assessments include module tests, 
fieldwork/research reports and formal 
examinations. There is a three hour HSC 
exam. 
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Assessment components and weightings 
 
Preliminary course 
The suggested components and weightings for the Preliminary course are set out below. 
 

No more than 50% weighting may be allocated to tests and examinations. 
 

Component  

Knowledge and understanding of: 
• the history, nature, and practice of science, applications and uses of 

science and their implications for society and the environment, and current 
issues, research and developments in science 

• the resources of the Earth, internal and external environments, chemical 
changes, organs and systems of the body and energy 

40 

Skills in: 
• planning and conducting first-hand investigations 
• gathering and processing first-hand data 
• gathering and processing relevant information from secondary sources 

30 

Skills in: 
• communicating information and understanding 
• developing scientific thinking and problem-solving techniques 
• working individually and in teams 

30 

 
100 
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TEXTILES AND DESIGN 
2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: Nil 
Board Developed Course 

Course Description 
The Preliminary course involves the study of design, communication techniques, manufacturing methods, 
fibres, yarns, fabrics and the Australian Textile Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries. Practical 
experiences are integrated throughout the content areas and will include two preliminary textile projects. 
The HSC course builds upon the Preliminary course and involves the study of historical design development, 
the influence of culture on design, contemporary designers, end-use applications of textiles, innovations and 
emerging technologies, appropriate textile technology and environment sustainability, current issues and the 
marketplace. This course involves the development of a Major Textiles Project, which is specific to a 
selected focus area and which includes supporting documentation and textile item/s. 
 
Preliminary Course 

• Design (40%) 
• Properties and Performance of Textiles (50%) 
• The Australian Textiles, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries (10%) 

HSC Course 
• Design (20%) 
• Properties and Performance of Textiles (20%) 
• The Australian Textiles, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries (10%) 
• Major Textiles Project (50%) 

Particular Course Requirements 
In the Preliminary Course students will undertake two Preliminary textile projects. Preliminary Project 1 will 
be drawn from the Area of Study of Design. Preliminary Project 2 will be drawn from the Area of Study of 
Properties and Performance of Textiles. In the HSC course, the Major Textiles Project allows students to 
develop a textile project from one of the following focus areas: apparel, furnishings, costume, textile arts, 
non-apparel. The selected focus area allows students to explore, in detail one area of interest through a 
creative textile design process that integrates the areas of Design, Properties and Performance of Textiles and 
the Australian Textiles, Clothing, Footwear and Allied Industries. Approximate course costs $110.00 plus 
individual purchased materials for projects. 
 
Year 11 & Year 12 Art and Design Excursion to Sydney: 
During Term 1 all Year 11 T&D students travel to Sydney for the Art & Design Excursion. The excursion is 
compulsory as it allows students to extend their knowledge of art, artists, designers and conceptual ideas, as well as the 
opportunity to see a great variety of gallery spaces, industry and philosophies. The students are in Sydney for five days 
including travel time. The cost of the excursion is approximately $600 (subject to change depending on numbers). 

Assessment: HSC course only 
External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 
A written examination of 1½ hours 50 Knowledge and understanding of textiles 

and the textile industry 
50 

Major Textiles Project  50 Skills in design manipulation, 
experimentation, analysis, manufacture and 
selection of textiles for specific end 
purposes using appropriate technologies 

50 

 100  100 
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VISUAL ARTS 
2 units for each of Preliminary and HSC Exclusions: Nil 
Board Developed Course 

Course Description 
Visual Arts involves students in the practices of artmaking, art criticism and art history. Students develop their 
own artworks culminating in a ‘body of work’ in the HSC course that reflects students’ knowledge and 
understanding about the practice and which demonstrates their ability to resolve a conceptually strong and 
technically refined work. Students critically investigate works, critics, historians and artists from Australia as well 
as those from other cultures, traditions and times. 

The Preliminary Course broadly introduces key concepts which are investigated in depth and more 
independently in the HSC Course. 

While the course builds on Visual Arts courses in Stages 4 and 5, it also caters for students with more limited 
experience in Visual Arts. 

Main Topics Covered 

 
Preliminary Course: 

• Mapping the Historical World: a historical 
investigation of Western Art using the Conceptual 
Framework  

• Mapping the Modern and Postmodern Worlds: an 
examination of seminal Modernist periods and specific 
Postmodern artworks using the Frames 

• The Practices of Art: an introduction to Artmaking 
Practice, Art Critical and Historical Practice 

Each unit has an accompanying practical component 
where the students respond to a conceptual theme 

HSC Course: 

•  Material & Concept: The changing nature of art practice: 
examination of art practice and how has changed over 
time. 

• Framing the Museum: the museum as a coded site of 
interpretation: an investigation of the underlying 
assumptions and values of museums and galleries 

• Dada: Its character, impact and influence: a postmodern 
investigation of the philosophy of Dada and the 
readymade 

• Art History and Critical Thinking Revisited: Political Art: 
explores the artist’s role as an advocate for others and the 
ways in which they use art to critique the social, political 
and economic factors of their world 

Particular Course Requirements  
• development of artworks in at least 2 art forms and 

documentation of process in Visual Arts Process  
• a broad investigation of ideas in art Criticism and art 

history 

Particular Course Requirements  
• development of a Body of Work and documentation of 

process in Visual Arts Process Diary (VAPD) 
• a minimum of 5 Case Studies (4 - 10 hours each) 
• deeper and more complex investigations of ideas in art 

criticism and art history 

Course Costs for both Preliminary Course and HSC Course: 
Art Materials and Equipment: Students will be charged a $30 course fee (year 11) and $60 (year 12). The use of school 
materials and equipment will be charged individually according to independent student’s projects. 
 
Year 11 & Year 12 Art and Design Excursion to Sydney: 
During Term 1, all Year 11 and Year 12 Visual Arts students travel to Sydney for the Art and Design Excursion. The 
excursion is compulsory as it allows students to extend their knowledge of art, artists, designers and conceptual ideas, as 
well as the opportunity to see a great variety of gallery spaces, industry and philosophies. The students are in Sydney 
for five days including travel time. The cost of the excursion is approximately $600 (subject to change, depending on 
numbers). 

Assessment: HSC course only 
External Assessment Weighting Internal Assessment Weighting 
A written paper 
Submission of a body of work 

50 
50 

Development of the body of work 
Art criticism and art history 

50 
50 

 100  100 
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PRIMARY INDUSTRIES (VET) 
Course: Primary Industries (240 hours) 
4 Units in total (2 units in Year 11  Exclusions: The Units of Competency achieved  
and 2 units in Year 12) during completion of the Primary Industries 
Board Developed Course  (120 hours) course 
 
Course Description: 
This course is for students who wish to work in the agricultural, equine, horticultural or veterinary nursing 
industries.  The course is based on Units of Competency which have been developed by the appropriate 
industries to describe the competencies, skills and knowledge needed by workers in these industries. 
This course includes developing the skills relating to a variety of livestock, primarily sheep, cattle and horses 
as well as the completion of the mandatory core units of competency. 
 
Course Requirements: 
Students must attempt all mandatory units of competency in Years 11 and 12 and a selection of units from an 
elective pool.  (50 hours in Year 11 and an additional 60 hours will be completed in Year 12).  Students must 
complete a minimum of 70 hours of mandatory work placement (35 hours in Year 11 and 35 hours in Year 
12, at a time set by the school.) 
 
Course Content            
The mandatory or core units of competency in the 240 hour course are: 
 Indicative hours 
Care for health and welfare of livestock 25 
Follow OHS Procedures 20 
Observe environmental work practices 15 
Work effectively in the industry 15 
Apply chemicals under supervision 25 
Participate in workplace communications 10 
Observe and report on weather 10 
The elective units are selected from the livestock based competencies and studied in the equine context 
 
Particular Course Requirements 
Work placement - Students must complete a minimum of 70 hours work placement. 
Course Fee: The 2015 fee is approximately $2000.00– this will be reviewed for 2016. 

Assessment            
Competency Assessment 
This is a competency based course.  This means that students work to develop the competencies, skills and 
knowledge described in each Unit of Competency.  Students are assessed as either ‘competent’ or ‘not yet 
competent’. 
External Assessment - HSC Examination 
The Higher School Certificate examination for Primary Industries (240 hours) will involve a written 
examination consisting of multiple-choice items, short answer questions and extended response items based 
on mandatory units. 
 
Qualifications 
Depending on achievements of units of competency and other course requirements the possible qualification 
is an AQF Certificate II in Agriculture. Students who do not achieve a qualification will receive a Statement 
of Attainment showing partial completion of the qualification.  

 


